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Ahora bieUf dixo el Cura, traedme, unor huiap^d, aquMOt 
libros, gue las quiero ver* Que me place, respondi6 el, y en- 
iroindo, en «tt apueuiQ, sac^ d^una maleiiila viefa eerrada 
^ con wta cadeniUa,y abHMola, haU6 en ella treeUbrosgrcmdee 
y unios papeles de muy huena kira eterUos de moiio.;— DoK 
Q9:ixoTE, Porte L Capitnlo 3S. 



It 18 mighty wid^ wid the priest; ptmy^ hmdloTd^ hzingme 
thoee hooke^ for t have a mind to see them. With all my 
heart, answered the host; and, going to his chamher, he 
himightont a little old cloke»hagy with a padlock and diain to 
it, and qponing it, he took out three Luge volumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine chibracter.— Jaktis's 
. Tran^oHon. 
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So soon as I can win the ofiended King 
1 will be known joiir advocate. 

CymheUne* 

The Duke of Argyle led the way in silence 
to the sottU postern by which they had been 
admitted into Richmond Parki so long the 
favourite residence of Queen Caroline. It 
was opened by the same half-seen janitor, 
and they found themselves beyond the pre- 
cincts of the royal demesne. Still not a word 
was spoken on either side. The Duke pro- 
bably wished to allow his rustic protegee 
time to recruit her faculties, dazzled and* 
sunk with colloquy sublime } and betwixt 
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♦ 

what she had guessed, bad heard, and IkA 
seen, Jeanie Deans's mmd was too m^i 
agitated to permit her to ask any^^jlpiiji- 
tions. 3^^ 

They found the carriage" of the Duk)^ 
the place where they had left it ; an^^wiyii 
they resumed their places, soon began to 
advance rapidly on their return to town« 

<< I think, Jekiiki^ sold the Duke, break- 
ing silence, «« you have every reason to con- 
gratulate yourself on the issue of your inter- 
view with her Majesty,** 

^ And that leddy was the Queen her- 
'sell ?** said Jeanie $ << I ttisdoi^ed k when 
I saw that yoilr honaur dsdna put on your 
hat-^And yet I can hanAy believe it| even 
when I heard her speak it herseU." 

^ It was certainly Queen Caroline,'' re- 
plied the Duke. *< Have you bo curiosity 
to see what is iA the IHtle pocket-book f* 

^ Do you think the pardon will be in it, 
sir ?' said Jeanie, with the eager animatioo 
of hope. 

« Why, »<>,•' replied the Duke j « ihat 
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ift wdikdy. They Mtildoni catxy tiiese 1;huig8 
about dttm, unless they were likely to be 
wwited ; end besidei^ her M||esty told you 
it ins liw Kiogt oot she, who was to gnmt 

« Hiafc ia tme too,'* said Jeaoie ; « but 
I am so oooliised in o^ oiiod^But does 
yorar fanmow; think th^e is. a certainly of 
CAe's piAden thfln V* eMtinued she, still 
^diig JR. her ht»A Ae mm^ned pocketr 

** Why, kings tie kittle calde to shoe 

behind, as we say in the north," replied 
i^ Duke i » but his wife knows his trun, 
4lli I have not the least doubt that the 
jpatter is qaiu <s^et/mt* 
V «* O God be praised ! God be praised !'* 
^enlated Jeanie } ** Md may the gude 
loddy «ever want the heart*» e|se she has 
gi*eft ae It this moMent^And God blew 
fm,tm my Lvd ! without year help I 
^pf m^ft hae wmaaar her.** 

the Duke hit her dwoH upen this suh* 
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ject for a considerable ^me^ ourious, per- 
haps/ to see how long the feelings dP grati- 
tude would continue to supersede those 6f 
curiosity. But so feeble was the latttr i^el- 
ing in Jeanie's mind, that his Grace» with 
whom, perhaps, it was for the iitne a Iittle\ 
stronger^ was obliged once more to toing 
forward the subject of the Queen's present; 
It was opened accordingly* In the inside 
<£ the case were the usual assortment o^ 
silk and needles^ with scissars, tweazeris^^ 
&c. ; and in the pocket was a bank-bill 
for fifty pounds. 

The Duke had no sooner informed Jeanfe 
of the value of this last document, for ^he 
was unaccustomed to see notes for such 
sums, than she expressed her regret at the 
mistake which had taken place. ^ For the 
hussy itsell," rtie-said, " was a very yalu- 
ajble things a keepsake^ with the Queen's 
name written in the inside with hta* ain hmd 
doubtless — Cdndine-^m plain as could be» ' 
and a crown drawn abooii H," 



j*"> 
*> 
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She therefore tendered the bill to the 
I>ukey requesting him to find some mode 
of returning it to the roydi owner, 

** No^ iio, Jeanie,'^ said the Dnke, •* there 
18 no mistake in the case. Her Majesty* 
knows you have been put to great expence, 
and she wishes to make it up to you.'* 

^^ I am sure she is even over gude,** said 
Jeanie, ** and it glad« me muckle that I can 
pay back Dumbiedikes his^sillei^ without 
distressing my father, honest man.*^ 

^* Dumbiedikes ? What, a freeholder of 
Mid-Lothian is he not ?" said his Grace, 
who^e occasional residence in that county 
tiaade him acquainted with most of the he-- 
ritors, as landed persons are termed in Scot- 
land — ** He has a house not far from Dal- 
keith, wears a black wig and a laced hat P'* 

** Yes, sir," answered Jeaiiie, who had her 
reasons for being brief io her answers upon 
this topic. 

^ ♦« Ah ! my old friend Dumbie !" said the 
Duke } ^< I have thrice seen him fou, and 



onljr once beard the souod of hv vpice^Is 
be a cou3ia of yours, Jeanie ?" 

*« No, sir, my Lord." 

<< Theu fa^ mwft be a well^wiabur, I sus* 
pect?*' 

" Ye— ycs,*p^i9y Lord, »r,*' answered 
Jeanie, blwbi^gi and with hesitatioii* 

«« Aha ! tbeQf if tbe X^ird atart«i I sup* 
pose my friwd ^tler iqusI; be in n^Wff 
dsfflgeri" 

<< O nq^ sir,'^ answered Jeanie much 
more readily, but at the same time biush^ 
ing mucb more deeply^ 

« Wellf Je»pia,'* said the Dofc^ *^ ydu 
mre a girl i«ay be safely trusted with yaw 
own m«rtters9 and I shall enquire no fortber. 
about themt Bat as to this same paidon, I 
must see to get it passed through the proper 
fprms i and I have a friend in office who will, 
for auld lang syne> do me so much favour. 
And then, Jeanie, as I shall have occasion 
to send an express down to Scotland, who 
wiU travel with it safer and more swiftly 
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ifaan you cm do, I wXk take care to have it 
put inta the proper channel ; meanwhile 
you may write to your friends by post c^ 
your gooA sticcess.^ 

<< And does jowf Himour think/* said 
Jeanie, << that will d» as wtiri as I were to 
take my tap in my lap, and slip my ways 
hame again on my ain errand ?" 

<< Much better, certainly/' said the Duke. 
<< You know the roads are not very safe for 
a single woman to travel.'* 

Jeanie internally acquiesced in this ob- 
servation. 

** And I have a plan for you besides. 
One of the Duchess's attendants, and one 
of mine-^y our acquaintance Archibald--' 
are going down to Inverara in a light ca- 
lash, with four horses I have bought, and 
there is room enough in the carriage for 
you to go with them as far as Glasgow, 
where Archibald will find means of send- 
ing you safety to Edinburgh-^And in the 

way, I beg you will teach the woman as 

« 

much as you can of the mystery of cheese* 



A 
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making, for she is to have a charge in the 
dairy, and I dare swear you are as tidy about 
your milk-^pail as about your dress,!* 

*< Does your Honour like cheese ?* said 
iJeanie, with a gleam of conscious delight 
as she asked the queition. 

'* Like it ?** said the Duke, whose good- 
nature anticipated what was to follow,*-* 
**'cakes and cheese are a dinner for an em* 
peror, let alone a Highlandman.'* 

«* Because,** said Jeanie, with modest 
confidence, and grea.t and evident self- 
congratulation, " we have been thought so 
particular in making cheese, that some folk 
think it as gude as the real Danlop ; and 
if your Honour*s Grace wad but accept a 
stane or twa, blythe, and fain, and proud it 
wad make us. But maybe ye may like the 
•ewe-milk or the Buckholmside cheese bet- 
ter ; or maybie the gait milk, as ye come frae 
the Highlands — and I canna pretend just 
to the same sfceel o* them j but my cousin 
Jean, that lives at Lockermachus in Lam- 
snermuir, I could speak to hety and". 
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- « Quite unnecessary," said the Duke ; 
^ the Dunlop is the very cheese of which 
I am so fond, and I will take it as the 
greatest favour you can do me to send one 
to Caroline- Park. But remember, be- oia 
honouc with it, Jeanie, and make it . 4U 
'yourself, for 1 am a real good judge." 

- ^< I am not feared," said Jeanie confident- 
ly, ** that I may please your Honour ; for I 
am sure you look as if y<m could liardly iSnd 
fault wi' ony body that did their best ; and 
wepl is it my part, I trow, to do minei" ' 

This discourse introduced a topic upon 
which the two travellers,; though so differ- 
-ent in rank and education, found each a 
good deal to say. The Duke, besides his 
other patriotic qualities, was a distinguish^ 
ed agriculturist, and proud of his know^ 
ledge in that department. He entertained 
Jeanie with his observations On the differ- 
ent breeds of cattle in Scotland, and their 
capacity for the dairy, and received so much 
information from her practical experience 
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in return* that he promised ber a couple of 
Devonshire cows in reward of the lesson. 
In short, his mind was so transported back 
lo bis rural employments and amusementsi 
tiiat he sighed when his carriage stopped 
opposite to the old hackney-coach, which 
Archibald had kept in attendance at the 
place where they had left it. While the 
coachman again bridled his lean cattle, 
which had been indulged with a bite of 
musty hay, the Duke cautioned Jeanie not 
to be too (x>mmunicative to her landlady 
Goncerotng what had passed* ^< There is/' 
he saidt ** no use of speaking of matters till 
they are actually settled ; and you may re- 
fer the good lady to Archibald, if she presses 
you hard with questions. She is his old ac- 
quaintance, and he knows how to manage 
with her." 

He then took a cordial farewell of Jesnie, 
and told her to be ready in the ensuing 
week to f etum to Seotlaiid--*-saw her safely 
establiabed in her baekn^-^coachf and roll- 
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ed off m bis own carriage> humming a 8tan» 
za of the baUad which he in said to have 
composed :•— 

" At the sight of Dumbarton once agaioy 
I'll cock up my bonnet and march amain. 
With my da3naQore hanging down to my hedf 
To whang at the bannocks rf barley meaL'* 

Perhaps one ought to be actually a Scotch- 
man to conceive how ardently, under all dis* 
tinctions of rank and situation, they feel their 
mutual connexion with each other as na* 
tives of the same country. There are, I be- 
lieve, more associations common to the in- 
habitants of a rude and wild, than of a well 
cultivated and fertile country ; their ances- 
tors have more seldom changed theirplace of 
residence ^ their mutual recollection of re- 
markable objects is more accurate ; the high 
and the low are more interested in each 
others welfare ; the feelings of kindred and 
relationship are more widely extended, and^ 
in a, words the bonds of patriotic affectipn^ 
always honourable even when a little too 
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exclusively strained, have more influence 
on men's feelings and actions* 

The rumbling hackney-coach which tum- 
bled over the (then) execrable. London 
pavement, at a rate very different from that 
which had conveyed the ducal ca^rriage to 
Richmond,^ at. .length deposited ..Jeanie 
Deans and her attendant at the national sign 
of the Thistle. Mrs Glass, who had been 
in long and anxious expectation, now rush- 
ed, full of eager curiosity and open-mouth- 
ed interrogation, upon our heroine^ who 
was positively unable to sustain the over* 
whelming cataract of her question^ which 
burst forth with the sublimity of a grand 
gardyloo : — ^* Had she seen the Duke, God 
bless him — the Duchess— the young la- 
dies ?; — Had she seen the King, God bless 
him — the Queen — the Prince of Wales— 
the Princess — or any of the rest of the 
royal family? — Had she got her sister's par- 
don ? — Was it out and out — or was it only 
a commutation of punishment ? — How far 
had she gone—where had she driven to^ 
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"Whom had she seen — what had been said-^ 

• • • 

what had kept her so long?** 

Such 'were the various questions huddled 
upon each other by a curiosity so eager, 
that it could hardly wait for its own gratifi- 
cation. Jeanie would have been more than 
sufficiently embarrassed by this over- bearing 
tide of interrogations, had not Archibald, 
who had probably received from his mas- 
ter a hint to that purpose, advanced to her 
rescue* <* Mrs Glass,*- said Archibald, *• his 
Grace desired me particularly to say, that 
he would take it as a great favour if you 
would ask the young woman no questions, 
as he wishes to explain to you more dis- 
tinctly than she can do how her affairs 
stand, and consult you on some matters 
which she cannot altogethe'r>so well explain. 
The Duke will call at the Thistle to-mor« 
row or next day for that purpose.** 

<* His Grace is very condescending,** said 
Mrs Glass, her zeal for enquiry slaked for 
the present by the dexterous administration 
of this sugar-plumb—*** his Grace is sensible 
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that I am in a maimer accountable for the 
conduct of my young kinswoman^ and no 
donbt his Grace is the best judge how far 
he ^ould entrust her or me with the ma- 
nagement of her afiairs.^' 

<* His Grace is quite sensible of that,*^ 
answered Archibald with national gravity^ 
^* and will certainly trust what he has to 
say to the most discreet of the two ; and 
therefore Mrs Glass, his Grace relies you 
will speak nothing to Mrs Jean Deans, 
either of her own affitirs or her sister's, uih- 
till he sees you himself. He desired me 
to assure you, in the mean while, that all 
was going oq as well as your kindness 
could wish, Mrs Glass." 

*< His Grace is very kind — very consider- 
ate, certainly, Mr Archibald*— his Grace's 
commands shall be obeyed, and ■ ■ ■ But 
you have had a far drive, Mr Archibald, af( 
I guess by the time of your ab^senee, and 
I guess" (with an ei^aging j^mile) ^* yon 
winna be the waur of a gUsa of the righi 
Bosa Solis.'' 



«< I tbank yoii» Mrs G1m$i'^ said the ipreat 
man's great maOf ** but I am under the ne^ 
cessity: of returaiog to my Lord directly.'' 
Aqd making his adieus civiUy to both cour 
sins, he left the shqp of the Lady of tbf 
Thisa*^ 

<* I am glad your affairs have prospered 
so well» Jeanie^ my love/' said Mrs Glass i 
^ though indeed there was Utile fear c^ 
them so soon as the Duke of Argyle vae 
so condescending as to take them into 
hand. I will ask you no questions about 
them, because Ins Grace» who is most con* 
siderate and prudent in such matters, iii» 
tends to tell me all that you ken yourself 
dear, and doubtless a great deal more ; so 
that any thing that may lie heavily on your 
mind may be imparted to me in the mean- 
time, as you see it is Jm Grace's pleasure 
that I should be made acquainted with 
the whole matter forthwith, and whether 
you or he tells it, will make no difference 
in the world, ye ken. If I ken what he v 
going to say beforehandy I will be mudli 
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more ready to give my advice, and whether 
you or he tell me about it, cannot much 
signify afiter aU, my dear. So you may just 
-say whatever you like, only mind I ask you 
no questions about it*" 

Jeanie was a little embarrassed* She 
thought that the communication she had 
to make was perhaps t|ie only means she 
might have in her power to gratify her 
friendly and hospitable kinswoman. But 
her prudence instantly suggested that her 
secret interview with Queen Caroline, which 
seemed to pass under a certain sort of mys» 
tery, was not a proper sulgect for the gos- 
sip of a woman like Mrs Glass, of whose 
heart she had a much better opinion than 
of her prudence. She, therefore, answered 
io general, that the Duke had had the ex- 
traordinary kindness to make very particular 
enquiries into her sister's bad affiiir^ and that 
he thou^t he had found the means of put* 
ting it a* straight again, but that he propo- 
wd to tell all that he thought about the 
matter to Mrs Glass herself. 
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This did not quite satisfy the penetrating 
Mistress of the Thistle. Searching as her 
own small rappee, she, in spite of her piro^ 
mise, urged Jeanie with still further ques- 
tions. '< Had she been a' that time at Ar- 
gyle-house? Was the Duke with her the 
whole time ? and had sh$ seen the Duchess ? 
and had she seen^he young ladies— and 
specially Lady Caroline Campbell ?"~-To 
these questions Jeanie gave the general re- 
ply, that she knew so little of the town that^ 
she could not tell exactly where she had 
been ; that she had not seen the Duchess, 
to her knowledge ; that she had seen two 
ladies, one of whom she understood bore 
the name of Caroline ; and more, she said, 
she could not tell about the matter. 

<< It would be the Duke's eldest daugh- 
ter. Lady Caroline Campbell—there is no 
doubt of that,** said Mrs Glass ; *^ but, 
doubtless, I shall know more particularly 
through his Grace* — And so, as the cloth 
is laid in the little parlour above stairs, and 
it is past three o'clock, for I have been wait- 
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mg this hour for you, and I have ha4 a sMck 
myielf, and, as they uaed to say m Scotland 
in iny time~>I do not ken if the word be 
used noW'^there 19 ill tadking between, a 
full body and a faftic^'' 



1 



Ttf£ msi&T or iao-jjottOAJsi, ta. 



CHAPTEK It 

Heaven ficit sent letters to some wretch's aid— 
Some banished lover, or some captive maid. 

Bt dint of unwonted labour with tho peik^ 
Jeafiie Deatis eontrived to indite^ and give 
to tbe ehai^« of the poatman on the eMU« 
img daj9 DO less than three letters, an exer* 
ttoo altogether strange to her habits } inso* 
Hwch BO» tba4;» if milk had been fieBity^ she 
would father have made thdce as many 
Dunlop cheeses. The first of them was 
very brief It was addressed to George 
StauntOBf £s%. at the Rectory^ Willing, 
ham, by GtMatbam ; the address being 
pact of the information wluch she bad ex- 
tracted from the communicative peasant 
who wde befero her to Sta»foid« It was 
io Uiese woids :««• 




ts tales of my landlord* 

" Sir, 
" To prevent farder mischieves, whereof 
there hath been enough, comes these t Sir, 
I have my sister's pardon from the Queen's 
Majesty, whereof, I do not doubt, you will 
be glad, having had to say naut of matters 
whereof you know the- purport. So, sir, I 
pray for your better welfare in bodie and 
soul, and that it will please the fisycian to 
visit you in His good time. Alwaies, sir, I 
pray y^u 'Will never come again to see niy 
sister, whereof there bias been too much. 
And so, wishing you no evil, but even yoiir 
best good, that you may be turned from 
your iniquity, (far why siild ye die ?) I rest 
yout humble servant to command. Ye km 

The next letter was to her father. It is 
too long altogether for insertion,, so we on- 
ly give a few extracts. It commenced-— 

** Dearest and truly honoured Father; 
<< This comes with my duty to infonn 
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you, that it has pleased God to redeem that 
c^tivitie of my poor sister, in respect the 
Queen's blessed Af ajesty, for whom we are 
ever l^ound to pray, hath redeemed her soul 
from the slayer, granting the ransom of her, 
whilk is ane pardon or r^rieve. And I 
spoke with the Queen' ^ce to face, and yet 
live } for she is not muckle differing from 
other grand leddies, saving that she hath a 
stately presence, and een like a blue hunt- 
in' hawk's, whilk gaed throu' and throu' me 
like a Hieland durk — And all this good was, 
alway under the Great Giver, to whom aU 
are but instruments, wrought forth for us 
by the Duk of Argile, wha is ane native 
true-hearted Scotsman, smd not prid^', 
like other folks we ken of — and likewise 
skeely enow in bestial, whereof he has pro- 
mised to gi'e me twa Devonshire kye, of 
which he is enamoured, although I do stiU 
haud by the real hawkit Airshire breed—* 
and I -have promised him a cheese ; and I 
wad wuss ye, if Gowans, the brQckit cow, 
has a quey, that she ,su^d su^k her fill of 



ifiilki as I am given to understand he haft 
fidne of that breed, and is not scornful but 
will take a thing frae a puir body, that it may 
lighten their heart of the lotulii^g of debt 
that they awe hira« Also his HoiQtouir the 
Duke will accept ane of ourDunlop cheeMS^ 
and it sail be my faut if a better was evtt 
yeaitied in Lowden."— [Here follow nomt 
observations respecting the breed of cattle, 
and the produce of the dairy, which it is 
onr ifitentiott to forward, to the Board of 
Agriculture,]-***** Nevertheless, these are But 
matters of the after*hartest in respect of 
the^ great good which Providence hatjrgift* 
ed us with-^and, in especial, poor Efflie's 
life. And O, my dear father, since it hath 
pleased God to be merciful to her, let her 
^ot want your free pardon, whilk will make 
her meet to be ane vessel of grace, and also 
a comfort to your ain graie hairs. Dett 
-father, will ye let the Laird ken that we 
have hiid friends strangely raised up to us, 
^md thfft ike talent whilk he lent me will be 
thankfully repaid* I h»e some of it to the 
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ibre ; and the rest of it is not knotted up 
in ane purse or napkin, but in ane wee bit 
paper, as is the "faii^hien 'heir, whilk lam as- 
sured is gude for the siller. And, dear fa- 
ther, through Mr Butler's means I had gude 
friendship with the Duke, for their had been 
kindness between ^eir forbears in the auld 
troublescHne time bye- past. And Mrs Glass 
has been kind like ray very mother. She 
has a braw bouse here, and lives bien and 
warm, wi' twa servant lasses, and a man and 
acaUant in the e^op. And she is to send 
you doun a pound of lier hie-dried, and 
some other tobaka, and we maun think of 
some propine for her, since her kindness 
hath been great. And the Duk is to send 
the pardun doun by. am express messenger, 
in respect that I canna travel sae fast ; and 
i am to come doun wi' twa of his Honour's 
servants — that is, John Archibald, a decent 
elderly gentleman, that says he has seen you 
lang syne when ye were buying beasts in 
the west frae the Laird of Aughtermuggi* 

VOL. IV. B 
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Ue— but onajbe ye wimift mind bim— ooy 
way> he's a civil man^-and Mrs Dolly Dot* 
ton, that 18 to be dairy-maid at Inverark ; 
and they bring roe on as far as Glasgo', 
whilk will make it nae pinch to win hame^ 
whilk I desire of all things. May the Giver 
of all good things keep ye in your outgauaa 
and incomings, whereof devoutly prayeth 
your loving dauter^ 

** Jean Deans.'* 

The third letter was to Butler, and its 
tenor as follows :— 

<^ Master Butler. 
<« Sim— It wiU be pleasure to you to ken^ 
that all I came for is^ thanks be to God^ 
we^l dune and to the gude end, and that 
your forbeiur's letter was right welcome to 
the Duke of Argile, and that he wrote your 
name down with a kylevine pen in a leathern 
book, whereby it seefps like be will do for 
you either wi' a scule or a kirk ; he has 
enow of baithy as I am assured. And I have 



THK HIUET OF MID-I.OT0IAK* tf 

seen tbeQueen, which gave me a hvmj case 
oat of her owbhand. She had not her crowa 
and skeptre, bat they are laid bye tM her, 
like the baima' best claisei to be worn when 
she needs them* And they are keepit in a 
tour, whiHc ia not like the tour of Libber- 
ton, nor yetCraigafiUar, but.mair like to the 
cairtell of Edinbargh, if the buildings were 
taen and set down in the midst of the Nor*- 
Loch. Also the Queen was very bounteous, 
giving me a paper worth fiftte pounds, as I 
am assured, to pay my expences here and 
back agen*-^Sae, Master Butler, as we were 
aye neebours bairns, forbye ony thing else 
that may hae been spoken between ns, I 
trust you winna skrimp yourseli for iriiat ia 
iieedfu' for your health, since it signifies not 
muckle whilk o' us has the siller, if the other 
ivaatsit* And mind diis is no meant to baud 
ye to ony thiqg whilk ye wad rather forget, 
if yo suid get a chatge of a kirk or a scule, 
as above said. Only I hope it will be a scule, 
and not a kirk, because of these difficulties 
anent aitiht and patronages, whilk might 
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gang ill doun wi* my boniest father. Only 
if ye could compas a harmonious call frae 
the parish of Skreegh-me-dead, as ye anes 
had hope of, I trow it wad please him weel^ 
since I hae heard him «ay, that the root of 
the matter was mair deepfy hafted in that 
wild muirland parish dian in the Canc^te 
of Edinburgh. I wish I. had whaten boolcs 
ye wanted) Mr Butler, for they hae haill 
bouses of them here, and they are obliged 
to set sum out in the street, whilk are sauld 
cheap, doubtless, to get them out of the 
weather. It is a muckle place, ^nd I hae 
seen sae muckle of it, that ray poor >bead 
turns round-— And ye ken langsyne I am 
nae great pen-woman-— and it is near eleven 
o'clock o' the night. J am cumming down 
in good company^ and safe — and I had trou- 
bles in gauB up, whilk makes me biyther of 
travelling w? kend folk. My cousin, Mrs 
Glass, has a braw house here, but a' thing 
is sae poisoned wi' snuff, that I am like to 
be scomfished whiles. But what signifies 
these things, in comparison of the great de- 
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liverance whilk has been vouchsafed to my 
father's house, in whilk yofi, as our auld and 
dear well-wisher, will, I dout not, rejoice 
and t)e exceedingly glad. And I am, dear 
Mr Butler, your sincere well-wisher in tem- 
poral and eternal thingn, 

" J* D.- 

Afler these labours of an unwonted kind, 
Jeanie retired to her bed, yet scarce could 
sleep a few minutes together, so often was 
i she awakened by the heart-stirring consci- 
ousness of her sister's: safety, and so power- 
fully urged to deposit her bufthen of joy, 
where she had before laid bcr doubts and 
sorrows, in the warm and sincere exnoises 
of devotions* 

All the next, and ail die succeedtng day, 
Mrs Glass fidgetted about her shop in the 
agony of expectation, like a pea (to use a 
vulgar simile which her profession renders 
appropriate,) tipon one of her own tobacco- 
pipes. With the third morning came the 
expected coach, with four servants cluster* 
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ed behind on the foot-board, in dark^brown 
and yellow liveries ; the Duke in person, 
ifvith laced <;oat, gold* headed cane, star aod 
garter, all, a» the story-book says, very 
grand. 

He enquired for, his little country woman 
at Mrs Glass, but without requesting ta 
see her, probably because he was unwilling 
to give an appearance of personal inter- 
course betwixt them, whioh scandal might 
have misinterpreted* <* The Queeo,^ he said 
to Mrs Glass, *^ had taken the case of her 
kinswoman into her gracious consideratioiH 
and being specially moved by the affec* 
tionate and resolute character of the elder 
sister, had condescended to use her power- 
ful intercession with his Majesty, in conse^ 
quence of which a pardon had been dis- 
patched to Scotland to Effie Deans, on con- 
dition of her banishing herself forth of Scot* 
land for fourteen years. The king's advo- 
cate had insisted,'' he said, ** upon this qua-* 
lification of the pardon, having pointed oat 
to hii Majesty's ministers that within the 
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course of only seven years, twenty-one in- 
stances of child murther liad occurred in 
Seotlaiid/' 

« Weary on him !'' said Mrs Glass, *« what 
fot needed he to have telled that of his ain 
country^ and to the English fcflk abune a^ ? 
I used aye to think the advocate a douce 
decent man, but it is an ill bird — begging 
your Grace's pardon for speaking of such 
a coorse bye-word. And then what is the 
poor lassie to do in a foreign land ?-— Why, 
waes me, its just sending her to play the 
same pranks ower again, out of sight or 
guidance of her friends."' 

<« Pooh I pooh !" said the Duke, «' that 
need not be anticipated. Why, she may 
come up to London^ or she may go over to 
America^ and many well for all that is come 
and gone." 

*Mn troth, and so she may, as your 
Grace is pleased to intimate," replied Mrs 
Glass ; ** and €\ow I think upon it, there is 
my old correspondent in Virginia, Ephraim 
Buckskin, that has supplied the Thistle this 
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forty years with tobacoo, and it is not » \iU 
tie that serves our jturn» and he haa been 
writing t9 me this ten years to send Um 
out a wife. The carle- is not above sixty, 
and hale and hearty, and well to pass in the 
world, and a line from my band would sefa- 
tle the matter, and Effie Deans^ misfortune 
(forbye that thece is qo special occasion to 
speak about it) would be thought little of 
there.'* 

«* Is she a pretty girl J?' said the Duke,. 
*^ her sister does not. get beyond a good 
comely sonsy lass^'* 

« Oh, far prettier is Sffie than Jeanie,J* 
said Mrs Glass ;. *^ though it is long since 
I saw her mf sell, but I hear of the Deanses 
by all my Lowden friends when they come-— 
your Grace kens we Scots are clanipish bo* 
dies,** 

<« So much the better for us,'' said the 
Duke, ** and the worse for those who medr 
die with Us, as your good old-fashioned 
Scots sign says, Mrs Glass. And now I 
hope you will approve of the measures 
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I have taken for restoring your kinswoman' 
to her friends.** These he detailed at length; , 
and Mrs Glass gave her unqualified appro- 
bation, with a smile and a-curtsey at every 
sentence. ^* And naw, Mrs Glass, you 
must tell Jeaniet I hope she will not forget 
my cheese when she gets down to Scotland. 
Archibald has my orders to arrange all her 
expenceSi" 

^ Begging your Grace's humble pardon/* 
said Mrs Glass, ^' it's a pity to trouble your- 
self about them ; the Deanses are wealthy 
people in their way, and the lass has money 
in her pocket/* 

<* That^s all very true,** said the Duke j 
** but you know where MacCallummore 
travels he pays all ; it is our highland pri* 
vilege to take from all what toe want, and 
to give to all what they, want.** 

" Your Grace's better at giving than 
taking/' said Mrs Gjass. 

" To shew yott the contrary," said the 
Duke, •«! will fill my box out of this cannist» 
without paying you a bawbee j" and again 

B 2 
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desiring to be remembered to Jeanie, witb 
his good wishes for her safe journey, lie de- 
parted, leaving Mrs Glass uplifted in heart 
and in countenance, the proudest and hap« 
piest of tobacco and snuff dealers. 

Reflectively, his Grace's good humour 
and affability had a favourable effect upon^ 
Jeante^s situation. Her kinswoman, though 
civil and kind to her, had acquired toa 
much of London breeding to be perfectly 
satisfied with her cousin's rustic and nation- 
al dress, and was, besides, something scai)-^ 
dallzed at the cause of her journey to hbn* 
don. Mrs Glass might, therefore, havci been 
less sedulous in her attentions towards Jea- 
nie, but for the interest which the foremost 
of the Scottish nobles (for such, in all men'a 
estimation, was the Duke of Argyle) seemed 
to take in her fate. Now, however, as a 
kinswoman whose virtues and domestic af- 
fections had attracted the notice and ap-^ 
probatfon of royalty itself, Jeanie stood to 
her relative in a light very different and 
much more favourable^ and was not only 
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treated with kindness, but with actual ob- 
senpnce and respect. 

It depended upon herself alone to have 
made aa many visits, ^nd seen as m^ny 
sights, as lay within Mrs Glass's power 
to compass* But^ excepting that she dined 
abroad with one or two ** faraway kins- 
folk," and that she paid the same respect, 
on Mrs Glass's strong urgency, to Mrs De« 
puty Dabby, wife of the Worshipful Mr 
Deputy Dabby, of Farringdon Without, 
she did not avail herself of the opportuni- 
ty. As Mrs Dabby was the second lady of 
great rank whom Jeanie had seen in Lon- 
don, she nsed sometimes afterwards to draw 
a parallel betwixt her and the Queen, in 
which she observed, that *^ Mrs Dabby 
was dressed twice as grand, and was twice 
as big, and spoke twice as loud, and twice 
as muckle as the Queen did, but she hadna 
the same goshawk glance that makes the 
skin creep, and the knee bend } and though 
she had very kindly gifted her with a Joaf 
of sug^r and twa punds of tea, yet she bad- 
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na a'thegether the sweet look that the Queea 
had when she put the needle- book into her 
band." 

Jeanie might have enjoyed the sights and 
novelties of this great city more, had it not 
been for the qualification added to her sis 
ter's pardon, which greatly grieved her af- 
fectionate disposition. On this subject, how- 
ever, her mind was somewhat relieved by a 
letter which she received in return of po^t, 
in answer to that which she had written to 
her father. With his affectionate blessings 
it brought his full approbation of the step 
^hich she had taken, as one inspired by 
the immediate dictates of Heaven, and 
which she had been thrust upon in order 
that she might become the means of safe 
ty to a perishing househc^. 

••If ever a deliverance was dear and pre* 
cious, this,*' said the letter, •• is a dear and 
precious deliverance— -and if life saved can 
be made more sweet and savoury, it is when 
it cometh by the hands of those whom we 
hold in the ties of atfection. And do not 
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let your heart be disquieted within you, 
that this victim 9 wlio is rescued from the 
horns of the altar, whereunttt she was fast 
bound by the chains of human law, is now 
to be driven beyond the bounds of our 
land. Scotland is a blessed land to those 
who tove the ordinances of Christianity, and 
it is a fker land to look upon, and dear tq 
them who have dwelt in it a' their days; and 
weel ^id that judicious Christian, worthy 
John Livingstone, a sailor in Borrowstoun* 
ness, as the famous Patrick Walker reporteth 
lus words, that howbeit he thought Scotland 
was a Gehennah of wickedness when he was 
at home, yet, when he was abroad, he ac- 
'counted it ane paradise; for the evils of Scot- 
land he found every where, and the good 
of Scotland he found no where. But we 
•are to hold in remembrance that Scotland, 
though it be our native land, and the land 
of our fathers, is not like Goshen, in Egypt, 
xm wbilk the sun of the heavens and of the 
gospel shineth allenarly, andleaveth the re^t 
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of the world in utter darkness. Therefore, 
and also because this increase of profit at 
SaintLeonatd'sCrags^may be acauld waff of 
wind blawing from the frozen land of earthly 
self, where never plant of grace took root 
or grew, and because my cpnceims make 
me take something ower muckle a grip of 
.the gear of the warld in mine arms, I receive 
this dispensation anent Effie as a call to 
depart out of Haran, as righteous Abraham 
of old, and leave my father's kindred and 
;iny mother's house, and the ashes and mould 
of them who have gone to sleep before me, 
and which wait to be mingled with these auld 
crazed bones of mine own. And my heart is 
lightened to do this, when I call to mind the 
decay of active and earnest religion in this 
land, and survey the height and the depth, 
the length and the breadth of national defec- 
tions, and how the love of many is waxing 
lukewarm and cold ^ and I am strengthened 
in this resolution to change my domicile, like* 
jwise^as 1 hear that store-farms are to be set at 
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an easy mail in Northumberland, where there 
are many precious souU that are of our true^ 
though suffering persuasion. And sic part of 
the kye or stock as I judge it fit to keep, may 
be driven thither without incommodity — say 
about Wooler, or that gate— ^keeping aye 
a shouther to the hilts, and the rest may be 
sauld to gude profit and advantage, if we 
had grace weel to use and guide these gifla 
of the warld. The Laird has been a true 
friend on our unhappy occasions, and I have 
paid him back the oilier for Eflie's misfor- 
tune, whereof Mr Nicbcl Novit returned 
him no balance, as the Laird and I did ex- 
pect he wad hae done. But law licks up a% 
as the common folks say. — I have had the 
siller to borrow out of sax purses. Mr Sad- 
dletree advised to give the Laird of Louns- 
beck a charge on his band for a thousand 
merks. B4it I hae nae broo* of charges^ 
siiice that awfu' morning that a tout of a 
horn, at the cross of Edinburgh, blew half 
the faithtU'' ministers of Scotland oat of 
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their pulpits. — However I sail raise an adju- 
dication, whilk Mr Saddletree says comes 
instead of the auld apprisings, and will not 
lose weel-won gear with the like of* him if 
it may be helped.^ As for the Queen, and 
the credit that ^e hath done to a poor 
man^s daughter,, and the mercy and the 
grace ye found with her, I can only pray 
for her weeUbeing here and hereafter, for 
the establishment of her ho^use now and for 
ever, uppn the throne of these kingdoms* 
i doubt not but what you told her Majesty,, 
that I was the same David Deans of whom ^ 
there was a sport at the Revolution when 
I noited thegither the heads of twa false^ 
prophets, these ungracious Graces the pre- 
JateS) as they stood on the Hie- street, after 
being expelled from the Convention-parlia- 
ment. The Duke of Argyle is a< noble and 
true-hearted nobleman, who pleads the 
cause of the poor, and those who have none 
to help them ; verily his reward shall not be 
lacking unto him. I have been writing of 
many things, but not of that whilk lies 
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iieafe8t;.0iine heart, I have seed the mi9- 

• > « > 

guided things stie wiU be at jfreedoin . the 
morn, on enacted caution that she shaH; 
leave Scotland ki. four weeks. Her min^' 

4 

is in an evil franie»— casting her eye back- 
ward on Egypt, I doubti as i£ the bitter 
waters of the wilderness were • harder to- 
endure than the brick furnaces, by the 
side of whicli there were savoury flesh-pots*^ 
I need. not bid you. make haste down, for 
you are, excepting always my Great Mas- 
ter, my only comfort in thete straights. 
I chaige you to withdraw your feet from, 
tibe delusion of that Vanity-fair inwhilk 
ye are a sojourner, and not to go to their 
worship,, whilk is an ill mumbled' mass, as it 
was weel termed by James the Sext, though 
he afterwards, with his unhappy son, strove 
to bring it ower back and belly into his na- 
tive kingdom,^ wh^rethcougb their sace have 
bjeen cut off as foam upon the water, andshalL 
be as wanderers among the nations — see 
the prophecies of Hosea, ninth and seven- 
teentb^ and the same^ tenth and aeventh* 
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But US and our house, let us saj with the 
same prophet ; ^ Let us return to the 
Lord, for he hath torn and he \^iU heal 
us-^He hath smitten, and he will bind us 

up." 

He proceeded to say, that he approved 
of her proposed mode of returning by Glas- 
gow, and entered into sundry minute pai'- 
ttculars not necessary to be quoted. A 
•ingle line in the letter, but not the least 
frequently read by rtie party to whom it 
ipras addressed, intimated, that ^' Reuben 
Butler had been as a son to him in hig s€^« 
rows." As Davtd Deans scuce ever men- 
tioned Butler before, without some gibe^ 
more or less direct, either at his carnal 
gifts and learning, or at his grandfather's 
heresy, Jeanie drew a good omen from no 
such qualifying clause being added to this 
sentence respecting him. 

A lover's hope resembles the bean in the 

nursery tale,-^let it once take root, and it 

'will grow so rapidly, that in the course of 

a few hours the giant Imagination builds a 
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castle on the top, and by and bye comes 
'Diss^pomtoient wick the ** curUd axe,** and 
hews down botfc the pfaifit and the supevstrae- 
ture. Jeanie's fancy» though not the most 
powerful of her faculties^ was lively enough 
to triutsport her to a wild farm in Northum- 
berland, well stocked with milk-cows, yield 
beasts and sheep } a meeting-house hard by^ 
frequented by serious presbyterians^ who 
had united in a harmonious call to Reuben 
Butler to be their spiritual guide ; — Effie 
restored, not to gaiety, but to cheerfuloesa 
at least ; — ^their father, with his grey haira 
smoothed down, and spectacles on his nose^ 
—herself with the maiden snood exchan- 
ged for a matron's curch — all arranged in 
a pew in the said meeting-house, listening 
to words of devotion, rendered sweeter and 
more powerful by the affectionate ties which 
combined them with the preacher. She 
cherished such visions from day to day, un- 
til her residence in London began to be* 
come unsupportable and tedious to her^ 
and it was with no ordinary satisfaction 
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that she received a- summons from Argyle- 
house,. requiring her in two days to be pre- 
pared to join their northward party. 
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CHAPTER in. 

4)oe W8S a female, who had grievous ill 
Wrought in revenget and she enjoyed it still } 
Sullen she was, and threatening; in her eye 
Glared the stem triumph that she dared to die. 

Crabbs. ' 

The summons of preparation arrived afi* 
ter Jeanie Deans had resided in the metro*' 
polls about three weeks. 

On the morning ai^poioted she took 4 
grateful farewell of Mrs Glass, as that good 
woman^s attention to 'her particularly re« 
quired, placed herself and her moveable 
goods, which purchases and presents had 
greatly increased, in a hackney-coach, and 
joined her travelling companions in the 
housekeeper's apartment at Argyle house* 
While the carriage was getting ready, sbe 
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was informed that the Duke wished to 
speak with her ; and being ushered into a 
splendid saloon, she was surprised to find 
that he wished to present her to his ladj 
and daughters. . 

" I bring you my little countrywoman^ 
Duchess," these were the words of the in- 
troduction } " With an army of young fel* 
lows, as gallant and steady as she is, and a 
good cause, I would not fear two to one." 

** Ah, papa !" said a lively young lady, 
about twelve years old, ^ remember you 
were full one to two at Sberifi-muir, and 
yet," (singing the well known ballad)-r- 

^^ Some say that we wmk, and aonie say that they .w«n> 
And aome say that nanecwaa at a'^ man; 

Sttt o£ ae thing I'm sure,, that <m Sheriff-xnuir 
A battle there was that I saw, man.'* 

<< What, little Mary turned Tory on my 
bands?— This will be fine news for our 
countrywoman to carry down to ^Scotland !'* 

*^ We may all turn tories for the thanks 



THB HEART OP XXD-LOTHIAK* 47 

we have gotten for remaining wfaigs^'' said 
the second young lady. 

«< Well, hold your peace, you discontent* 
ed monkies, and go dress your babies ; and 
as for the Bob of Dumblane, 

** If it wasna wed bobbit, wed bobbit, weel bobbil^ 
If it wasiia wed bobbit^ we'll bobb it again/' 

*^ F!^>a's wit is running low," said LadjT 
Mary ; ^ the poor gentleman is repeating 
himself — he sang that on the field of battle^ 
when he was told the Highlanders bad cut 
his left wing to pieces with their clay- 
mores." 

A pull by the hair was the repartee to 
this sally. 

*^ Ah ! brave Highlanders and bright, 
claymores," said the Duke, ^' well da I 
wish them, ' for a* the ill they hae done 
me yet/ as the song goes*— But come, mad- 
caps, say a civil word to your countrywo- 
man-^I wish you had half her canny hame* 
ly sense; I think you may be as leal and 
true-hearted." 

10 
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' The Duchess advanced, and, in few woi^d^, 
in which there was as nmch kindness as ct- 
vility t assured Jeanie of the respect which 
she had for a character so affectionate, and 
yet so firm, and added, ** When you get 
home, you will perhaps hear from me/' 

«* And frcHn me/' «« And from me/* 
** And from me, Jeanie,^* added the young 
ladies one after the other, "-for you are a 
tredit to the lai^d we loveiso well." 

Jeanie, overpowered with these unex- 
pected compliments, an^i not aware that 
the Duke's investigation had made him ac- 
quainted with her behaviour on her sister's 
trials could only answer by blushing, and 
curtseying round and around, and uttering 
at intervals, "Mony thanks! mony thanksl** 

* •• Jeanie,'* said the Duke, '* you must 
have dock an' dorrochf or you will be un- 
able to travel." 

There was a salver with cake and wine 
on the table. He took up a glass, drank 
"to all true hearts that lo'ed Scotland,*' 
and offered a glass to his guest 
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Jeanie^howevert declined it» nying^ '^that 
she had never tasted wine in her iife.^ 

<< How comes that, Jeanie?^ said the 
Duke, — *< wine maketh glad the heart, you 
know.** 

<< Aji sir, but my father is like Jonadab 
the son of Rechab, who charged his chil- 
dren that they should drink no wine.** 

^ I thought your father would have had 
more sense,** said the Duke, ^* unless, in* 
deed, he prefers brandy. But, however, 
Jeanie, if you wiU not drink, you must eat, 
to save the character of my house.** 

He thrust upon her a large piece of cake, 
nor would he permit her to break off a frag- 
ment, and lay the rest on the salver. ^* Put 
it in your pouch, Jeante,** said he ; ** you 
will be glad of it before you see St Giles's 
steeple. I ^h to heaven I were to see it 
18 soon as you ! and so my best service to 
aU my friends at and about Auld Reekie, 
and a blithe journey to you.'* 

And, mixing the frankness of a soldier 

VOL. rr« c 



50 TALES OF MY LANDLORD^ 

with his natural affabiUty, he shook hands 
with his protegee, and committed her to 
the charge of Archibald, satisfied that he 
had provided sufficiently for her being at- 
tended to by his domestics, from the un- 
usual attention with which he had himself 

treated heir. 

Accordingly, in the course of her jour- 
ney, she found both her companions dispo- 
sed to pay her every possible attention, so 
that her return, in point of ease and safety, 
formed a strong contrast to her journey to 

London. 

Her heart also was disburthened of the 
weight of grief, shame, apprehension, and 
fear, which had loaded her before her inters 
view with the Queen at Richmond. BE«t 
the human mind is so strangely capricious, 
that, when freed froin the pressure of real 
misery, it becomes open and sensitive to 
the apprehension of ideil calamities. She 
was now much disturbed in mind,' that she 
h»d heard nothing from Reuben BuUer, to 
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whom the operation of writing was so much 
more familiar than it was to herself. 

^^ It would have cost him sae little fash,^ 
she said to herself; *^ for I hae seen his pen 
gang as fast ower the paper, as ever it did 
ower the water when it was in the grey 
goose's wing. Waes me ! maybe he may 
be badly— but then my father wad likely 
hae said something about it — Or maybe he 
may hae ta'en the rue, and kens na how to 
let me wot of his chan^^e of mind. He 
needna be at muckle fash about it,"-H3he 
went on^ drawing herself up, though the 
tear of honest pride and injured affectioH 
gathered in her eye, as she entertained the 
suspicion,— «** Jeanie Deans is no the lass 
to pu' him by the sleeve, or pat him ht 
mind of what he wishes to forgets I shall 
wish him weel ^nd happy a' the same ; and 
if he Jbas the luck to get a kirk in our coun- 
lary, I sail .gang and hear him just the very 
same, to show, that 1 bear nae msdice.* 
And as she imagined the scene^ the tear 
fltoU over her^;e«r 



i 



Jn these melancholy revdries. Jea^ie had 
full time to indulge herself; for her travel- 
ling co;npanioQSy servants in adistingaished 
and fashionable family, had, of course, many 
topics of conversation, in which it.^i^as ab« 
solutely impossible she could have either 
pleasure or portion. She had| therefore, 
abundant leisure for reflection, and eVen 
for self-tQrmenting, during the several days 
which, indulging the young horses which 
the Duke was sending down to the North 
with suflicient ease and short stages, they 
occupied in reaching the vicinity of Car- 

liale* 

In approaching the vicinity of that an* 
cieut.city, th^ discerned a considerable 
crowd upon an eminence at a little dis- 
tance from the high toad, and learned from 
some passengers who were gathering to- 
wards that busy scene from the southward, 
that the cause of the concoui'se was, the 
laudable public desire <* to see a domned 
Scotch witch and thief get half of het due 
upo' Haribee-broo* yonder, for she was onlf 
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to be hanged ; she diouldi hae been boom* 
ed aloive,' an' cheap on V 

<< Dtar Mr Arcbibald»* said the dame 
of the dairy elect, ^ I never seed a woman 
hanged in a' my life, and only four men, 
as made a goodly spectacle.** 

Mr Archibald, however, was a Scotch- 
man, and promised himself no exuberant 
pleasure in seeing his countrywoman un- 
dergo •^ the terrible behests of law,** More- 
over, he was a man of sense and delicacy 
in his way, and the late circumstances of 
Jeanie's family, with the cause of her ex- 
pedition to London, were not unknown to 
to him } so that he answered drily, it was im- 
possible to stop, as he must be early at 
Carlisle on some business of the Duke's, 
and he accordingly bid the postillions get 
on« 

The road at that time passed at about 
a quarter of a mile's distatice from the emi- 
nence, called Haribee or Harabee-broW, 
which, though it is very moderate in size 
^nd height, is nevertheless seen from a great 
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distance around, owing to. the flatness of 
the country through which the 5den flows. 
Here many an outlaw, and border^dder of 
both kingdoms, had wavered in the wind 
during the wars, and scarce less hostile 
truces between the two countries. Upon 
Harabee, in latter days, other executions had 
taken place with as little ceremony as com« 
passion ; for these frontier provinces remain- 
ed long unsettled, and even at the time of 
which we write, were ruder than these in 
the centre of England. 

The postillions drove on, wheeling, as 
the Penrith road led them, round the verge 
of the rising ground. Yet still the eyes of 
Mrs Dolly Dutton, which, with the head 
and substantial person to which they );>e- 
longed, were all turned towards the scene 
of action, could discern plainly the out* 
line of the gallows-tree, relieved against 
the clear sky, the dark shade forn^ed by the 
persons of the executioner and tlie crimi*- 
nal upon the light rounds of the tall aerial 
ladder, until one of the objects, launched 
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into the air, gave unequivocal signs of mor- 

■ 

tal agpny 9 though appearing in the distance 

I, A 

not larger than a spider dependant at the 
extremity of his invisible thread, while the 
remaining form descended from its elera* 
ted situation^ and regained with all speed 
an undistinguished place among the crowd. 
This termination of the tragic scene drew 
forth of course a squall from Mrs Dutton, 
and Jeanie, wit^ instinctive curiosityy turn* 
ed her head in tlie same direction* 

The sight of a female culprit in the aet 
of undergpiiig the fatal punishment from 
which her beloved sister had been so recent- 
ly rescued, was too much, not perhaps for 
her nerves, but for her mind and feelings. 
She turned her head to the other side of 
the carriage, with a sensation of sickness, of 
loathing, and of fainting. Iler female com- 
panion overwhelnied her with questions, 
'with proffers of assistance, with requests that 
the carriage might be stopped— that a doctor 
might be fetched— that drops might be got- 
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ten— »that burnt feathers and, assafcettdat 
fair water, and hartshorn might be procured, 
all ait once, and without one instant^s delay* 
Archibald, more calm and considerate, on* 
ly de»red the carriage to push forward, 
and it was not till they had got beyond 
sight of the fatal spectacle, tliat, seeing the 
deadly paleness of Jeanie's countenance^ 
he stopped the carriage, and jumping out 
himself, went in search of the most ob* 
yious and most easily procured of Mrs 
Duttod*s pharmacopeia—a draught, name* 
ly, of fresh water. 

While Archibald was absent on this good- 
natured piece of service, damning the 
ditches which produced nothing but mud» 
and thinking upon the thousand bubbling 
springlets of his own mountains, the atteii* 
dants on the execution began to pass the 
stationary vehicle in their way back to 
Carlisle. 

' From their half-heard and half-under- 
stood words, Jeanie, whose attention was 
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involuntarily rivetted by them» as that of 
children is by j^host stories, though they 
know the pain with which they will after* 
wards remember them» Jeanie, I say» could 
discern that the present victim of the law 
had died game^ as it is termed by those un- 
fortunates, that ist sullen, reckless, and im 
penitent, neither fearing Godf nof regard* 
ing man. 

*^ A sture woife, and a dour,'* said one 
Cumbrian peasant, as he clattered by in 
his wooden brogues, with a noise like the 
trampling of a dray-horse. 

^< She has gone to ho master, tvith hp's, 
name in her mouth," said another } *< Shame 
the country should be harried wi* Scotch 
witches and Scotch bitches this gate— but 
I say hang and drown/' 

<< Ay, ay, Gaffer Tramp, take awa' 
yealdon, take awa' low— hang tho witch, 
and there will be less scathe amang m; 
myne owsen hae been reckajpi this two< 
mont.'* 

c3 
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*^ And mine bairns hae been criiiing too, 
mon," replied his neighbour, 

** Silence wi* your fule tongues, ye 
ehurles,"' said an old woman, who hobbled 
past them, as they stood talking near the 
carriage } ^* this was hae witch, but a 
bluidy fingered thief and murthere3S." 

" Ay ? was it e*en sae. Dame Hinchup ?' 
said one in a civil tone, and stepping out of 
his place to let the old woman pass along 
the foot-path— "Nay, you know best,sure— 
but at ony rate, we hae but tint a Scot of 
her, and that's a thing better lost than 
found.** ^ 

The old woman passed on without mak- 
ing any answer, 

•^ Ay, ay, neighbour,** said Gaffer Tramp, 
«« seest thoa how One witch will speak 
fcMT t'other ?—*Scots or English, the same to 
them.'' 

His companion shook his head, and re« 
{died in the same subdued tone, ^ Ay, 
ay, when a Sark-foot wife gets on her 
broomstickj^ the dames of Altonby are ready 
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to mounty just as sure as the bye word gangs 
o' the bills, 



If Skiddaw hath, a cup^ 
Criffel Wots full weel of that. 



^ But," continued Gaffer Tramp, " think 
est thou the daughter o* yon hangit body 
isna as rank a witch as ho P' 

" 1 kenna clearly ,** returned the fellow, 

« 

^ but the folk are speaking o' swimming 
her ? the Eden/* And they passed on 
their several roads, after wishing each other 
good morning* 

Just as the clowns left the place, and as 
Mr Archibald returned with some fair water, 
a crowd of boys and girls, and some of the 
lower rabble of more mature age, came up 
from the place of execution,, grouping 
themselves with many a yell of delight 
around a tail female fantastically dressed,, 
who was dancing, leaping, and bounding 
in the niidst of them. A horrible recollec 
tioQ pressed on Jeanie as she looked on 
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this unfortunate creature^ and the remima- 
cence was mutual, for by a sudden exertion 
of great strength and agility, Madge Wild- 
fire broke out of the noisy circle of tor- 
mentors who surrounded her, and clinging 
fast to the door of the calash, uttered, in a 
sound betwixt laughter and screaming, 
*^ £b, dye ken, Jeanie- Deans, they hae 
hangit our mother?'* Then suddenly chang* 
ing her tone to that of the most piteous eop 
treaty, she. added, ** O gar them let me 
gang to cut her down !~-let me but cut hf^r 
down !— she is my mother, if she was waur 
than the deil, and she'll be nae mair ken- 
speckle than half hangit Maggie Dickson, 
that cried saut mony a day after she had been 
hangit } her voice was roupit and hoarse, 
and her neck was a wee agee, or ye wad 
hae kend nae odds on her frae ony other 
saiit-wife," 

Mr Archibald, embarrassed by the mad- 
woman's clinging to the carriage, and de^ 
taining around them her noisy and mischie- 
vous attendants, was allthis while looking 
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out for a constable or beadle, to whom he 
might commit the unfortunate creature. But 
seeing no such person of authority, he endea- 
voured to loosen her hold from the carriage, 
that they might escape from her by driving 
on. This, however,could hardly be achieved 
vdthout some degree of violence i Madge 
hield fast, and renewed her frantic entreaties 
to be permitted to cut down her mother. 
^<It was but a tenpenny tow lost,** she said, 
^< and what was that to a woman's life ?^ 
There came up, however, a parcel of savage 
lookii^ fellows, butchers and graziers chief- 
ly, among whose cattle there had been of late 
a very 'general and fatal distemper, which 
their wisdom imputed to witchcraft. They 
laid violent h&nds on Madge, and tore hejr 
firom the carriage, exclaiming*—** What, 
doest stop folk o' king^s highway ? Hast no 
done mischief enow alieady, wi' thy niur* 
ders and thy witcherings ?*' 
' ** Oh Jeanie Deans— -Jeanjle Deans !'- ex- 

daimed the poor VMftifLp^ ** save my on^ 
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ther, and I will take ye to the Interpreter's 
house again, — and I will teach ye a* my 
bonhie sangs, — and I will tell ye what came 

o* the •• The rest of her entreiatiies were 

drowtied in the shouts of the rabble. 

«* Save her, for God's sake ! — save her 
from those people!" exclaimed Jeanie to 
Archibald. 

^ She is' mad, but quite innocent; she 
-is mad, gentlemen,* said Archibald j «* do 
Bot use her ill, take her before the Mayor.** 

" Ay, ay, we*se hae care ienow on her,*^ 
answered'bne of the fellows ; •* gang thou 

4hy gate, man, and mind thine own mat- 
ers.** , 

" He^i a Scot by his tongue,** said an- 
other ; " and an* he will come out b* hrs 
whirligig there, Fse gie him his tartain plaid 
fu* o* broken banes.** 

It was clear nothing could be done to 
rescue Madge, and Archibald, who was a 
man of huknanity, could bnly bidthd pos- 
tiUiotas hurry 6n to Carlisle, that he might 
obtain some assistance to the unfortunate 
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woman. As they drove off, they heard the 
hoarse roar with which the mob preface 
acts of riot or cruelty, yet even above that 
deep and dire note, they could discern the 
screams of the unfortunate victim. They 
were soon out of hearing of the cries^ but 
had no sooner entered the streets of Car* 
lisle, thdXk Archibald, at Jeanie^s earnest and 
urgent entreaty, went, to a magistrate, to 
state the cruelty which was likely to be ex* 
ercised on this unhappy creature. 

In about an hour and a half he returned 
and reported to Jeanie, that the magistrate 
had very readily gone in person, with some 
assistants, to the rescue of the unfortunate 
woman, and that he had himsdf. accompa- 
nied him i that when they came to the mudi» 
dy pooU in which the mob were. ducking 
her^ according to their favourite mode of 
punishment, the magistrate succeeded m 
rescuing her from their hands, but in a 
state of insensibility, owing to the cruet 
treatment which 9he bad received* H^ 
added| that he bad seen her carried to the 

5 
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work'house, and understood that fifie had 
been brought tq herself, and was expected 
to do well. 

This last averment was a slight altera^ 
tion in point of fact, for Madge Wildfire 
was not expected to survive the treatment 
she had received ; but Jeanie seemed so 
much agitated, that Mr Archibald did not 
think it prudent to tell her the worst at 
once. Indeed she appeared so fluttered and 
disordered by this alarming incident, that) 
although it had been their intention to pro* 
ceed to Longtown that evening, her com- 
panions judged it most advisable to pass 
the night at Carlisle. 

This was particularly agreeable to Jeanie, 
who resolved, if possible, to procure an in- 
terview with Madge Wildfire. Connecting 
some of her wild flights with the narrative 
of George Staunton, she was unwilling to 
omit the opportunity of extracting froni 
her, it possible, some information concern- 
ing the fate of that unfortunate iaf^nt 
which had cost her sister so dear« Her ac- 
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foaintance with the disordered state of 
poor Madge's mind, did not permit her to 
eheriah much hope that she could acquire 
from her any useful intelligence ; but then, 
since Madge's mother had suffered her de- 
serts, and was silent for ever, it was her 
only chance of obtaining any kind of in- 
formation, and she was loth to lose the op- 
portunity. 

She coloured her wish to Mr Archibald 
by saying, that she had seen Madge former* 
ly, and wished to know, as a matter of hu- 
manity, how she was attended to under her 
present misfortunes. That complaisant per- 
son immediately went to the work- house, or 
hospital, in which he had seen the sufferer 
lodged, and brought back for reply, that 
the medical attendants positively forbade 
her seeing any one. When the application 
for admittance was repeated next day, Mr 
Archibald was informed that she had been 
very quiet and composed, insomuch that 
the clergymani who acted as chaplain to the 
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establishment, thought it expedient to read 
prayers beside her bed, but that her wan- 
dering fit of mind had returned soon afteF 
his departure j however, her countrywoman 
might see her if she chose it. She was 
hot expected to live above an hour or two* 

Jeanie had no sooner received this infor- 
mation, than she hastened to the hospital^ 
her companions attending her. They found 
the dying person in a large ward, where 
there were ten beds, of which the jpatientV 
was the only one occupied. 

Madge was singing when they ehtered— 
singing her own wil'd snatches of ^ongs and 
obsolete air?, with a voice no longer over- 
strained by false spirits, but softened, sad- 
dened, and subdued by bodily exhaustion* 
She was still insane, but was no longer able 
to express her wandering ideas in the wild 
notts 6f her former state of exalted ima« 
gin^tioh. There was death in the plain- 
tivlB tones of her voice, which yet, in this 
moderated and mdancholy mood^bad some- 



thid)^ 6f the lullihg sblind with which a 
mother sings her infant asleep. As Jeanie 
entered, she beard 'first the air, and then 
a part d tke chorus and words of what had 
been, perhaps, the soiig olF a jolly harvest* 

^ Our wdrk is mtt^wet now. 
The go^man wipes his wesrj brow, 
The last long wain wends slow away, 
And we are free to sport and play. 

^ The night comes on when sets the su», 
And labour ends when day is done^ 
When Aatttmn1» gone and Winter's come^ 
We hold our jovial harvest-home/* 

Jeanie advanced to the hed-side when the 
strain was finished, and addressed Madge 
by her name. But it produced no symp- 
toms of recollection. On the contrary, the 
patient, like one provoked by ititerruption^ 
changed her postute, and called out, with 
an impatient tone, ** Nurse— nurse, turn 
my face to the wa', that I may never an- 



68 TALES BT MT LAKBLORD. 

8wer to that name oiiy inair» and never flee 
matr of a wicked world.** 

The attendant on the hospital arranged 
her in her bed as she desired , with her face 
to the wall» and her back to the light. So 
soon as she was quiet in this new positioPy 
she began again to sing in the saine low 
and modulated strains, as if she was reco- 
vering the state of abstraction which the 
interruption ef her visitants had disturbed. 
The strain, however, was diflerent, and ra» 
ther resembled the music of the Methodist 

« 

hymns, though the measure of the song waa 
similar to that of the former* 

^ When the fight (rf grace ii foughty— 

When the marriage vest is wrought,*— . .. 

When Faith hath chated cold Doubt awaj, . , 

And Hope but sickens at delay^-^ 

When Charity, imprisoned here, 

Longs for a more expanded sphere^ 

Doff thy robes ef sin and day ; 

Christian, rise, and come away.*^ 

The strain was solemn and affecting, sus« 
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t»Bed as it was by the pathetic warble of a 
voice which had naturally been a fine one^ 
and which weaknesst if it diminished its 
power, had improved in softness. Archibald^ 
though a follower of the court,and therefore 
a poco-curante by profession, was confused, 
if not a&cted j the dairy-maid blubbered ; 
and Jeanie felt the tears rise spontaneously 
to her eyes. £ven the nurse, accustomed 
to all modes in which the spirit can pass, 
seemed considerably affected* 

The patient w^ evidently growing weak- 
er, as was intimated by an apparent difficul- 
ty of breathing, which seiced hter from time 
to time, and b}' the utterance of low listless 
moans, intimating that nature was succum* 
bing in the last conflict. But the spirit^ 
of melody, which must originally have so 
strongly possessed this unfortunate young 
woman, seemed> at every imtervai of ease» 
to triumph over her pain and weakness. 
And it was remarkable, that there dould 
always be traced in her songs somethipg 

8 
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appropriate, though perhaps only obliquely 
or collaterally so, to her present situation. 
Her next seemed to be the fragment of 
some old ballad : 



*^ Cauld is my bed> Lord Archibald^ 

And sad ray sleep of sorrow ; 
But thine sail be as sad and cauld, 

My feuse true-love ! to-morrow. 

^^ And weep ye not* my maidens free. 
Though death your mistress borrow; 

For he for whom I die to-day, 
Shall die for me to-morrow.** 

Again she changed the tune to one ^ild- 
er, less monotonous, and less regular. But 
of the words only a fragment or two could 
be collected by those who listened to thiH 
singular scene. * 

^< Pr(Hid Maiaie is in the wood, 

WaUuBg so early; 
Sweet Robin sits on the hi^ 

Smging so rarely. 
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^ * Te]l ine» thou bonny bird, 

When shall I marry me ?'— » 
' When six brav gentlemen 

Kirkward shall carry ye.' 



'' ' Who makes the bridal bed. 

Birdie^ say truly ?' 
' The gray-headed sexton 

That delves the grave duly/ 



^' The glow-worm o'er grave and stone 

Shall light thee steady; 
The owl from the steeple smg, 

* Welcome* proud lady.' 



9f* 



Her voice died away with the last notes, 
and she fell into a slumber, from which the 
experienced attendant assured them, that 
she would never awake at all, or only in the 
death-agony. 

Her first prophecy was true. The poor 
maniac parted with existenccj without again 
Uttering a sound of any kind. But our tra« 
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vellers did not witness this catastrophe* 
They left the hospital so soon as Jeanie 
imd satisfied herself that no elucidation of 
her sister's misfortunes was to be hoped 
from the dying person. 
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CHAPTER IV. . 

Wilt thou go on with .me \ .„^ 

The mood is bright, the sea is calm, '^^ 
And I know weU the ocean-paths • • • • 

Thou wilt go oa with m& 

Thahha. 

The fatigue and agitation of these vari- 
ous scenes kad agitated Jeanie so much^ 
notwithstanding her robust strength of con- 
stitiition^ that Archibald judged it neces- 
sary that she should have a da/s repose at 
the village of Longtbwn. It was in vain 
that Jeanie herself protested against any 
delay. The Duke of Argyle*s man of con. 
fidence was of course consequential; and 
as he had been bred to the medical profes* 
sion in his youth, (at least he used this ex-' 

VOL. IV. D 
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presdon to describe his having, thirty years 
before, pounded for six months in the mor- 
tar of old Mungo Mangelman, the surgeon 
at Greenock), he was obstinate whenever a 
matter of health was in question. 

In this case he discovered febrile symp- 
toms, and having once made a happy ap- 
plication of that learned phrase to Jeanie's 
case, all farther resistance became in vain ; 
and she was glad to acquiesce, and even to 
go to bed, and drink water-gruel, in order 
that she might possess her soul in quiet, 
and without interruption* 

Mr Archibald was equally attentive in 
another particular. He observed that the 
execution of the old woman, and the mi- 
serable fate of her daughter, seemed to 
have made a more powerful effect upon 
Jeanie's -mind, than the usual feelings of 
humanity might naturally have been ex 
pected to occasion. Yet she was obvious- 
ly a strong-minded, sensible young woman, 
and in no respect subject to nervous affec- 
tions i and therefore Archibald, being ig- 

9 
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norant of any special connection between 
his master's protegee and these unfortunate 
persons, excepting that she had seen Madge 
formerly in Scotland, naturally imputed the 
strong impression these events had made 
upon her, to her associating them with the 
unhappy circumstances in which her siytor 
had so lately stood. He became anxious, 
therefore, to prevent any thing occurring 
which might recal these associations to 
Jeanie's mind* 

Archibald had speedily an opportunity of 
exercising this precaution. Apedlar brought 
to Longtown that evening, amongst other 
wares, a large broadside-sheet, giving an 
account of the << Last Speech and Execu- 
tion of Margaret Murdockson, and of the 
barbarous Murder of her Daughter, Magda* 
lene or Madge Murdockson, called Madge 
Wildfire ; and of her pious Conversation 
with his Reverence Arch-deacon Fleming;" 
which authentic publication had apparent^ 
ly taken place on the day they left Carlisle, 
and being an article of a nature peculiarly 



76 TALES OF 'MY LANDLORD* 

acceptable to such country-folks as were 
v^ithin hearing of the transaction,^ the iti- 
nerant bibliopolist had forthwith added 
them to his stock in trade. He found a 
merchant sooner than he expected j for 
Archibald, much applauding hi*^ own pro- 
denee, purchased the whole lot for two 
shillings and ninepence ; and the pedlar, 
delighted with the profit of such a whole- 
sale transaction, instantly returned to Car- 
lisle to supply himself with more. 

The considerate Mr Archibald was about 
to commit his whole purchase to the flames, 
but it was rescued by the yet more consi- 
derate dairy-damsel, who said, very prudent* 
ly, it was a pity to waste so much paper, . 
which might cr^pe hair, pin up bonnets, 
and serve many other useful purposes ; and 
who promised to put the parcel into her 
own trunk,, and keep it carefully out of the 
sight of Mrs Jeanie Deans : ** Though by. 
the bye she had no great notion of folks- 
being so very nice. Mrs Deans might haVe 
had enough to think about the gallows all 
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this time to endure a sight of it, without ail 
this to do about it«'^ 

Archibald reminded the dame of the 
dairy of the Duke's very particular charge, 
that they should be attentive and civil to 
Jeanie ; as also they were to part company 
soon, and consequently would not be doom- 
ed to observing any one's health or temper 
during the rest of the journey. With which 
answer Mrs Dolly Dutton was obliged to 
hold herself satisfied. 

. On the morning they resumed their jour- 
ney, and prosecuted it successfully, travel- 
Mag through Dumfries-shire and part of 
Lanarkshire, until they arrived at the small 
town of Rutherglen, within about four 
miles of Glasgo-.y. Here an express brought 
letters to Archibald from the principal agent 
of the Duke of Argyle in Edinburgh. 

He said nothing of their contents that 
evening ; but when they were seated in 
the carriage the next day, the faithful squire 
informed Jeanie, that he had received direc- 
tiofQs from the Duke's factor, to whom his 
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Gracehad recommended him to carry her» if 
she had no objection, for a stage or two be- 
yond Glasgow* Some temporary causes of 
discontent had occasioned tumults in that 
city and the neighbourhood, which would 
render it unadviseabie for Mrs Jeanie Deans 
to travel alone and unprotected betwixt that 
city and Edinburgh ; whereas by going for- 
ward a little farther^ they would meet one 
of his Grace's sub»factors, who was coming 
down from the Highlands to Edinburgh 
with his wife, and under whose charge she 
might journey with comfort and in safety* 
Jeanie remonstrated against this ar- 
fangement. <^ She had been lang,^' she 
said,- ^^ frae hame— her father *and her 
Bister behoved to be very anxious to see 
lier— there were other friends she had that 
werena weel in health. She was willing to 
pay for man and horse at Glasgow, and 
surely naebody wad middle wi* sae harm- 
less and feckless a creature as she was.— . 
She was muckle obliged by the offer ; but 
never hunted deer langed for its resting* 
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place, as I do to find myself at Saint Leo- 
nardV* 

The groom of the chambers exchanged a 
look with his female companion, which seem 
ed so full of meaning, that Jeanie scream^ 
ed aload«— <* O Mr Archibald — Mrs Dut* 
ton, if ye ken of ony thing that has hapi. 
pened at Saint Leonard's, for 6od*s sake— 
for pity's sake, tell me^ and dinna keep me 
in suspense ^ 

*^ I really know nothings Mrs Deans^*^ 
said the groom of the chamber.. 

«• And I— I— I am sure, 1 knows as little,* 
said the dame of the dairy, while some com« 
munication seemed to tremble on her lipSi 
which, at a glance of Archibald's eye, she 
appeared to swallow down, and compressed 
lier lips thereafter into a state of extreme 
and vigilant firmness, as if she had been 
afraid of its bolting out before she waa 
aware* 

Jeanie saw that there was to be some- 
thing concealed from her, and it was only 
the repeated assurances of Archibald that. 
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hjer father— her sister — all her friends <were^ 
so far as he knew, well and happy, that at 
all pacified her alarm. From such resp^ect- 
able people as those with whom she travel- 
led, she cpuld. apprehend no harm, and yet 
hjs distress .was so obvious, that Archibald, 
as a last resource, pullejd ojut, and put into 
lier hand, a slip of paper, on which these 
words were written ;— 

^* Jeanp Deans-— You will do me a favour 
by going with Archibald and my female 
domestic a day's journey beyond Glasgow, 
and asking them no questions, which wi],! 
j^reatly pbUge your friend, 

•* Arotle & Greenwich.'* 

Although this laconic epistle, from a 
nobleman to whom she was bound by such 
inestimable obligations, silenced all Jeanie's 
objections to the proposed route, it rather 
added to than diminisjied the eagerness of 
her curiosity. The proceeding to Glasgow 
jBeemed now ao longer to be an object with 
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her fellow travellers. Od the contrary, they 
kept the left hand side of the rivier Clyde, 
and travdled through a thousand beautiful 
and changing views down the side of that 
noble stream, till ceasing to hold its inland 
character, it began to assume that of a na- 
vigable river. 

<< You are not for gaun intill Glasgow 
then?" said Jeanie, as she observed that 
the drivers made no motion for inclining 
their horses heads towards the ancient 
bridge which was then the only mode of ac- 
cess to St Mungo's capital. 

•« No,'* replied Archibald ; ♦* there is some 
popular commotion, and as our Duke is in 
opposition to the court, perhaps we might 
be too well received'; or they might take it 
in their heads to remember that the captain 
of Carrick came down upon them with his 
highlandmen in the time of Shawfield's 
mob in 1725, and then we would be too ill 
received. And at any rate, it is be9t for 
us, and for me in particular, who may b^ 
js&pposed to possess his Grace's mind upoo^ 

. -. I .n a. 
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many particulars, to leare the good people 
of the Gorbals to act according to their 
own imaginations, without either provoking 
or encouraging them by my presence." 

To reasoning of such tone and conse- 
quence, Jeanie had nothing to reply, aU 
though it seemed to her to eontain fully as 
much self-importance as truth. 

The carriage meantime rolled oni; the 
river expanded itself, and gradually assum- 
ed the dignity of an oestuary, or arni of the 
sea. The influence of the advancing and 
retiring tides, became more and more evi- 
dent, and in the beautiful words of him of 
the laurel wreath, the river waxed 

<< A broader and a broader stream. 

• • • » 

The Cormorant stands upon its shoals. 
His black and dripping wings 
Half opened to the wind.*' 

«• Which way lies Inverary ?'* said Jeanie, 
gazing on the dusky ocean of Highland 
hills, which now, piled above each other, 
and intersected by many a lake, stretched 
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away on the opposite side of the river to 
the northward* '< Is yon high castle the 
Duke's hoose f* 

•' That, Mrs Deans ?— Lud help thee^** 
replied Archibald, ^* thatfs the old Castle 
of Dumbarton, the strongest place in Eu- 
rope, be the other what it may* Sir Wil^- 
liam Wallace was governor of it in the old 
wars with the English, and his Gbrace is 
governor just now* It is always entrusted 
to the best man in Scotland^'* 

<< And does the Duke live on that high 
rock, then ?^ demanded Jeanie. 

<* No, no, he has his deputy-governor 
who comnijands in his absence ; he lives in 
the white house you see at the* bottom of 
the rock— His Grace doea not live there 
himself.'' 

^ I think not indeed," said the dairy«wo- 
man, upon whose mind the road^ since they 
had teft Dumfries, bad made no very fa* 
vourable impression ; << for if he did, he 
might go whistle for a dairy- woman, an' he 
were the oniy duke in England, X did not 



I 
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Iieave toy place and my frieoids to come 
down to see cows starve to death upQo 
hills as they be at that pig-stye of ^finfoot> 
as you call it» Mr Archibald, or to be perxrh-- 
ed up on the top of a rock, like a squirrc^ 
in his cagCi hung out of a three pair of 
stair's window*'* 

Inwardly chuckling that these symptoms 
of recalcitration had not taken place until 
the fair malcontent w^Sy as he mentally 
termed it, under his thumb, Archibai<| 
coolly replied, << That the hills were none 
of his making, UQr did he know how to 
mend them ; but as to lodging, they would 
soon be in a house of the Duke*s in a very 
pleasant island called Roseneath, wher» 
they went to wait for ^hippii^ to take then> 
ta Inverary, and would meet the company 
with whom Jeanie yras to return to Edin- 
burgh/* 

*^< An island r said Jeanie, who in thi^ 
course of her various and adventurous tra^ 
vels had never quitted terra firma, ^* then I 
am doubting we maun gang in ane of th^es.^ 

7 
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boats i they look unco saia% and the waves 
ar-e somethixig rough, and'^-r- 

« Mr Archibald/^ said Mrs Button, *• I 
yfiVL qot consent to it ; I ^as never engagedl 
to leave the cQuntry, and I desire you will 
bid the boys drive round by the other way 
to the Duke's house/' 

<< There is a safe pinnace belonging to 
his Grace, ina'am, plos^ by," replied Archi- 
bald, ^< and you need be under no appre- 
hen^ons whatsoever." 

<^ Bat I ifim under appf^hensionsi" said 
the damsel ; ^' and I insist upon going round 
by land, Mr Archibald, were it ten miles 
about." 

^^ I ^m sorry I cannot oblige- you, ma- 
dam, as Roseneath happens to be an 
island.'' 

*< If it were ten islands," said the incen- 
sed dame, << that's no reason why I should 
be drowned in going over the seas to it«'* 

*' No reason why you should be drown- 
ed, certainly ma'am,'' answered the unmo- 
ved groom of the chambers, <^ but an admi- 
rable good one why you cannot proceed to it 
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by land.** And, fixed his master's mandates 
to perform^ he pointed with his hand, and 
the drivers, turning oflF the high-road^ pro- 
ceeded towards a small hamlet of fishing 
huts, where a shalk)p, somewhat more gaily 
decorated than any whieh they had yet seen, 
having a flag which displayed a boar's^head, 
crested with a ducal coroneti waited with 
two or three seamen, and as many High- 
landers. 

The carriage stopped, and the men be« 
gan to unyoke their horses, while Mr Ar- 
chibald gravely superintended the removal 
of the baggage from the carriage to the lit- 
tle vessel. ^' Has the Caroline been long 
arrived ?" said Archibald to one c^ the sea- 
man. 

<^ She has been here in five days from 
Liverpool, and she's lying down at Green- 
ock,** answered the fellow. 

^^ Let the horses and carriage go down 
to Greenock then," said Archibald; ^< and 
be embarked there for Inverary when I 
send notice-— the> may stand in my cousiti% 
Duncan Archibald the staUer's.-— Ladies^^ 



M 
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he added, ^ I hope you will get yourselves 
ready, we must not lose the tide.** 

** Mrs Deans," said the Cowslip of Invc^ 
rary, " you may do as you please-— but I 
will sit here all night, rather than go into 
that there painted egg*shell — Fellow — ^fel- 
low" (this was addressed to a Highlander 
who was lifting a travelling trunk) *« that 
trunk is mine^ and that there band- box, 
and that pillion mail, and those seven bun- 
dles, and the paper bag, and if you venture 
to touch one of them, it shall be at your 
peril.** 

The Celt kept his eye fixed on the speak* 
er, then turned his head towards Archi* 
bald, and receiving no countervailing sig« 
nal, he shouldered the portmanteau, and 
without farther notice of the distressed 
damsel, or paying any attention to remon* 
strances, which probably he did not under* 
stand, and would certainly have equally 
disregarded whether he understood them 
or not, moved off with Mrs Dutton's wear- 
ables, and deposited the trunk containing 
them safely in the boat. 
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The baggage being stored in safety> 
Mr Archibald handed Jeanie out of the 
carriage, and, not without some tremor on 
her part, she was transported through the 
surf and placed in the boat. He then offer- 
ed the same ctyility to his fellow servant, 
but she was resolute in her refusal to quit 
the carriage, in which she now remained in 
solitsury state> th reatening all concerned or un- 
concerned with actions for wages and board- 
wages, damages and expences, and nudi- 
bering on her fingers the gowns and other 
habiliments, from which she seemed in the 
act of being separated for ever. Mr Archi- 
bald did not give himself the trpuble of 
making many remonstrances, which, in- 
deed, seemed oply to aggravate the danv- 
pel's indignation, but spoke two or three 
words to the Highlanders in Gaelic ; and 
the wily mountaineers, approaching the car- 
riage cautiously, and without giving the 
slightest intimation of their intention, at 
onc6 seized the recusant so effectus^iy fast 
that she could neither resist nor struggle 
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and hoisting her on their shoulders in near- 
ly an horizontal posture, rushed down with 
her to the beach, and through the surf, and, 
with no other inconvenience than ruffing 
her garments a littlej deposited her in the 
boat ; but in a state of surprise, nior- 
tification, and terror at her sudden tranft- 
portatioQ, which rendered her absolutely 
mute for two or three minutes* The men 
jumped in themselves ; one tall fellow re- 
mained (ill he had pushed off the boat, and 
then tumbled in upon his companions. 
They took their oars and began to pull from 
the shore, then spread their sail, and drove 
•merrily aqross the firth. 

" You Scotch villain,** said the infuriated 
damsel to Archibald^ << how dare you use 
a person like me in this way ?*' 

*^ Madam," said Archibald, with infinite 
composure, ^^jt's high time you should know 
you are in the Duke'^ country, and that 
there is not one of these fellows, but would 
throw you out of the boat as readily as in- 
to it^ if such were his Grace's pleasure.** 
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^ Then the Lord have mercy on me!'* said 
Mrs Dutton. << If I had had any on myself^ 
I would never have engaged with you/' 

^^ It's something of the latest to think of 
that now, Mrs Dutton,'' said Archibald ; 
^< but I assure you, you will find the High- 
lands have their pleasures. You will have 
a dozen of cow-milkers under your own 
authority at Inverary, and you may throw 
any of them into the lake, if youhave amind^ 
for the Duke's head people are almost a& 
great as himself/* 

<* This is a strange business, to be 8ure» 
Mr Archibald," ssdd the lady ; ** but I sup- 
pose I must make the best on't— -Are you 
sure the boat will not sink? it leans terribly 
to one side, in my poor mind.** 

<< Fear nothing," said Mr Archibald, ta- 
king a most important pinch of snuff; 
•• this same ferry on Clyde knows us very 
well, or we know it, which is all the same ; 
no fear of any of our people meeting with 
any accident. We should have crossed 
from the opposite shore, but for the dis- 
turbances at Glasgow, which made it im- 
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proper for his Grace's people to pass through 
the city.'* 

«* Are you not afeard^MrsDeans," said the 
dairy-vestal, addressing Jeanie, who sat, not 
in the most comfortable state of mind« by the 
side of Archibald, who himself managed the 
helm ;— " Are you not afeard of these wild 
men with their naked knees, and of this 
nut-shell of a thing, that seems bobbing up 
and down like a skimming dish in a milk 
pail?* 

«< No-«no— madam,** answered Jeanie, 
with some hesitation, *< I am not feared ; 
for [ hae seen Hielandmen before, though I 
never was sae near them ; and for the dan« 
ger of the deep waters, I trust there is a 
Providence by sea as well as by land.** 

" Well,** said Mrs Dutton, ** it is a beau- 
tiful thing to have learned to write and 
read, for one can always say such fine words 
whatever should befall them." 

Archibald, rejoicing in the impression 
which his vigorous measure had made upon 
the intractable dairy- maid, now applied him- 
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self, as a sensible and good*n^tured man, to 
secure by fair means the ascendancy which 
be bad obtained by some wholesome vio- 
lence ; and he succeeded so well in repre- 
senting to her the idle nature of her fearijj 
and the impossibility of leaving her upon 
the beachj enthroned in an empty carriage, 
that the good understanding of the party 
was completely revived ere they landed at 
Roseneath. 
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CHAPTER V. 

— — Did FortDoe guid^ 
Oi rather Destiny, our lark, to which 
We could appoint no port, to this blest place ? 

Flstghsr. 

The islands in the Firth of Clyde, which 
the daily passage of so many smoke-pen- 
noned steam-boats now renders so easily ac- 
cessible, were, in our fathers' times, seclu- 
ded spots, frequented by no travellers, and 
few visitants of any kind. They are of ex- 
quisite, yet varied beauty. Arran, a'moun- 
tainous region, or Alpine island, abounds 
with the grandest and most romantic see- 
nery. Bute is of a softer and more wood- 
land character. The Cumrays, as if to exhi- 
bit a contrast to both, are green, level, and 
bare, forming the links of a sort of natural 
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bar, which Is drawn along the mouth of the 
Firth, leaving large intervals, however, of 
ocean. Roseneath, a smaller isle, lies much 
higher up the Firth, and towards its western 
shore, near the opening of the lake called 
the Gare-Loch,. and not far from Loch 
Long and Loch-Seant, or the Holy-Loch, 
which wind from the mountains of the west* 
ern Highlands to join the oestuary of the 
Clyde. 

In these isles the severe frost winds, which 
tyrannize over the vegetable creation du- 
ring a Scottish spritig, are comparatively 
little felt ; nor, excepting the gigantic 
strength of Arran, are they much exposed 
to the Atlantic storms, lyi^ IJi^d-locked 
and protected to the westward by the shores 
of Ayrshire. Accordingly,, the weeping- 
willoipr, the weeping- birch, and other trees 
of early and pendulous shoots, flourish in 
these favoured recesses in a degree un- 
known in our eastern districts ; and the air 
is also said to possess that mildness which 
is favoucable to consumptive cases* 
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The picturesque beauty of the island of 
Roseneath, in particular, had such recom- 
mendationsy that the Earls and Dukes of 
Argyle, from an early period, made it their 
occasional residence, and had their tempo- 
rary accommodation in a fishing or hunting, 
lodge, which succeeding improvements have 
since transformed into a palace* It was in 
its original simplicity, when the little bark, 
which we left, traversing the Firth at the 
end of last chapter, was approaching the 
shores of the isle. 

When they touched the landing-place, 
which was partly shrouded by some old 
low but wide-spreading oak-trees, inter- 
mixed with hazeUbushes, two or three fi- 
gures were seen as if awaiting their arrival. 
To these Jeanie paid little attention, so that 
it was with a shock of surprise almost elec- 
trical, that, upon being carried by the row- 
ers out of the boat to the shore, she was re- 
ceived in the arms of her father ! 

It. was too wonderful to be believed — 
too much like a happy dream to have the 
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stdble feeling of reality — ^She extricated 
hei^elf from his close atid affectionate em- 
brace, and held him" at arm's length to sa- 
tisfy her mind that it was no illusion. But 
the form Was indisputable — ^Douce David 
Deans himself, in his best light-bTue Sun- 
day's coat, with broad metial-buttons, and 
waist-coat and breeches of the same, his 
strong gramashes or leggins of thick gray 
cloth — the very copper-buckles — :the broad 
Lowland^blue bonnet, thrown back as he 
lifted his eyes to Heaven in speechless gra- 
titude — the grey locks that straggled from 
beneath it down his weather-beaten " haf- 
fets"-^the bald and furrowed forehead—- 
the plear blue eye, that, undimitied by years, 
gleamed bright and pale from under its 
shaggy grey pent-house — ^^thfefeatures,usual- 
ly so stern and stoical, now melted into the 
unwonted expression of rapturous joy, af- 
fection, and gratitude — were all those of 
David Deans ; and so happily did they as- 
sort together, that, should I ever agaiii*see 

* 

my friends Wilkie or Allan, I will try to 
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borrow or 8teal from them a sketch of this 
very scene. 

'< Jeanie— my ain Jeanie— my best— my 
maist dutiful bairn — the Lord of Israel be 
thy father, for I am hardly worthy of thee ! 
Thou hast redeemed our captivi^— brought 
back the honour of our house— Bless thee» 
my bairn, with mercies promised and pur- 
chased !— But He has blessed thee in the 
good of which He has made thee the instru- 
ment." 

These words broke from him not with 
out tears, though David was of no melting 
mood. Archibald had, with delicate atten* 
tion, withdrawn the spectators from the in« 
terview, so that the wood and setting sun 
alone were witnesses of the expansion of 
their feelings. 

«« And Effie ?— and Effie, dear father T 
was an interjectional question which Jeanie 
repeatedly threw in among her expressions 
of joyful thankfulness. 

•* Ye will hear— ye will heari" said Da- 

VOL. IV. B 
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vM b^tify, and ever and ahofi renewed hi9 
grateful acknowledgments to Heaven fdr 
sending Jeanie siafe down from the land o€ 
f^latic deadiiess aiid schismatic heresy; 
jfnd h2t& dfelivered feer ftdm the dangers of 
the way^ ^nd the lions that were in the 
ptrth. 

^ « AndEffie?** repeated her affectionate 
s^isteragaih and agairn. ^ And-'^^nd^^(iaiii 
would ^Ate have said Butler, biit she mo- 
dified the direct enquiry) — and Mr tod 
Mi's Saddletree-^^and Dumbiedikes-^and 
a* friends ?' 

« A"weeli-i-a*^eel, praise to His natae," 

^« Ahd-^Srid Mr Butler-^he wasna weel 
Wtefn -I ^fecd awa' ?*" 

"Me IS qiiite meild*fed— qufte Wecfl.'^ 
. " Thank God— but O, deat fattier, Ef^ 
fie?— Effie?'* 

^ Yott Will never see her matr, my bairib,'^ 
answered 'Deans in a solemn tone-^" Ytou 
are the ae and only leaf left now on the auld 
ttees-^heal be your portion.** 
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c^.Hiip is deadWShe is slain !— It ixas 
come <meT late l*" exclaimed Jeaiite^ wring- 
ingji^riibands. 

'< Nob Jeanie/' returned Deans, in the 
same gfave meiancholy.tone. << She lives 
in the flesh, and is at freedom from earthly 
restraint, if she were as much alive in faith, 
and as free from the bonds of Satan." 

:*< The JLord protect us I" said Jeanie. — 
^^ Can the unhappy bairn hae left you for 
that viUaia f " 

<« Jtis ower .truly spoken," said Deans*^ 
^ She iias left her auld father, that has wepct 
^and prayed far her-~Sh& has left her sister, 
that travailed and toiled for her like a mo- 
tber-^She has left the bones of her mother, 
and the land of her peo^de, and she is ower 
the manch ^i' that son of Belial-^She lias 
made a i»oohlight flitting of it«^' He pau* 
ised, for aifeeiing betwix^t sorcqw and strong 
resentment choked his utterance. 

^* And wi' that man ?^~that feasfu' inan i*^ 
aaidJeanie. ^* And she has left us to. gang 
aff'vei' ihkn ?-^0. Effie, £fiie,/wha icoukl hai 
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thought it, after sic a deliverance as you 
had been gifled wi* !'* 

" She went out from us, my bairn, be- 
cause she was not of us,'* replied David. 
" She is a withered branch will never bear 
fruit of grace-— a scape-goat gone forth in- 
to the wilderness of the world, to carry wi' 
her, as I trust, the sins of our little congre- 
gation. The peace of the warld gang wi' 
her, and a better peace when she has the 
grace to turn to it If she is of His elect- 
ed, His ain hour will come. What would 
her mother have siid, that famous and me« 
morable matron, Rebecca M^Naught, whose 
memory is like a flower of sweet savour in 
Newbattle, and a pot of frankincense in 
Lugton ? — But be it sae — let her part—let 
her gang her gate-^let her bite on her ain 
bridle— ^The Lord kens his time — She was 
the bairn of prayers, and may not prove an 
utter cast^away. But never, Jeanie — never 
more let her name be spoken between you 
and me—She hath passed from us like the 
brook which vanisheth when the sucpoi^r 
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waxeth warm^ as patient Job gaith— *-let her 
pass, and be forgotten." 

There was a melancholy pause which 
followed these expressions. Jeanie would 
fain have asked more circumstances rela- 
ting to her sister's departure, but the tone 
of her father's prohibition was' positive. 
She was about to mention her interview 
with Staunton at his father's rectory ; but, 
on hastily running over the particulars in 
her memory, she thought that, on the whole, 
they were more likely to aggravate than 
diminish his distress of mind. She turned, 
therefore, the discourse from this painful 
subject, resolving to suspend farther enqui- 
ry until she should see Butler, from whom 
she expected to leara the particulars of her 
sister's elopement. 

But when was she to see Butler ? was a 
question she could not forbear asking her- 
self, especially while her father, as if eager 
to escape from the subject of his youngest 
daughter, pointed to the opposite shore of 
Dumbarton, shire, and asking Jeanie <* if it. 
werena a pleasant abode i declared to her 
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his intCHtion of removing his eartWy taber- 
nacle to that country, in respect he was so- 
Ifcited by his Grace the Duke of Argyle, 
as one well skilled in country-labour, and 
a' that appertained to flocks and herds, ta 
suf^rintend a store-farm, whilk his Grac^ 
had ta'en into his aih hand for the improve* 
ment of slock," 

Jeante's heart sunk within her at this de- 
claration. *^ She allowed it was a goodly: 
and pleasant kind, and sloped bonnily to 
the western sun ; and she doubted na tba^ 
the pasture might be v^ry gude, for the' 
grass looked green, for as drouthy as the 
weather had been. But it was^ far fraa 
bame, and she thought she wad be ofleo 
thinking on the bonny spots of tu^rf, sae fu' 
of gowans and yellow king-cups, among 
the Craigs at St Leonard's." 

" Dirvna speak on't, Jeanie,'* said her fe- 
thcr J <• I wish never to hear it named 
niair- — that is^ after the rouping is ower, and 
the bills paid. But I brought a' the beasts 
ower bye that I thought ye wad like best 
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There is Gk)wan9^ and there's your ain 
hrpckit cq\yy and the wee hawkit ane, that 
ye ca'd — ^ needna tell ye how ye ca'd it^-- 
but I couldna bid them sell the crestt^u^Q, 
thoagh the sight o't may sometimes gie ua 
a ^air heart-^^it's na the poor dumb crea- 
ture's fault-T-And ane or twa beasts mair I 
bae reserved, and I caused them to be 
driven before the other beasts^ that meu 
might say, as when the soi^ of Jesse return- 
ed from battle, * This is David's ^oil/ " 

Upon more particular enquiry, Jeanie 
found new occasion to admire the active 
beneficence of her friend the Duke of Ar? 
gyle. While establishing a sort of experi^ 
mental farm on the skirts of his immense 

- ■ . * 

Highland estates, he had been somewhat at 
a loss to find a proper person in whom to 
vest the charge of it The convers^^tion 
his Grace had upoa country matters with 
Je^anie Deans during their return from 
Richmond; had impressed him with a be- 
lief that the father, whose experience and 
success she so frequently quoted, must be 
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exactly the isort of person whom he wanted* 
TVhen the condition annexed to Effie's par- 
don rendered it highly probable that David 
Deans would chuse to change his place of 
residence, this idea again occurred to the 
Duke more strongly, and as he was 9n en* 
thusiast equally in agriculture and in bene* 
volence, he imagined he was serving the 
purposes of both, when he wrote to the 
gentleman in Edinburgh entrusted with his 
affairs, to enquire into the character of 
David Deans, cow-feeder, and so forth, at 
St Leonard's Crags ; and if he found him 
such as he had been represented, to engage 
him without delay, and on the most liberal 
terms, to superintend his fancy-farm in 
Dumbartonshire, 

The proposal iiiras made to old David by 
the gentleman so commissioned, on the se« 
cond day after his daughter's pardon had 
reached Edinburgh. His resolution to leave 
St -Leonard's had been already formed; 
the honour of an express invitation from 
the Duke of Argyle to superintend a de* 
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pa^tment where so much skill and diUgence 
was requireds was in itself extremely flatter^ 
ing ; and the more so, because honest Da- 
vid, who was not without an excellent opu 
nion of his own talents, persuaded himself 
that, by accepting this charge, he would in 
some sort repay the great favour he had re« 
ceived at the hands of the Argyle family. 
The appointments, including the right of 
sufiicient grazing for a small stock of his 
own, were amply liberal ; and David's keen 
eye saw that the situation was ^convenient 
for trafficking to advantage in Highland 
cattle. There was risk of '< her'ship" from 
the neighbouring mountains^ indeed ; but 
the awful name of the Duke of Argyle 
would be a great security, and a trifle of 
Mack mail would, David was aware, assure 
hia safety. 

Still, however, there were two points on 
which he haggled. The first was the cha« 
ractei^ of the clergyman with whose worship 
he w^ to join ; and on this delicate point 
he received, as we will presently show the 

£ 2 
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reader, perfect satisfaction^ The next ob« 
stacle was the condition of his jsoungest 
daughter, obliged as she was ta leave Scot- 
land for so many years. 

The gentleman of the law smiled, and said» 
'* There was no occasion to interpret that 
clause very strictly — that if the young wo^ 
man left Scothmd for a few months, or even 
weeks, and came to her father's new residence 
by sea from the western side ofEngland, no* 
body would know of her arpiva), or at least 
nobody who had either the right or inclina^ 
tion to give her disturbance. The ext^n* 
slve heritable jurisdictions of his Grace esu 
eluded the interference of other magis^ 
trates with those living on Us estates, and 
they who were in immediate dependence 
on him woirfd receive orders to give the 
young woman no disturbance. Living on 
tbe verge of the Highlands, she might, in- 
deed, be said to be put of Scotland, that is, 
beyond the bounds of ordinary law and ci« 
vilization." 

Old Deans was not quite satisfied with 
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this reasoning ; but the elopement of Effie, 
which took place oa the third night after 
her liberation, rendered his residence at St 
Leonardos so detestable to hi^i that hj^ 
closed at once with th^ proposal vyhich. Jbk44 
l>een qiitde hio^ aa^ QsN^fsred with pleiUHiff 
ipio thje idea of surprisiqg Jflapie^ as ha4 
jbeen proposed by (he Pu)c6, to ren$]er th^ 
change Qf residence inqre striking tp her^ 
The Duke had apprised Archibald of tbes^ 
circumstance^! with prders to act :accprdi0g. 
to the instructions Ins should receive from 
Edinburgh, and by which accordingly he 
was directed to bring Jeanie to lioseneatlv 
The father and daughter communicated 

» 

these matters to each other, now stopping^ 
now walking slowly towards thejjodge, 
which showed itself among the trees^ at 
about half a mile's distance from the little 
bay in which they had landed* 

As they approached the hpuse, David 
Deans informed his daughter, with some- 
what like a grim smile, which was the utmost 
advance he ever made towards a ^nirthfuL 
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expression of visage, that << there was baith 
a worshipful gentleman, and ane reverend 
gentleman,reaiding therein. The worshipful 
gentleman was his honour the Laird of 
Knocktarlitie, who was baillie of the lord* 
ship under theDuke of Argyle, ane Hieland 
gentleman, tarr'd wi* the same stick," Da- 
vid doubted, ** as mony of them, namely, 
a hasty and choleric temper, and a .neglect ' 
of the higher things that belo^g to salva. 
tion, and also a gripping unto the things of 
this world, without muckle distinction of 
property— *but, however, ane gude hospi* 
table gentleman, with whom it would be a 
part of wisdom to live on a good under- 
standing — (for Hielandmen werehasty, ower 
hasty.)— As for the reverend person of whom 
he had spoken, he was candidate by favour 
of the Duke of Argyle (for David would not 
for the universe have called him present 
tee) to the kirk of the parish in which their 
farm was situated, and he was likely to be 
highly acceptable unto the Christian soub 
of the parish, who were hungering for spi- 
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ritual manna, having been fed but upon 
sour Hieland sowens by Mr Duncan Mac 
Donought, the last minister, who began the 
morning duly, Sunday and Saturday, with 
a mutchkin of usqQebaugh. But I need 
say the less about the present lad," said 
David, again grimly grimacing, *^ as I 
think ye Aiay hae seen him afore ; and here 
he is come to meet us/' 

She had indeed seen him before, for it 
was no other than Reuben Butler himself. 
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CSH AFTER VL 

No more shait thou behold thy sister's face; 
Thou hast aheady hs^ her last embraee. 

Mkgjf on Mrs Anne KiUigreuii*' 

This second surprise had been accom* 
plished for Jeanie. Deans by the rod of the. 
same benevolent enchanter^ . whose poweir- 
had transplanted her father from the crags of 
St Leonard's to the banks of theGare-Loch. 
The Duke . of Argyle was not a person to 
forget the hereditary debt of gratitude, 
which had heen bequeathed to him by his 
grandfather, in favour of the grandson of old 
Bible Butler. He had internally resolved ' 
to provide for Reuben Butler in this kirk of 
Knocktarlitie, of which the incumbent had 
just departed this life. Accordingly, his 
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agent reoeived the neeessaiy instructions 
for that parpose, und» the qualifying oon- 
dttion always that the learning and cha* 
racter of Mr Butler should he foimd pro* 
per for the charge. Upon enquiry, these 
were found as highly satisfactory as had 
been reported in the case of David Deana 
himself. ' 

By this preferment, the Duke of Aigyle 
more essentially benefited his friend and 
proteg^, Jeanie, than 1^ himself was aware 
of, since he contributed to zemove objec- 
tions in her father's mind to the match, 
which he had no idea had been in exists 
enee. 

We have iilready noticed that Deans 
had something q& a prej udiee against Butler, 
which was, perhaps, in some degree owing 
to his possessing a sort of consciousness 
that the poor usher looked with eyes of 
affection upon his *elder daughter. This, 
in Da\dd's eyes, was a sin of presumption,, 
even although it should not be followed by 
any overt act, or actual proposal; But the 

2 
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lively interest which Butler had displayed 
in his distresses, since Jeanie set forth on her 
London expedition, and which, therefore,, 
he ascribed to personal respect for himself 
individually, had greatly softened the feel* 
uigs of irritabiUty with which David had 
..betimes »g»d^ him. ib,d. whik he 

was in this good dislposition towards Butler^ 
another incident took place which had great 
influence on the old man's mind. 

So soon as the shock of EfBe's second* 
elopement was over, it was Deans's early 
care to collect and refund to the Laird of 
Dumbiedikea the money which he had 
lent for Efiie's trial, and for Jeanie's travel- 
Img expences. The Lau^, the poney, the 
cocked hat, and the tobacco-pipe, had not* 
been seen at Saint Leonard's Crags for 
many a day ; so that, in ord^r to pay this> 
debt, David was under the necessity of re- 
pairing in person to the mansion of Dum- 
biedikes. 

He found it in a state of unexpected 
bustle* There were workmen pulling down 
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some of the old halvings, and replacing 
them witb others, altering, repairing, scrub- 
lung, painting, and white- washing. There 
was no knowing the old house, which had 
been so long the mansion of sloth and si- 
lence. The Laird himself seemed in some 
confusion, and his reception, tliough kind» 
lacked something of the reverential cordial- 
ity with which he used to greet David 
Deans. There was a change also, David 
did not very well know what, about the ex- 
terior of this landed proprietor — ^an im- 
provement in the shape of his garments, a 
spruceness in the air with which they were 
put on, that were both novelties. Even 
the old hat looked smarter ; the cock had 
been newly pointed, the lace had been re* 
freshed, and instead of slouching backward 
or forward on the Laird's head, as it hap- 
pened to be thrown on, it was adjusted 
with a knowing inclination over one eye. 
David Deans opened his business, and 

told down the cash. Dumbiedikes incU- 

1 
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Be4 hj/s^ eapr to the one, lo^ counted thi? 
oth^F wilii great ^KK^iracy^ ipteiruptiqg 
.David» while he was t^l^mg of the redempr 
tion of the captivity of Jii4^i) to a^ him 
whether he did n^t thuijk one or two of the 
guiue^it Iffol^ rather lij^t. When he wav 
satisfied <m this point» had pocketted hU 
money, and had signed a receipt, he address'^ 
ed David with box3^ little hesitatipn,-^^ 
** Jeanie wad be writing ye somethingj^ 
giiden^an ?" 

" j^bout the siUey ?" replied Payie^^ 

4 

" Nae doubt, she did/* 

^^ And did she ^y n^ nam ah»ft^ in^ ?" 

9pked the J^ wd. 

'^ Na^ piaff bi|t kUid and Chirii^iiin wiishc!^ 
-*rwhat suld she hae said," replied P^vid* 
fully expecting that the Lj^ird's loBg court- 
sh^ (if his dangling softer Jeanie deservea 
so active a n^^xe,) was iioiy coming to n 
point And so indeed it w^, but not 
to that point which he wished or ex- 
pected. 
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'^ Aweel^ she kens her ain minct best, 
Gudeman. I hae made a clean house o* 
Jennie Bakhristie and her niece. They 
were a bad pack— ^stcal'd meat and mault, 
and loot the carters magg the coaI&— I\n 
to be married the mom, and kirkit on Sun- 
day."^ 

Whatever David felt, he was too jNroud 

and too steady-minded to show any un- 

pteasanA scuff»se in his eountenance and 

manners. 
^ I wuss ye happy, sir, tinroiigh Him that 

ff^ bappine^^-oHoardjE^ is w hcmomaUe 

** Ar)d I Ml wedding into an honourable 
house,^ David>-^the L^d of. lockpeVs 
youngest daught^r-^she sdts.next u$ iw 
the kirk> and that's the way I came to 
think on't;* 

There was no more to be $aid, but s^in 
to wi^ the Laird joy» to taste a cup of his 
Hquor, and to walk back again to St Leo* 
nard'$9 musing on the mutability of human 
ajQT^urs and human resolutions. The expec- 
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tation that, one day or other, Jeanie would 
«be Lady Dumbiedikes, had, in spite of 
himself, kept a more absolute possession of 
David's mind than he himself was aware o£ 
At least, it had hitherto seemed an union at 
all times within his daughter's reach, when-, 
ever she might chuse to give her silent lo- 
ver any degree of encouragement, and now 
it was vanished for ever. David returned^ 
therefore, in no very gracious humour for 
8o good a man. He was angry with Jeanie 
for not having encouraged the Laird— he 
was angry with the Laird for requiring en- 
couragement — ^and he was angry with him- 
self for being angry at aU on the occasion. 
On his return he found the gentleman 
who managed the Duke of Argyle*s affairs 
was desirous of seeing him, with a view to 
completing the arrangement between them. 
Thus, after a brief repose, he was obliged 
to set off anew for Edinburgh, so that old 
May Hettly declared, ** That a* this was to 
end with the master just walking bimi^ 
aff his feet'* 
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When the business respecting the farm 
had been talked over and arranged, tKe 
professional gentleman acquainted David 
Deans, in answer to his enquiries concern- 
ing the state of public worship, that it was 
the pleasure of the Duke to put an excel- ' 
lent young clergy man,, called Reuben But- 
ler, into the parish, which was to be his 
future residence. 

" Reuben Butler !" exclaimed David— 
** Reuben Butler, the usher at Libber- 
ton r 

" The very same," said the Duke's com- 
missioner; '^ his Grace has heard an excellent 
character of him, and has son^e hereditary 
obligations to him besides— few ministers 
will be so comfortable as I am directed to 
make Mr Butler." 

** Obligations ?— The Duke ?— Reuben 
Butler !«^Reuben Butler a placed minister 
of the Kirk of Scotland !" exclaimed Da- 
vid, in interminable astonishment, for some- 
how he had been led by the bad success 



I ' 
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wluth Batl^ had faitberto onet with in all 
Im undertaldngs, to consider Mm as one c^ 
those step-sons of Fortune, wh€ttn:she treatas 
with unceasii^ rigour, and ^nds wi& dis^ 
inhoiting altogether. 

There is, perhaps, no time at which we 
^e disposed to think so highly cf a firi^id^ 
as when we find him istanding higher thait 
we expected in the esteem o£ others. WheH 
assured of the reality of Butlar's change 
of prospects, David expressed his great 
satisfaction at his success in life, which, he 
observed, was entirely owing to himsel£ 
'^ I advised his puir grandmother, who was 
hut a silly woman, to breed him up to the 
ministry ; and I prophesied that, with a 
blessing on his endeavours, he would be- 
come a polished shaft in the temple. He 
was something ower proud o\ his catnal 
learwtigy^^h/L^gade lad, and has the root 
G^ *the matter— ras ministers gimg now> 
where yell find ane better, ye?ll find tea 
waur than Keuben Butler." 



MhmOs^ I^fte «^'tiMe «liiin of business, 
afid WdkM ^ofti«W«fird, fdigietdi^ Ms -vvca- 
ribess in llie 'l^u^fouis s|He!iei;^tidns to \9iadk 
Ms M<iti§eilM ^^ of Intell^nce gave 
ri^. ff^AHe^ Dtfvid iiad tio^, Iflee other 
great tei^, -to go tb woi»k to reooiidie lus 
spedc^tite fifrihct^ies tdl^ ei^sting c^fcum- 
itaiicies ; ^d, l%«^>tlKBf ^feaft nifeh, ^wtien 
tJi^ set setlouisly i^ut -fliat task, he tr«s 
tolisirably isiiccessfiil. 

** Otight Hfeuben Butkr in cdnscience to 
attxjept ;6f this prefehoaeiit in tlbe Kirk of 
iScdtlaird, KuTgect as DaVid at present 
l^tfugKt ^hat estaULIbnient was to the Ems- 
tiaji encfbacihfiienls of t!he civil epower ?" 
iMs wits the leading '(]faestien, and he con- 
sidered It cartfiiBy. '^ The Kirk df Scot- 
land tras '«hbrn of its Tbeams, and deprived 
of^tS flifl artillety and tenners Of authori- 
tjr ; btit stiH 'it coritriitieft zealoft and fhic. 
defying pastoi^s, iWiiiiive cofigti^tttions, 
arid,^ -kiSi all tier i^dts and bleMshes, the 
like of 'this ^Kirk was no Where ^Ise to be 
seen vtpoix ^irth.'* 



120 . TALES OF MY LANBLOBil). 

David's doubts had been too many and 
too critical to permit him ever unequivo* 
cally to unite himself with any of the dis- 
senters, who, upon various accounts, abso- 
solutely seceded froin the national church. 
He had often joined in communion with 
such of the established clergy as approadied 
nearest to the old presby terian model and 
principles of 1640. And although there were 
many things to be amended in that system, 
yet he ren;>embered that he, David Deans, 
had himself ever been a humble pleader for 
the good old cause in a legal way, but 
without rushing into right-hand excesses^ 
divisions, and separations. But, as an ene- 
my to separation, he might join the right 
hand of fellowship with a minister of the 
Kirk of Scotland in its present modd. 
JErgo, Reuben Buder might take posses^ 
sion of the parish of Knocktarlitie, without 
forfeiting his friendship or favour— Q. £. D. 
But, secondly, came the trying point of 
lay-p9tronage, which David Deans had 
ever maintained to be a coming in by the 
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w, aiid over the wall, a cheating and 
starving the souls of a whole parish, for the 
purpose of dothing the back and fflling the 
belly of Uie incumbent 

This presentation, therefore, fiom tibe 
Duke dT Argyle, whatever was the worth 
and high dbaracter of that nobleman, was 
a Umb of the brazm image, a portion of 
the evil thing, and with no kind of con- 
sistency could David bend his mind to fa- 
vour such a transaction. But if the pa- 
rishioners themselves joined in a general 
call to Reuboi Butla* to be their pastor, it 
did not seem quite so evident that the ex- 
istence of this unhappy presentation was 
a reason fw his refusing them the comforts 
of his doctrine. If the ptesby tery admitted 
him to the kirk, in virtue rather ci that 
act <^ patf onage, thain of the general call of 
the congregation, that might be their er- 
ror, and David allowed it was a heavy one. 
But if Beuben Butler accepted of the care^ 
as tendered to him by those Whom he was 
called to t^di, and who had expressed 

VOli. IV. F^ 
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i&emselyes desirous to learn, David, after 
con»dering and reconsidering the matter, 
came, through the great virtue of if, to be 
of opinion that he migiit safely so act in 
that matter. 

There remained a third stumbling-Uock 
—the oaths to government exacted from 
the establii^ed clerg3ntnen, in ^ich they ae- 
linowledged an Erastian king and parlia- 
ment, and homologated the incorporating 
Union between England and Scotlasnd, 
through which the latter kingdom had 
become part and portion of the former, 
wherein prelacy, the sista* of popery, had 
made fast her throne, and elevated the 
horns of h» mitre. These were symptoms 
of defection whidi had often made David 
cry out, " My bowels— -my bowels !-^I am 
pained at the very heart T And he re- 
membered that a godly Bow-head m^ron 
had been carrkd out of the Tblbooth Church 
ill a swoon, beyond the reach gf brandy 
«nd burnt feafliers^ merely on hearing these 
fearful words, ^ It is enacted by the Lords 
wpirUuai and i/^ca^tili!* pronounced from 
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a Sisdttkh pulpit, in the psoem to the Forte- 
ous^P]!pdamation. These oaths were, th^e- 
foreu ^ deep compliance and dire abomina- 
tion — ^ sin and a snare, and a danger md a 
defection. But this Shibboleth was not al- 
ways exacted* Ministers had respect to thei^ 
own tender consciences^ and those of theip 
brethren ; and it was not till a later period 
t^at the reins were taken up tight by the 
General j^ss^mblies ajid Presbyt^iiies, The 
.peace-in^king particle f^fcop , again to Da* 
vid's a^istance. If an incumbe^jt w^as n0t 
called upon to pniake sw^ qompliii;;^^ and 
^he^ot arighteutry mtp the pjbiu^ wltihr 
jDut intrusion, apd by wderly appointment^ 
w^y, upon the whole, Pavid p€^ias,ca)ne 
to be of opinion, that he might lawfully en- 
joy the spirittiality and temporaUjty jof the 
^re of souls at Knocktarlitie, withi^ipend^ 
manse^ gl<^be, and all tiiere^ntp. appertain* 

Tlie besjt and most up^i^t-mindied mm 
are so strongly influenced by existing cir- 
fsuimsti^iriio^, that it woul4 l>^ somewhat 
crnel to enquire tpq msiAj jwh^t '^eig^t 
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paternal a£kbtion gave to these ingenious 
trains of reasoning. Let David Deans^s 
c&tuation be considered, fie ' was jttst - de- 
prived of one daughter, and his eMest, to 
whom he oWed so much, was cut off, by the 
sudden resolution of Dumbiedikes, from the 
high hope which David had entertained, 
that she might one day be mistress of that 
£dr lordship. Just while this disappoint- 
ment was bearing heavy on his spirits, 
Butler comes before his imagination-— no 
longer the half-starved thread-bare usher, 
but &t and sleek and fair, the beneficed mi- 
nister of Knocktarlitie, bdoved by his con* 
gr^gatiott^-exmphiy in his life.-tK>wer- 
fid in his doctrine,-^oing the duty of the 
kirk as never Highland minister did it be* 
&re, — ^turning sinners as a colley dog-turns 
sheep,-— a favourite of the Duke of Ar- 
gyle, and drawing a stipend of eight hun* 
dred punds Scots, and four chalders of vic-» 
tuaL Here was a ftiatdb, making up, in 
David's mind, in a tenfold, de^ee the dis- 
aj^oihtofient in the - case of DumbiedikesiS 
in «o far as* the goodtmm of St Jjeonar^a 
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held a powerful mini$ter in much greater 
admiration than a mere landed proprietor. 
It did not occur to him, as an additional 
reason in favour of the match, that Jeanie 
mi^t herself have some choice in the mat* 
ter ; for the idea of consulting her feeUngiS 
never once entered into the honest man's 
head, any more than the possibility that 
her inclination might perhaps differ from 
his own. 

The result of .his meditations was, that 
he was caHed upon to take the manage- 
ment of the whole affiur into his own hand, 
and give, if it should be found possible 
without sinful compliance, or backsliding, 
or defection of any kind, a worthy pastor to 
the kirk of Knoektartitie; Accordingly, by 
the intavaition of the honest dealer in biit- 
ter-miHi: who dwdt in Libberton, David 
summoned to his presence Beuben Butlo*. ; 
Even from this worthy messenger he was 
unable to ioonceal certain swelling emotions 
of dignity, in so much, that, when die car- 
ter had communrcated his message to the 
usher, he added, that << Certainly the gude* 
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man of St Leonard's had soicne grand news 
to tell him, for he was as uplifted as a mid- 
den-cock upon pattens.** 

Butler, it may readily be conceived, im- 
m^iately obeyed the summons. His was 
a>lain character, in which worth and good 
sense and simp>Kcity were thie principal in- 
gredients ; but love, on this oceasipn; gscve 
him a certain degree of address. Be had 
received an intimation of the favour de-^ 
mgned him by the Duke of Argyle, with 
what feelings those only can conceive, who 
have experienced a sudden prospiect of be- 
ing raised to independence and respect' 
from penury and toiL He resolved, how- 
cfver, that the old man should retain all the 
corisequence of being, in his own opinion^ 
the first to communicate the important in- 
telligence. At the same time, he also d^ 
termined that in the expected conference 
he would permit David Deans to expatiate 
at length upon the proposal, in all its bear- 
ings, without irritating him either by inter* 
r^ption or contradiction. This last plan waa 
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tbie most prudent he oould have adopted ; 
beeouse, although there were many doubts 
which David Deans oould himself clear up 
to his own satisfaction, yet he might have 
been by no means disposed to accept the 
solution of any. other person ; and to en- 
gage him in an argument would have been 
certain to confirm him at once and for ever 
ift the opinion which Butler chanced to 
impugn. 

He received hia ^end with an appear*- 
ance of important gravity, which real mis- 
fortune had long compe&ed him to lay 
aside, ttad which belonged to those days of 
tthority in which he predomina- 



ted over Widow Butler^ arid dictated the 
mode of cultivating the crofts at Beershe- 
ba. He acquainted Beuben at gieat pnv 
lixity with Ihe y^oipect of his dumging 
his present residence for the diarge of the 
Duke of Argyle*s stock-farm in Dumbar- 
tonshire, enumerated the various advan- 
tages; of the situation with obvious self* 
congratulation i but aarared the' patient: 
hearer, that nothing hiid so much moved 
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him to acceptanoe^-as the sense that, by his 
skill in bestial, he could rend^ the most ^ 
important services to his Grace the Duke 
of Arg}{le» to whom^ '^ in^ the late unhap* 
py circumstance,'- (here a tear dimmed the 
sparkle of pride in the old man's eye,) he - 
had been sae muckle obUged. 

^ To put a rude Hidandman into sic a 
chai^^lvhat could be expected but that 
he suld be sic a chiefest herdsman, as wick^ 
ed Doeg.the Edomite; whereas, while this 
grey head is to the fore, not a clute o' them 
but sall.be as weel cared for as if they 
were the &tted kine of Fharoak-^-And 
now, B^iben, lad, seeing we maun remove 
our tent to a strange country, ye wiU be 
castii]^ a dolefu' look after us, and think- 
ing with whom ye are to hold council 
anent yourgoyemment in thae slippery and 
backsliding times ; and nae doubt remem- 
berii^, that the auld man, David Deans» 
was made the instrument to bring you out 
of the mireof schism and heresy, wherein 
your Other's house delighted to wallow ; 
aften also, nae doubt, when ye are press* 
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ed wi* 'infinaring ttials a&d tentations and 
heart-plagues, yob, that axe like a recruit 
that U marching £or the firflt time to the 
took of drum, will mifls the aifld bauld and 
^is^perieuced Teteraa soldier, that has felt 
the brunt of mony a foul day, and heard 
the bullets whistle as afien as he has hairs 
left on his auld pow." 

It is very possible that Butler m%ht iu*- 
temally be of opinion, that the reflection 
€81 his ancestor's peculiar tenets might have 
hem spared, or that he might be presump- 
tuous enou^ even to think, that, at his 
yesffs and with his own hghts, he might 
be able to hold his course without the pi* 
lotsLgfi of ho9^st David. But he only re* 
plied, by expressing his regret, that any 
tiling should :sepamte hkn from an and* 
e^t, tried, and«a£^etionf(te friend. 
r *' But how c^ it be b^ped, man ?" sai^^ 
X>qfnd, twisting.hift features into a sort df 
amile-r^^^ Hoiv. oap we help it ?— I trow 
ye camia tail aie;titet-^ye»maun leave, that 

Sp 
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to ither foHc — io the Duke of Argy le and 
me, Keuben. It^s a gude .thing to hae 
Mends in this warl4— 4iow muckk bett^ 
to hae an interest beyond it r 

And David, whose piety^ though not 
always quite rational, was as sincere as it 
was habitual and fervent, looked revereu- 
tiilly upward, and paused. Mr Butiler iiiti^ 
mated the pleasure witti which. he would 
receive his friend's advice on a subject ia 
important, and David resumed. 

** What think ye now, Reuben, of a 
kirk— a regular kirk under the present es- 
tablishment ? — ^Were sic oiSered to ye, wad 
ye be free to accept it, and under whiUc 
provi^ons ?— I am speaking but by way <tf 
query:': 

Butler replied, " That if such a prospeet 
were held out to him, he would probably 
ftpst consult wbether he was likely to be 
useful to the pariiA he should be called to^ 
and if there appeab*ed a fidr prospect^ of his; 
provmg so^ his firvmd must be aware> that^ 
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hi every other point (^ view, it would be 
ki^y advantageous for him/'. 

^* Rigbt, Reuben, very right, lad— your 
ain conscience is the first thing to be satis^ 
fied — ^for^how sail he teadi othwB tint has 
himsel sae ill learned the Scripturedr as to 
grip fyp the hicfe of foiil' earthly preferment 
alc^ as gear and manse, money and victual^ 
that which is not his in a spiritual sense— ^ 
OS wha makei$ his kiik a stalking-horae tO: 
tak aim at hiis stipend ? But I look for beU 
ter things of you-^and speddly ye maun be 
minded not to act altogether on your aid 
judgment, for therethrough oomes^ saoK^mis^ 
takes, backslidings, and defections, on the 
left and on the right If l^re wete'sic a 
day of trial put to you,.Beuben, you,.wIla^ 
we a young lad,» although it maybe ye are 
gifted wi' the carnal tongues, and' those 
whilk were spok6n at Rome, whilk is now 
the seat of.the scartet iBtbomlnatton^. and l&y 
the Greeks,, to whom the gospel was as iool* 
iiAoiess, yet nae-the4ess ye may be entreated 
by your weel-wishers: to take^. the counsel 
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of those prudent and resolved aiid weather- 
withstanding profeaaors, wha hae kenned 
what it was to lurk on banks and in mosses; ^ 
in bog» and in caverns, and to risk the pe»l 
of tiie hand against the honesty of the 
heart." 

, ]feiti.er wpHed, '^ That cartainly^ pmseeusN 
ingauch aj&iend as he hoped and trusted 
he had in^ the goodman himsdfy who had 
oeen-so many changesln the preceding oai- 
tury, he shctuld be much to blame if he did 
uc^ avail himself of his expenence and 
friendly counsel.'' 

'* Baeugh said — eneugh said, Reuben,'* 
said David Deans, with internal exulta* 
ticm ; *' and say that ye were in the prc^- 
eament whereof I hae qpokep, of a surety I 
would deem it my duty tp gang to the rate, 
O' the matter, and liqr bare the tilcens ai^ 
imppsthumes, and Ihe sores and the lepio-r 
sies, of this our time to you, crymg akmd 
and sparing not." 

Dayid Dieens was now in his elemeirt. 
He commenced his e3mminati(m <^ the doc*> 
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trmes and bdief of the Christian Church 
wi A the very Culdees, from whom he pass- 
ed to John KnoX) — ^from John Knox to 
the recusants in James the Sixth's time,-^ 
Bruce^ Blaek, Blair, I:iiyingstone,-~fi:om 
them to the brief, and at length triumphant 
pmod of Hie presbyteriaxi chureh's splen* 
4(yar, until it 'was over-ran by the Englidt 
independents. Then followed the diwial 
times of prelacy, the indulgences, seven in 
number, with all their shades and bearings, 
mitil he arrived at the reign of King James^ 
in which he himself had been, in his own 
mind, n^her an obscure actor nor an ob- 
scure sufferer. Then was Butler doomed 
to hear the most detailed and annotated* 
edition of what h$ had so often heard be<* 
fixre— *-David Deans'? confinement, namely^ 
m the iron cage in the Cancmgate Tolbooth^ 
^d the cftuse thereof 
,. We idkould be very uiajuf^ to our Jfriend 
David Deans, if we should ^* pretermit," Uk 
use hi3 own expression, $i narrative whiich 
he held:e»9enlpl to Jm ftme. A drunken 
taroop^r of the Boyal Guaid^^ Ermpij^ Qor« 
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don by name, had chased five or six of the 
skulking whigs, among whom was our 
friend David ; and aftes he had compelled 
them to stand, and wi^ in the act of brawt 
ing with them, one of their number fired a 
pocket-pistol^ and shot him dead. . David 
used ta sneer and shake his head wh^i anjr 
one ai^ked him whether he had been tlie 
instrument of removing lAiis wicked perse- 
cutor from the face of the earth. In fact,, 
the merit of the deed lay between him and 
his fiiend Patrick Walker, the pedlar^ whose 
works he was so fond of quoting. Ndther^ 
ef them cared directly to daim the merit 
Q& silencing Mr Flwnds Gordon c^ the I^^ 
Guards, th^e being sdme wild cousins of 
his about Edkiburgh who mtight have been^ 
even yet addicted to revenge,, but yet nei*- 
tJier of them chose to disown or yield to- 
the other the merit of tim active de&nce ol^ 
their religious ritesi David smd^ that if he 
had fired a pistol tiien, it was what he neveif 
did ait» or befcore. And as for Mr Patrick 
Widker, lie haa 1^ it upon reeond, that hiflk. 
great surprise was^ that so «maU a pistol 
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ccnild kill so big a intm/ These are the 
words of that venerable biographer, whose . 
trade had not tanght him by experience,.: 
that an inch was as good as an elL ** He/*"' 
(Francis Gordon,) ^^ got a^^ot in "his head 
out of ^ pocket-pistol, ratliNer fit for div^ert* • 
ing a boy than killing such a furious, mad^v 
brisk man, which notwithstanding killed) 
loiuk deadr 

Upon the extensive foundaticm which 
the history of the kirk affiirded, during its. 
sh(nrt*]ived triumph and long tribulation,. 
David, witli length of breath and of nar*^ 
ration, which would have astounded any 
one but a lover of his daughter, proceeded 
to lay down his own rales for guiding the: 
oonsd^Eioe of his frigid, as an aspirant tcx^ 
serve in the miifistry. Upon this subject,. 
tiie good man went through su<& a va>>~ 
riety of nice and casuistical jproblems, sup»- 
posed so many extreme cases, made the 
^stincticms so critical and nice betwixt the 
right band and the left hand-^betwixt 

and ddectidii-^holding back 



136 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

• 

and step|»iig aside-HsAippirig and stumb-* 
Ikig — snares, and errors — ^that at length, 
ajfter having limiteid the path €i truth to 
^ mathematical line, he was brought to 
the broad admission, that each man's con« 
science, after he had gained a certain view 
of the difficult navigation which he was to 
encounter, would be the best guid^ forhis 
pilotage.. He stated the examples and ar- 
guments for and against the acceptance of 
a kirk on the present revolution models 
with much more impartiality to Butl^ 
than he had been able to place them be* 
fore his own view. And he concluded, 
that he ought to think upon these tbiiigs^ 
and be guided by the voice of his own con- 
science, whether he could take such an aw« 
ful trust as the charge of souls, without do- 
ing injury to his own internal conviction 
of what is right or wrcMig^ 

When David had concluded his very 
long harangue, whidi was only interrupted 
by monosyllables, or little more, <m the pturt 
of Butler^ the orator himself was j^eatiy 
astonished to find that the conclusion^ at 
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which he very naturally wished to arrive, 
seemed much less, decisively attained than 
wh^i he had argued the ease in his own 
mind. 

In this particular, David's current, of 
thinking and speaking only illustrated the 
very important and general proposition 
concerning the excellence of the publicity 
of .dehate. For, under the influence of any 
partial feeling, it is certain, that most men 
can much more easily reamcile themselves 
to any fovouzite measure, when agitating 
it in thar own mind, than when obliged to 
expose its merits to a third party, when 
1^ necessity of seeming impartial procures 
for the opposite arguments a much more 
fidr statement than that which he affords it 
Uk tadt meditation. Having finished what 
he had to say, David thought himself ob- 
liged to be more explicit, and to explain 
^at this was no hypothetical case, but one 
OU' which, (by his own influence and that of 
the Duke of Argyle,) Reuben Butler would 
qpon be .called to decide. 
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It was even with something Bke apprb*^ 
hension that David Deans beard Butler: 
announce, in return to this eommunica- 
tion^ that he would take that night to oon^^ 
sider on what he had said with such kind 
intentions, and return Inm an sinswer 1^ 
next morning. The feelings of the ifather 
mastered David on this occasion. He pr^ss* 
ed Butler to spend the evening with him^ 
-—He produced, most unusual at hiameals^ 
0ne> nay^ twabotties of aged strong ale.-— «' 
He spoke of his daughter — of her merils 
-—her housewifery-^her thrift-— her afFec-^ 
tion. He led Butler so decidedly up to a * 
declaration of his feelings towaids Jeanie^ 
tiiiat, befoi'e night-fall, it was distinetiy nu^ 
derstood she was to be the bride of Reubea 
Butler ; and if they tiiought it indelicfttew 
to abridge the period of deliberation whicbr 
Beuben bad stipulated, it seemed to be^ 
sufficiently understood betwixt them, that 
there was a strong probability of his beco- 
ming minister of Knocktarlitie, providing 
the congregation were as willing to accept 
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of him, as the Duke to grant him the pre- 
sentation. The matter of the oaths, they 
agreed, it was dme enough to dispute about» 
whenever the Shibboleth should be ten« 
dered. 

Many arrangem^ts were adopted that 
evening, which Wei% afterwards ripened by 
correspondence with the Duke of Argyle*s 
man of business, who intrusted Deans and 
Butlei: with the benevolent wish of his priiw 
dpal^ that they should all meet with Jeanie^ 
<m her return from England, at the Duke'a 
hunting-lodge in Roseneath. 

This retrospe^ct, so far as the placid loves^ 
of Jeanie Deans and Reuben Butler are- 
coneemed, forms a full eiqplanaticHi of the 
preceding narrative up to their meetings 
#|i tibe island as already mentioned, 
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CHAPTER VII. 



"I come/' be said^ " my tove, my life, 
A]id^--nstaxt^i dearest name-Huy W1& : 
Thy &iher's hoiue and fiiends zea^^ 
My home^ my ftienda^ my sire are thine.* . 

XiOGAK. 

The meeting of Jeanie and Butler, un- 
<ter circumstances promising to crown an 
affection so long ddayed, was rather aflfect- 
ing from its simple sincerity thaii from it» 
uncommon vdiemence of feeling. David 
Deans, .whose practice was sometimes a 
little different from his theory, appall^ 
them at &st, by givin^ them the opinion 
of sundry of the si.li ring preachers and 
champions of his \ aiger days, that mar- 
riage, thougli ' •. 'vjrable by the laws of 
Scripture, was yti a state over-rashly cm- 
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veted by professors^ and specially by young 
ministers, whose desire, he said, was at 
whiles too inordinate for kirks, stipends, 
and wives, which had frequently occasioned 
over-ready compliance with the general de- 
fections of the times.. He made them aware 
also, that hasty wedlock had been the bane 
of many a savoury professor — ^that the un* 
believing wife had too often revenged the 
text, and perverted the bdieving husband 
— ^that when the famous Donald CargiH, be- 
ing then hiding in Lee- Wood, in Lanark* 
^hire, it being killing-time, did, upon im- 
portunity, marry Robert Marshal of Starry 
Sbaw,hehadthusexpressedhimself: ''What 
hath induced Robert tomarry this woman ? 
her ill will overcome his good — ^he will not 
keep the way long — ^his thriving days are 
done" To the sad accomplishment of whidi 
pfc^i^cy David said he was himself aliving 
witness, for Hobert Marshal having fallen 
into foul compliances with the enemy, went 
home/aiid hea^d the curates, declined into 
etiier steps of defection, and became lightly 

9 
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lesteemed. Indeed' he observed, that the 
.:great upholders of the standard, Cargill, 
Peden, Cameron^ and R^nwick, had less 
delight in tying the bcmds o£ matrimony 
than in any other piece of their mhiisterial 
work ; and although they would neither 
dissuade nor refuse their office, they cpnsi- 
dered the being called to it as an evidence 
.of indifference on the part of those between 
whom it was solemnized to the many griei- 
vous things "of the day. Notwithstanding, 
however, that marriage Was a snare unto 
many, David was of opinion (as, indeed, 
he had showed in his practice,) that it was 
;in itself honourable, especii^y if .times were 
such that honest men could be secure against 
being shot, hanged, or banished, and had 
ai^ competent livelihood to maintain them- 
selves, and those that might come after 
tbem. ^* Apd therefcsre,'' as he eoihcli^d^ 
something abruptly, .a4dr«fising Jeanie and 
Butier, who, with faces as h^^coloured ais 
critnson, h«d beisn li^tenipg toMi Irnigtheii- 
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ed argument for and i^nst the holy state i 
of matrimonyy " I will leave ye to your 
«m cracks." 

As their private conversation, however 
interesting to thems.elves, might prpbaUy 
be very little so to the reader, so far as it 
respected their present feelings and future 
prospects, we shall pass it over, and only 
mention the information which Jeanie re- 
ceived from Butler concerning her sister's 
elopement, which contained many particu- 
lars that she had been unable to extract 
from her father. 

Jeanie learned, therefore, that, for three 
days after her pardon had arrived, Effie had 
been the imnate of her father's house at St 
Leonard's— that the interviews betwixt Da- 
vid and his erring dbild, which had taken 
place before she was liberated from prison, 
had been touching in the extreme; but 
' Butler could not suppress his opinion, thait, 
when he wa« fi:eed from the apprehension 
of losing her in a maimer .so horrible, her 
&ther had tightened the bands of discipline. 
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SO as/ in some degree/ to gall the feelings 
and, aggravate the irritability pf a spirit na- 
turally impatient and petulant^ and now 
doubly so from the sense of merited dis- 
'grace* 

On the third night) Ef&e disappeared 
from St Leonard's, leaving no traces what- 
ever of the route she had taken. Butler, 
however, set out in piirsuit of her, and 
with much trouble traced her towards -a 
little landing-place, formed by a small brook 
which enters the sea betwixt Dalkeith and 
Edinburgh. This place, which has been since 
made into a small harb6ur, and surrounded 
by mai\y smaH viUas and lodging houses, 
is now termed PortobeMo. At this time it 
was surrounded by a waste "common, cov«- 
ed with furze, and unfrequented, save by 
fishing-boats, and now and then a smug* 
gling lugger* A vessel of this description 
had been hovering in the Frith at the time 
of Ef&e's elopement, and, as Butler ascer- 
tained, a boat had come ai^ore in the even- 
ing on which the frigitive had disappeared, 
and had carried on board a female. As the 
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tessel inade sail imroediatdiy, and landed 
BO part of tlieir cargo^ liiere seemed little 
doubt that fliey were accomplices of the 
Hotcxrious Robertson, and that that vessel 
had only caipe into the Frcth to carry off 
his paramour. 

This was made clear by a letter which 
Butler himsdf soob afterwards received by 
post, signed £. D., but without bearing anyi 
date of place or * time, ' It was miserably: 
31 writt^i and spelt ; sea-sickness having" 
j^parehtly aided the der^mgement of Else's 
very irregular orthography and mode of ex^ 
pressibn. In this epistle, however, as in all 
&at that unfortunate girl said or did, there 
wais something to praise as well as to 
blame. She said, in her letter, " That she - 
tould not endure that her father and her 
sistershould go into banishment, or be par- 
takers of ber shame — that if her burthen 
was a heavy one, it was of her own bind- 
ing, and she had the more right to beaa* it 
alone, — that in future thev could not be a 

eomf<»:t to her, or she to them, since every 
you IV* G 
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look and word of her father put her in mind 
of her transgression, and was like to drive 
her mad,— that she had nearly Ibst her judg-^ 
ment during the three days she, was at St 
Leonard's'— her &tber meant weel by her^ 
and all men, but he did not know the dreads 
ful pain he gave her in casting up her sins. 
If Jeanie had been at hame, it might hae 
dune better' — ^Jeanie was ane, like the an- 
gels in Heaven, that rather weep for sm^ 
Hers, as reckon their transgressions. . But 
«he should never see Jeanie ony mair, and 
that was the thought that gave her the 
sairest heart of a' that had come and gane 
yet. On her bended knees would she pray 
fc^ Jeanie, night and day, baith for what 
she had done, and what she had scorned to 
do, in her behalf; for what a thought 
would it have been to her at that n^oment 
o' time, if that upright creatiu'e had made 
a fault to save her. She desired her father 
would give Jeanie a' the gear — her ain 
(i. e. Effie's) mothers and a' — She had 
made a deed, giving up her rights and it 



TUB HEART OF MID-LOiHIAN. 147 

ited in Ml* Novitt's hand— r World's gear 
was henceforward the least of her care, 
nor was it likely to be muckle her mis- 
ter-— She hoped this would make it easy 
fi»r lier siister to settle; and immediately 
alter ^M« expression, she wished Butler 
hiitiself all good things^, in return for his 
kindness to her, Fc¥ herself/* she said, 
^ die kenrfd her lot would be a Waesome 
ane, bi*t it was of her own framing, sae she 
desked the less pity. But, for her fiiends* 
satisfaetion, she wished them lo know that 
she was gaun nae ill gate-— that they who 
had done her mai^t wrong were now will- 
ing to do her what justice was in theif 
power ; and* she would, in some respects, 
be fkf better off than she deserved. But 
she desired her femily to remain satisfied 
with' this assurance, tod give themselves 
hO'trouHe in making further enquiries after 
her." 

Ta David Deans and to Butler this let*- 
ier gave very little feomfort ; for what was 
to be expected from this unfortunate giri'i 
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uniting faer fate^ to that of a e|ba3*acter sp 
notorious as Robertson, who they readify 
guessed was alluded to in the last sentence^ 
excepting that she should become t^e^iiairt- 
na- and victim c^ his fixture crimes. Jemiia; 
who knew George Staunton's charae^er, 
and real rank, saw her sister's situation uii- 
der a ray of better hope. Bhe ai^ur^d w^U 
of the haste he had shewn to reclaim hi%}ti- 
terest in Effie, and she trusted he faadna^Ae 
her his wife. If so, it .seemed imptobal^e 
that, with his expected fortune, and high 
connections, lie should agam resume the 
life of crkninal adventure which he had lad, 
especially since, as natters stood, hm life 
depended upon bis keeping his own secfiet, 
which <x>uld only be done by an entiie 
change of his habits, and particularly by 
avoiding all those who had know^i tiie.hfir 
of WiUinghsun under the character of jtj^be 
audacious, mminal, and condemned < Ro* 
liertson; . i 

She thought it most likely that . &ey 
would go aibroad- for a few years, . and i^t 
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r^tttrn to England until the ai&ir of For- 
teoiis ivas totally forgotten. Jeanie, thece^, 
fore; ^aw more hc^€» for bar sister than Bot- 
ler or h6r &ther had been able to percdve ; 
bat she was not at liberty to impart the 
cdmfcHt which she fdt ia believing that she 
woiikl'be secure fronv the pressure of ;poyer- 
ij, axid in little risk of beings sedueed into 
the paths of guilt. She oopld not.faave ex^ 
l^lnhed this wi&out making piiUic what it 
was essentially necessary for Elflie's diance 
of comfort'to oxioeal; the identity namely 
af Gtorge . Staunton and George Robert- 
son. After alU it was dreadful to think that 
'Effie had united herself to a man condemn* 
ed for felony, andUable to trial for murder, 
whatever were his rank in life, and the de- 
grii^ of his remorse. Besides^ it was me- 
Itmc^ioly td reflect^ that, she herself being 
in pofifisession of ^e whole* dreadful secret, 
it wa^ most probaUe he would, out of re* 
gard to his own. feelings, and fear for his 
safet^;never ^gain permit her to see poor 
Effie. , Aftel: perusing and re^peruaing her 
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siste/» vakdietory ktter, die gave ease ta 
her feeKngs in a flood of tears, wbkfa Bat« 
ler ib yain eRdeavowred to cbeckby feveiy 
soothing attehtibn in his power*, fflie t^wa 
0bljged, hcmierer, at length, to look up and 
wipe her eyes, for her father, thkiking he 
had allowed tlie lovers time enough for oon*^ 
ference, was now adfaneiiig towards them 
from the Lodge, accompanied b)r the Gap- 
tainof KnodcduHder, or, ashia fiiaids^din^ 
ed him for brevity's sake, Duncan Knocks 
a titte which some youthful exploits had 
wodeKd pecniiajly appropriilte. 

TUs Dunean of Knoekdui^der was a per^ 
son cff first>rate importance in the island of 
Roseneath, and the ocmtinental parishes of 
iQiocktarlitie,KU^n,ktkd so forth; nay, his 
influence extended a3 &r as Cowal, ^bere, 
however, it was obscured by Ihat of ano- 
ther &ctor. Th^ Tower of K^iocikdun&t- 
i|tiU occupies^ with its remains,^ a <^iff >o^er« 
hanging the Holy-Locb. Dii^o^n $W<»te 
H had been a royal eastle ; if s;>, it was one 
Y)f the smallest, the s^e wijt^ti only ft>rn>- 
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mga squareof sixteen feet^andbeatiiigtheve- 
tore a ridiculous pt^portion to tl^ tfaiclmess 
ai Ae waUs^ whidi was ten feet at least 
Such as it was, however, it had loiig given 
tlie title of Capt9in, equivalent to that of 
Omtellain, to the ancestcg*s of Duncam, 
who wero retainers of the house of Argyle, 
iatMl lield a herecMtary jurisdictioa under 
tiiem, of little extent indeed, but whidi 
had ^Mt ccmsequence in their eyes, and 
w»s ustiatiy ^dmknstra^ witih a vigour 
wnxew^t beyoaod the kw. 

The present rapKsentaiive of that an* 
eiefit family was a stout :shc»*t xnan about 
fifty, whose pleasure it was to unite in his 
own pei^on the dress of the Highlands and 
liowiands, wearing on hk head a black tie- 
wig, sumiminted by a fierce €ocked-hat, 
deeply guardM' with gold lace, while the. 
Mst Qf his dr^ss con^istod of the plaid and 
{diilabeg. Duncan superintended a district 
whidi was partly Highland, partly Low* 
hmdf and tiherefoce might be supposed to 
qpoabine their natigiial habits,..' in order, to 
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Aow his impartiaKty to Trojan or TynatK 
The inoongruity,. however, had a whimsic^ 
and ludicrous effect^ as it n^ide hia hend 
and body look a« if belonging to ^iffer&k% 
individuals; or, as. some one said who ha4 
seen the executions of the insurgent pri^ 
soners in 1715^ it seemed as if some Jaco* 
bite enehanjto*,. having recalled the snlfecers 
to life, had clapped, ii> his haste, an Eng* 
lishman's head on a Hi^lander'^ bod}r% 
To finish the portrait,, the bearui^ of the 
gradous Duncan vfM brief, bluffy md con- 
sequential, and the upward torn c^his short. 
c^pper«<K>loured nose indicated that he wa$ 
somewhat addicted to wrath and usque^ 
baugh» 

- . Wh€» this digx^ary had advam^ up to^ 
Butler and to Jeanie, **I take the firee* 
dom, Mr Deans>" he said, ** to salute youi 
daughter, wfailk I presume this young ks& 
to be-^I kiss eveiy pretty girl that oosne^ 
to Rosi^neath^ in virtue of my office." Ha^. 
ving ma4e this gallant speech, he took oul 
his. quid, saluted Jeanie rwith a hefort^ 
smiack, and bade her welcome to Argyle^s 
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ebtmtry. Then addressing Butler, he said, 
^^ Ye lifiaun gang ower and meet the carle 
mmisters yonder • the mom, for they will 
want to do your job, and synd it down 
with usquebaugh doubtless — ^they seldom 
HHdce dry wark in this kintra."* 

** And the Laird''— said David Deans. 
- • ;« The Captain, man,** interrupted-Duri- 
GSkti ; '^ folk winna ken wha ye are speaking 
aboot, imlei^s ye gie sbentlemens their pro* 
jier titiie.'' 

" The Captain, then,'* said David, « as- 
sures me that tiie csdl is un^imous on the 
fiat of the parishioners-^a real harmonious 
tsi^ Beuben/' 

** I pelieye," said DUnean, " it was as 
liarnionious as could pe expected, when the 
tae half o' thb bodies were clavering ^asse^ 
nadi, and the f other skirling Gaelic, like 
sea-maws and ckek-geese before a storm. 
Anfe 'wad hae needed the gift- of tongues 
to 'ken preceesely what they said— -but I 
fifeMeve the best end of it. was, * Long live 
MatCaUummoreandKnoekdunder.'-^wAndl 

2g 
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a^ to its being an unanitxious call, ivmibe 
glad to ken &t busuie9$ the cailes ha^e t^ 
call ony thii^ or qny body but wtet (b? 
Duke and mysell lik^s.** 

« NeyexthelesC ^id Mr Butler^ ^ if etiy 
ei tk^ pamhionershai^e any aa:upk$« wjhidb^ 
sometimes faapx^^n in. the mind of w^pere 
l^rofessors,. I should be happy of an oppor- 
tunity of trying to BOTaove-— * 

" Never fash^ ypw peard about ijt, mail,r 
interrupted Duncan Knock — ** Leave it^ 
1K> me«. — Scruple I Ae% o' them ha^ been bred 
up to scruple ony thing that they're bidd^a 
totdch^And if sie a tjiing isluld happen as y.f 
speak o\ ye sail see the sincere professor^ a» 
ye ca' hkn, towed at the ^tem of my boat 
for a few furlongEL— III try if the water of 
the Ha]^*Loch wimia wash off seruples a& 
weel as fleas^^-Cpt dainn U\ » ^ 

The rest of I>uncan^$ threat was lost in 
a growling, gur^^ing sort of sound, which 
he made in his throat, and which menaced 
recusaniB with no gentle means of convei^ 
sion. Day id Deans would certainly bave 



THR HEART OF MII>-i:oTHIAN. 155 

given battle in defence of the right of the 
^ Christian congr^ation to be consulted in 
the choice of their own pastor, which, in 
his estimation, was one of the choicest and 
Bfiost' inalienable irf their pnvileges ; but 
he had ^gain engaged in close cotiversa-^ 
tion^ with Jeanie^ and, with moire interest 
t%an he was in use to take in afl^rs fo- 
reign alike to his occupation and to his re- 
ligious tenets, was inquiring into the pai?- 
ticiilars of her London journey. - This ^Vas,. 
jJ«ha5)s> fiwrtunate for the new formed 
fHendship betwixt him and the Captain of 
iS^nockdunder, which resto^d, in David's es- 
■Kmatioh, upon the proofs he had given of 
Ms skiD in managing stock, but, in reaMty, 
upon the special charge transmitted to Dun-: 
iean from the Duke and his ageht, to be- 
have ^th the utmost attention to Deans 
and bis family. 

' ** And now,^ sirs," said Duncan, in a com- 
manding tone, " I am to pray ye a* to come 
in to your supper, for yonder is Mr Archi- 
bald half famished^ and a Saxon woman. 
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th&t looks as if her eeti were fle^g outo^. 
her head wi'.fear and wonder, as if she had 
ix^vef* s^n a sheatjeman in a phikbeg pe^ 
fore.'* ' ' 

• « And Reuben Butler,** said David; "will 
doubtless desite kijstantly to retire, that he 
njay prepfure, his mind for th^ je^ereise of 
to-morrow, t^at his<woark maiy;suit the day, 
and be an offering of a sweet savour in tho 
noetnls rf the reverend presbytery/' 

" Hout tout, man» it*s but little ye ken 
about thj^n)," inteprupted the Qaptain. 
*^ Teii a ane o' them wad gie the savour of 
the hct venison pasty whicjil smell (tumw 
ing his squab oosi^ up in the air,) a' the way 
frae the lodge, for a' that Mr Futler, oi 
you either, can say to them." . 

David groaned, but judging he had to do 
with a Gallio,. as ^ said, did not think lit 
worth his while to give battle. They fol-^ 
lowed the Captain to the house,, and arran- 
ged themselves witli^ great ceremony roimd 
a well-loaded supper^table. The only other 
circumstan^^ of the evening worthy to be 
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recorded ia, that Butlar pronounced the 
blessing, that Knockdunder found it too 
loni?, and David Deans censured it as too 
Ac^ftom which thecWWlere^Urnuy 
ccmdude it was exactly the propa length. 



158 TAVBS 03? MX LA^D£dRDl« 



/ 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Now turn the Psalms of David ower, 
And lilt wt' hoij clangor ; 
0^ double verse come gie us four. 
And skirl up the Bangor. 

BURIfS. 



The next was the important day, when, 
according to the forms and ritual of the 
Scottish Kirk, Reuben Butler was to be 
ordained minister of Knocktarlitie by the 

Presbytery of . And so eager were 

the whole party, that all, excepting Mrs 
Dutton, the destined Cowslip of Inverary^ 
were stirring at an early hour. 

Their host, whose appetite was as quick 
and keen as his lempeF, was not long in 
sumnsioning theni to» a subsliantial brea4c- 
last„ wbece tlhece were^ ait Least a doaren of 
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^^rent prep»*aldQtKs of milk, plenty of 
colil meat» scores boiled aad roasted e^8t 
a. huge cag i>f butter^ half a firkm herrings 
boiled aod hroiled» fresh and salt, and tea 
and cofiee for tbem that liked it» whid)» ^a 
their landiord assured theoi» witli a nod 
^^ a wink« pointings ai the saine time^ 
to a little cutter which seemed dodgiag 
undier the lee of the island^ cost them little 
beside the fetching ashore^ ' 

'* Is the contraband trade ptcmitteii 
here so openly ?' said Butler, <* I sboald 
think it very unfavourable to the peapie*s 
morals."^ . • : 

« The Duke, Mv- Futler^ has ^i'en nae 
orders- concerning the :pntting;ofit. down, '^ 
said the. oiagiatrafce, and seemed to think 
tksA he bad said all that was necessary to 
justify hi^ connivance* 

Butler was a man of prudence^ soid.awiare 
that real. good can only he obtained by 're*^ 
monstrance when reinontoan^ ia welk 
timed ; so i<^ the present he said t nothing 
more oa the siibfectc 



160 TAIXS OF MY IiAlWLOItDT 

Wbeii breakfast Ataftlialf Over, in ifobticed 
Kbs' Dolly as: fine as a blue sacque and 
chftrry^coioared ribbands could make heir. 
i. 5c Good oiorrow to yon, madatD,^ said 
the mastef' oE c^retnoDieS'; *^ I trust your 
edriy.'xisitig \?ill not*skaith ye.^ 
/ The>daine>a^o)6gized to Captaiii Ktaodi^ 
utud^iV as she was pleased^ to* term their en*? 
t^rtainer ; ^^ but* as we say in 0ieshirep'* 
^e added, <* I was like the* Mayor of AU 
Ifiiigham^ who lies in bed^hile his breeches 
arei mendmg, Uwthe girl did not bring up 
the ;nghfr bundle to my^^oiKn, till she had 
brought up b31 the others by mistake one 
aften'tfotherJ-«WeUy I suppose we ar& all 
for church. to»day; as I understand-^Pray 
may I^ be ao bold: aa. to ask, if it is the fa^ 
ahion for yott>N(Hrth*country g6Btleme»>to 
go to church in your pettkoats^ Captam 
Knockiuider ?'* 

/ *< Captain of Koockdundar, madam, if 
you please^ for I knock under to namao; 
and in respect of my garb, I shall go to 
church as I am, at your service, madam j 
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for if I were to lie in bed, like your Major 
What-dye-callum, till my preeehes were 
mended, I might be there aH my life, see-* 
2Dg I never had a pair of them on my per- 
son but twice in my life, which I am pound 
to remember^ it peing when the Duke 
brought his Duchess here, when her Grace 
pehoved to be pleasured^ so I e'en porrow« 
ed the minister's trews for the twa days his 
Grace was pleased to stay — ^but I will put 
fnyseH* under sic confinement again fbr no 
man on earthy or woman eitlier, but hef 
Grace being Blwkjs excepted, as in duty 
pound." 

Hhe mistress of«the milking*pail stared^ 
but, making no answer to this round de- 
daration, immediately proceeded to show^ 
that the alarm of the preceding evening 
had in no degree injured her af^etite. 

When the meal was finished, the Captain 
projposed to them to take boat, in order 
that Mistress Jeanie might see ker new 
place of residence, and that be bimsdf 
might enquire whether the necessary pre* 

2 
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pars^oDS had been ma^e, there ai^ at the 
Maose, fbr receiving: the future inmates of 
ti^se mansions. 

Thiei morning was delightful, and the huge 
mountain* shadows slept upon the mirror'd 
v^ave of the Firth, almost as little disturbed 
as if it had been an inland lake. Kvdgi 
Mrs Button's fears no longer annoyed her, 

■ 

She had been informed by Archibald, that 
there was to be aome sort of junketting a& 
ier the sermon, and that was what she lo- 
ved dearly ; and as for the water, it was ap 
still that it would look quite like a paity on 
the Thames. n , 

The wiiole party being embarked, there- 
fore, in a lai'ge boat, which the captain 
called his coach and six, and attended by a 
tmaller.one termed his gig, the gallant Dun** 
can steered strait upon the little to wee of the 
old-fashioned chuich of Knocktarliti?, and 
the exertions of sikistout rowers sped tlieni. 
rapidly on their voyage. As they geared 
the land, the hills appeared to recede from: 
them, and a iittle valley, formed by the de- 
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i^ent of a small river from the naountainsy 
evolved itself as it were iipon their ap» 
proach. The style of the country on each 
side was simply pastoral, and resembled, in 
appearance and character, the description 
pf a forgotten Scottish poet, which rum 
nearly thu^ :— 
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*' The water gently down a level slid. 
With little din, but eouthy what it made ) 
On ilka 9ide the .trees grew thick and hmg, , 
And \vi' the wild birds' notes were a' in sang ; 
Qn either side, a full bow-shot and<^mair. 
The green was eren, gowany, and fair ; 
With easy slope on every hand the braes 
To the hilld' feet with scattered bushes raise ; 
With goats and sheep aboon, and kyq below. 
The bonnie banks all in a swarm did go.*' * 

They landed in this Highland Arcadia, 
at the mouth of the small stream which 
watered the delightful and peaceable val- 
ley. Inhabitants of several descriptions 
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came to pay their respects to the Captain 
of Knockdunder, an homage which he 
^as very peremptory in exacting, and to 
see the new settlers. Some of these were 
tnen after DaVid Dean s*s own heart, elders 
of the kirk, session, zealous professors^ from 
the Lennox, Lanarkshire, and Ayrshire, to 
whom the preceding Duke of Argyle had 
given rooms in thiscorner of his estate, be- 
cause they had suffered for joining his father 
the unfortunate Earl during his ill-fated 
attempt in 1686. These were cakes of the 
right leaven for David regaling himself 
with; and had it not been for this cir* 
cumstance, he has beeri heard to say, " that 
the Captain of Knockdunder would have 
swore him out of the country in twenty, 
four hours, sae awsome it was to ony think- 
ing soul to hear his imprecations, upon the 
slightest temptation that crossed his hur 
mour.''. 

Besides these, there were a wilder set of 
pidtrishioners, mountaineers from the upper 
glen and adjacent hilU who spoke Gadic, 
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went about . armed, and wore the High-* 
land dress. But the atrict comnands of 
the Duke had established such good or* 
der in this part of his territories^ that the 
Gw\ aqd Saxpns lived upon the best possi- 
ble terms of go^d neighbourhood. 

They first visited the Man$e, as the par* 
senage is termed in Scotland. It was old^ 
l^ut in^ood repair, and stood snugly embo* 
soqied in a. grove of sycamm'e, wijLh a well* 
^ocke4 garden in frcmt, bounded by the 
small river, which was partly visible firoia 
tjbe windows,pa[rtly-concealed by the buahes^; 
tre«s, and bounding hedge. Within, the. 
ho^ise looked lefA comfcMtiible than it might 
have been, for.it had b^en neglected by, 
the, kte iacambent f but workajieB h^ 
been labouriog under the directions of 
the Captain of.Knockdunder, and at.the^ 

■ 

expence of the Duke of Arg}'Ie,vto pi^t it 
into some oi^er. Tlie old. *^ ple^isbingri 
had been removed^ .and neat, but plain 
household furniture l^ad been s^ent; down 
^ t^ Pnke in a brig (if his. own, called 
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the Cafoliner and waa ftow residy to be 
placed in order in the apartments. 

The gracious Duncan, finding matters 
were at a stand among the workmen, dutn-- 
moned before him the delinquents) and i|n^ 
pressed all who heard him with a sense of 
bis authority, by the penalties ^ith which 
he threatened them for their delay. Mulct- 
ing them in lialf their charge, he assured 
them, would be the least of it ; fbr, if they 
were to neglect his pleasure and the Duke's, 
«« he would be tamn'd if he paid them the 
t'other half either, and they might seek law 
for it where thefy could get it." Th6 work- 
people humbled themselves before the of- 
fended dignitary, add $pAke him doft and 
fair-{ tod at length, upon Mr Btttler recal- 
ling to his mind^ that it was the origination^- 
day, and that the workmen were probably 
thinking of going to church, Knockdun- 
der agreed' to forgive them out of respect 
to their new minister. 

" But an I catch them neglecking my 
duty again, Mr Putter, the'teil pe m me if 
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the kirk shall be an excuse ; for what has 
the like o' them rapparees to do at the kirk 
ony day put Sundays^ or then either, if the 
Duke and I has the necessitous uses for 
them ?^ 

It may be guessed with what feelings of 
quiet satisfaction and delight^ Butler look- 
ed forward to spending his days, honoured 
and useful as he trusted ta be in this se* 
questened vailey, and bow often an intellit 
gent glance was exchanged betwixt him 
and Jcanie, whose good* humoured face 
looked positively handsome, froto the ex- 
pres^n of modesty, and, at the same time, 
of satisfaction, which she wore when visit* 
ing the apartments of which she. was soon 
to cali hersdif mistress. She was leftmt li« 
berty to give more open imiplgence to her 
feelings of delight and admiration, when, 
leaving the Manse, the company proceeded 
tOvCxamine the destined habitation of Da- 
vid Deans. 

Jcanie found with pleasure that it was 
not a^ove a musket shot from the Manser 
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£br it had been a bar to her happiness to 
tiiink she might be obliged to reside at a 
distance from her father, and she was i^^are 
th^t there were strong objections to his ac- 
tually living in the same house with Butler. 
But this brief distance was the very thing 
which she could have wished. 

The farm-house was on the plan of aa 
improved eottage^ and contrived with great 
regard to convenience ; an excellent little 
garden, an orchard, and a set of offices com- 
plete, according to the best ideas of thetimei 
combined to render it a most desirable ha- 
bitation for the practical ftrma*, and far su-i 
perior to the hovel at Woodend^ and the 
small house at Saint Leonard's Crags* The 
situation was considerably higher thaa diat 
of the Manse, and fronted to the west* The 
windows commanded an enchanting view 
of the little vde over which the. mansion 
seemed to preside, the windings of the 
stream, and the Firth, with its associated 
lakes and romantic islands. The hills. of 
Dumbartonshire, once possessed by the 
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fcfce clan of MacFarlanes, formed a cres* 
cent behind the valley, and far to the right 
were seen the du6ky and more gigantic 
mountains of Argyleshire, with a seaward 
view of the shattered and thunder- splitten 
peaks of Arran. 

But to Jeanie, whose taste for the pic- 
turesque, if she had any by nature, had ne- 
ver been awakened or cultivated, the sight 
of the faithful old May Hettley, as she 
opened the door to receive them in her 
clean toy, Sunday's russet-gown, and blue 
apron, nicely smoothed down before her^ 
was worth the whole varied landscape, 
^jRic f4q)tures of the faithful old creature 
at seeing Jeanie were equal to her own, 
as she hastened to assure her ** that baith 
the gudeman and the beasts had been as 
weel seen after as she possibly could coti- 
trive/* Separating her from the rest of the 
comipany, May then hurried her yourig mis- 
tress to the offices, that she might receive 
the compliments she expected for Her care 
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of the cowsw Jennie rejoicedi in the sim* 
plicity of her hearty to see her charge once 
more ; and the mute favourites df our he- 
foine, Gowsins, and the others, acknowv 
ledged her presence by lowing, turning 
round their broad and decent btows when 
they heard her well-known " Pmh, my 
leddy — pruh, my woman/' and, by various 
indications^ known only to those who have 
studied the animals' habits, shewing sensi^ 
ble pleasure as she approached to caress 
them in their turn. 

^ «* The very brute beasts are glad to see 
ye again^" said May j «* but nae wonder, 
jeanie, for ye were aye kind to beast and 
body. And I maun learn to ca' ye nUstres4 
now, Jeanie, &ance ye hae been up to Lun«» 
pon, and seen the Duke, and the King, and 
a' the braw folk. But wha kens," added the 
old dame slily, ** what I'll hae to ca' ye for« 
bye mistress, for lam thinking it wunna lang 
be Deans.*' 

<' Ca' me your ain Jeanie, May, and then 
ye can never gang wrang.*' . . 
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In the cow-house which they examined, 
there was one animal, which Jeanie looked 
at till the tears gushed into her eyes. May, 
who had watched her with a sympathizing 
expression, immediately observed, in an 
under tone, ** The gudeman aye sorts that 
beast himsel, and is kinder to it than ony 
beast in the byre ; and I noticed he was 
that way e'en when he was angriest^ and 
had maist cause to be angry.— Eh sirs.! a 
{larenti's hearths a queer thing ! — Mony a 
Warstle he has had for that puir lassie — I 
am thinking he petitions mair for her than 
for yoursel, hinny ; for what can he plead 
for you but just to wish you the blessing ye 
deserve ? And when I sleepit ayont the hal- 
lan, when we came first here, he was often 
earnest a' night, and I could hear him 
come ower and ower again wi^ * Effie— puir 
blinded misguided thing T it was aye ' Efiie ! 
Effie !^ — If that puir wandering lamb come- 
na into the sheepfauld in the Shepherd's ain 
time, it will be an unco wonder, for I wot 
she has been a child of prayers. O, if the 



172 TMLES OF MY LANDLORD. 

puir prodigal wad return^ sae blithdy as 
the goodman wad kill the fatted calf!— 
though Brockie's calf will no be fit for kill- 
ing this three weeks yet." 

And then, with the discursive talent of 
persons of her description, she got once 
more afloat in her account of domestic af- 
fairs, and Jeft this delicate and aifecting 
topic. 

Having looked at ^very thing in the of- 
fices and the dairy, and expressed her sa^ 
tisfaction with the manner in which mat- 
ters had been managed in her absence, 
Jeanie rejoined the rest of the party, who 
were .surveying the interior of the house, 
all excepting David Deans and Butler, who 
had gone dovin to the church to meet th« 
kirk-session and the clergymen of the pres- 
bytery, and arrange matters for the duty 
of the day. 

In the interior of the cottage all was 
clean, neat, and . suitable to the exterior. 
It had been originally built and furnished 
by the Duke, as a retreat for a favourite 
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domestic of the higher class, who did not 
long enjoy it, and had been dead only a 
few months, so that every thing was in ex-' 
cellent taste and good order. But in 
Jeanie's bed- room was a neat trunk, which 
had greatly excited Mrs Button's curiosity, • 
for she was sure that the direction, ^* For 
Mrs Jean Deans, at Auchingower, parish 
of Knocktarlitie," was the writing of Mrs 
Semple, the Duchess's own woman. May 
Hettley produced the key in a sealed par- 
cel, which bore the same address, and at- 
tached to the key was a label, intimating ' 
that the trunk and its contents were « a to, 
ken of l-emembrance to Jeanie Deans, from 
her friends the Duchess of Argyle and the 
young ladies." The trunk, hastily opened 
as the reader will not doubt, was found to 
be full of wearing apparel of the best qua- 
lity, suited to Jeanie's rank in life j and to 
most of the articles the names of 4he parti- 
cular donors were attached, as if to make 
Jeanie sensible not only of the general^ but 
©f the individual interest she had excited 
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in the noble family. To name the various 
articles by their appropriate names, would 
be to attempt things unattempted yet in 
prose or rhyme ; besides, that the oldnfaw 
shioned terms of manteaus, sacks, kissing- 
strings, and so forth, would convey but 
little information even to the milKners of 
the present day. I shall deposit, hdwever^ 
an accurate inventory of the contents of 
the trunk with my kind friend. Miss Mar- 
tha Buskbody, who has promised, should 
the public curiosity seem interested on the 
subject, to supply me with a professiotfal 
glossary and commentary. Suffice it to say, 
that the gift was such as became the do* 
Bors» and was suited to the situation of the 
receiver ; that every thing' was handsome 
and appropriate, and nothing forgotten 
which belonged to the wardrobe of a young 
person in Jeanie'^s situation in life, the des- 
tined brid^ of a respectable clergyman. 

Article after article was displayed, com- 
mented upon, and admired, to the wondiBr 
of May, who declared, *< she didna think 
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the Queen had mair or better claise/' and 
somewhat to the envy of the northern Cow- 
slip. This unamiable, but not very unoa- 
turaly disposition of oiind, broke forth in 
sundry unfounded criticisms to the dispa- 
ragement of the articles, as they were seve- 
rally exhibited. But it assumed a more di- 
rect character, when, at the bottom of all, 
was found a dress of white silk, very plain* 
ly made, but still of white silk, and French 
silk to boot, with a paper pinned to it, bear- 
ing, that it was a present from the Duke of 
Argyle to his travelling companion, to be 
worn on the day when she should change 
her name. ' 

Mrs Dutton could forbear no Ipnger, but 
whispered into Mr Archibald's ear, that it 
was a clever thing to be a Scotchwoman ; 
<* She supposed all her sisters, and she had 
half a dozen, might have been hanged^ with* 
out any one sending her a present of a 
pocket hand kerchief/' 

<< Or without your making any exertion 
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to save them, Mrs Dolly," answered Archi- 
bald drily. — «* But I am surprised we do 
not hear the bell yet," said he, looking at 
, his watch, 

^«* Fat ta teil, Mr Archibald," answered 
the Captain of Koockd under, *« wad ye 
hae them ring the bell before I am ready 
to gang to kirk ? — 1 wad gar the bedral eat 
the bell- rope, if he took ony sic freedom. 
But if ye want to hear the bell, I will just 
shew mysell on the knowe-head, and it will 
begin jowing forthwith.** 

Accordingly, so soon as they sallied out, 
and that the gold-laced hat of the Captain 
was seen rising like Hesper above the dewy 
verge of the rising ground, the clash (for 
it was rather a clash than a clang) of the 
bell was heard from the old moss-grown 
tower, and the clapper continued to thump 
its cracked sides all the while they advan- 
ced towards the kirk, Duncan exhorting 
them to take their own time, " for teil ony 
sport wad be till he came«" 
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Accordingly, the bell only changed to 
the final and impatient chipie when they 
crossed the stile ; and '« rang in,*' that is, 
concluded its mistuned summons, when 
they had entered the Duke's seat in the 
little kirk, where the whole party arranged 
themselves with Duncan at their bead, ex- 
cepting David Deans, who already occu- 
pied a seat among the elders. 
. The business of the day, with a particu- 
lar detail of which it is unnecessary to trou- 
ble the reader, was gone through according 
to the established form, and the sermon 
pronounced upon . the occasion had the 
good fortune to please even the critical 
David Deans, though it was only an hour 
and a quarter long, which David termed a 
short allowance of spiritual provender. 

The preacher, who was a divine that held 
many of David's opinions, privately apolo- 
gized for his brevity by saying, « That he 
observed the Captain was gaunting grie- 
vously, and that if he had detained him 

H a 
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longer, thcire was no knowing how long he 
might be in paying the next term's victual 
stipend."* 

David groaned to find that such carnal 
motives could have influence upon the 
nund of a powerful preadien He had, 
indeed, been scandalised by another cir- 
cumstance during the service^ 

So soon as the congregation were seated 
after prayers, and the clergyman bad reiid 
his text, the gracious Duncan, after rum* 
maging the leathern-purse which hung in 
front of his petticoat, {Produced a short to* 
bacco*pipe made of iron, and observed, al- 
most aloud, ^* 1 bae forgotten my spleuchan 
-—Lacblan, gang down to the Clachan, and 
bring me up a pennyworth of twist/' Six 
arms, the nearest within reach, presented, 
with an obedient start, as many tobacco- 
pouches to the man of office. He made 
choice of one with a nod of acknowledge 
ment, filled his pipe, lighted it with the as* 
sistance of his pistol-flinty and smoked with 
infinite composure during the whole time 
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of the sermon. At the end of the discourse 
be knocked the ashes out of his pipe, re- 
placed it in his sporraiv returned the to- 
bacco-pouch or spleuchan to its owner, and 
joined ini the prayer with decency and at- 
teAtion. 

At. the end of the service, when Butler 
fa^ been admitted minister of the kirk of 
£iio€ktarlitie» with all its s{rfritual immuni- 
ties and privileges, David, who had frowned, 
groaned, and murmured at Knockdunder's 
iireverent demeanour, communicated his 
plain thoughts of the matter to Isaac Mei- 
klehose, one of the elders, with whom a re- 
verential as|)ect and huge grizzle wig had es- 
pecially disposed him to seek fraternization* 
<< It didna become awild Indian,'' David said, 
** much Jess a Christian, and a gentleman, 
to sit in the kirk puffing tobacco reek, as if 
he wer,e in a change-house." 

. Meiklehose shook bis head, and allowed 
it was << far frae beseetoing — But what will 
ye say ? The Captain's a queer hand, and 
to speak to him idliout that or ony thing 
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else that crosses the maggot, wad be to set 
the kiln a-low. He keeps a high hand- 
ower the country, and we couldna ideal wi* 
the Hielandmen without his protection, sin' 
a* the keys o' the kintray hings at his belt ; 
and he's no. an ill body in the main, and mai&r 
try, )e ken, maws the meadows doun," 

** That may be very true, neighbour," 
said David ; " but Reuben Butler isna the 
man I take him to be, if he disna learn the 
Captain to txxS his pipe some other gate 
than in God's house, or the quarter be 
ower." 

** Fair and softly gangs far," said Meikle^ 
hose ; ** and if afule may gie a wise man a 
counsel, I wad hae him think twice or he 
mells wi' Kiiockdunder^ — He suld hae a 
lang-shankit spune that wad sup kail'wi^ 
the de'il. But they are a* away to their 
dinner to the change-house, and if we dinna 
' mend our pace, we'll come short at meal- 
tiine." 

David accotnpanied his friend without 
answer ; but began to feel from experience, 
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diat the glen of Knocktarlitie, like the rest 
of the worlds was haunted by its own spe- 
cial subjects of regret and discontent. His 
mind was so much occupied by considering 
the best means of converting Duncan of 
Knock to a sense of reverential decency 
during public worship, that he altogether 
forgot to enquire, whether Butler was call- 
ed upon to subscribe the oaths to govern- 
ment. 

Some have insinuated, that his neglect 
on this head was, in some degree, intention- 
al ; but I think this explanation inconsistent 
with the simplicity of my friend David's 
character. Neither have I ever been able 
by the most fninute enquiries to know, whe- 
ther the^/?>n»wfo, at which he so much scru- 
pled, had been exacted from Butler, aye or 
no. The books of the kirk-session might 
have thrown some light on this matter ; but 
unfortunately they were destroyed in the 
year 1746, by one Donacha Dhu na Du- 
naigh, at the instance, it was said, or at 
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least by the connivance, of the gracious 
Duncan of Knock» who had a desire to ob- 
literate the records of the foibles of a cer^^ 
tain Kate finla^soQ* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Now butt aod bes the chaoft^hovie fiHt 

Wi' jrill-caup coxnineBtatoni^- 

Here's crying out for bakes end gillfl^ ^ 

And tbere the pint-stoup datten. 

Wi' thid and thrang^ and loud uid hofy^ 

Wi' logic and wi* scr^itore^ 

They raise a din that in the end 

Is life to breed a rupture^ 

C wrath that day. 

A PLENTIFUL entertainment, at the 
Duke of Argyle*s coat, r^aled the reve- 
rend gentlemen who had assisted at the or- 
dination of Reuben Butler, and almost all 
the respectable part of the parish. The 
feast was, indeed, such as the country itself 

furnished^ for plenty of all the requisites 
for ^* a rough and round" dinner, were al« 

ways at Duncan of Knock's command. 
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There was the beef and mutton on the 
braes^ the fresh and salt-water fish in the 
lochs, the brooks, and firth ; game of 
every kind, from the deer to the leveret, 
were to be had for the killing, in the 
Duke's forests, moors, heaths, and mosses ; 
and for liquor, home-brewed ale flowed 
as freely as water ; brandy and usque- 
baugh both were had in these happy times 
without duty j even white wine and claret 
were got for nothing, since the Duke's 
extensive rights of admiralty gave him a 
title to all the wine in cask, which is drifl* 
ed ashore on the western coast and isles of 
Scotland, when shipping have suffered by 
severe weather. In short, as Duncan boast- 
ed, the entertainment did not cost Mac- 
Cttllummore a plack out of his sporran, 
and was iievertheless not only liberal, but 
overflowing. . 

The Duke's health was solemnized in a 
hmaJidehxim^tT^ and David Deans, him- 
self added perhaps the first huzza that his 
lungs had ever uttered, to swell the shout 
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with which the pledge was received. Nay, 
so exalted in heart' was he upon this memo* 
Table occasion, and so much disposed to be 
indulgent, that he expressed no dissastisfac* 
lion when three bag-pipers struck up, " The 
Campbells are coming." Thfe health of the 
reverend minister of Knocktarlitie was re- 
ceived with similar honours ; and there was ^ 
a roar of laughter, when one of his brethren 
slyly subjoined the addition of, *« A good 
wife to our brother, to keep the Manse in 
order." On this occasion David Deans was 
djelivered of bis firstborn joke ; apparent- 
ly the parturition ,was. accompanied with 
many throes, for sorely did he twist about 
his physiognomy, and much did he stumble 
in his speech, before he could express his '^ 
idea, " That the lad being new wedded to. 
his spiritual bride, it was hard to threaten 
him with ane temporal spouse in the saam 
day.'* He then laughed a hoarse and brief 
laugh, and was suddenly grave and silent, 
as if abashed at his own vivacious effort. 
. After another to^st or two, Jeanie, Mrs 
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DoUy, and such of the female natives as had 
honoured the feast with their presence, re» 
tired to David's new dwelling at Auchin- 
gower, and left the gentlemen to their po* 
tations. 

The feast proceeded with great glee. 
The conversation, where Duncan had it 
under his direction, was not indeed always 
strictly canonical, but David Deans escaped 
any risk of being scandalized, by engaging 
with one of his neighbours in a recapitula- 
tion of the sufferings of Ayrshire and la* 
narkshire, during what was called the in- 
vasion of the Highland Host ; the prudent 
Mr Meiklehose cautioning them from time 
to time to lower their voices, for *^ that 
Duncan Knock's father had been at that 
onslaught, and brought back muckle gude 
plenishing, and that Duncan was no un- 
likely to hae been there himself, for what 
he kenn'd.** 

Meanwhile, as the mirth grew fast and 
furious, the graver members of the party 
began to escape as well as they could* 
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Savid Deans accomplished his retreat, and 
Butler anxiously watched an opportunity to 
follow him, Knockdunder, however, desi* 
rous, he said, of knowing what stuff was in 
the new minister, had no intention to part 
with him so easily, but kept him pinned to 
his side, watching bim sedulously, and with 
obliging violence filling his glass to the 
brim, so often as he could seize an oppor- 
tunity of doing sa At length, as the even- 
ing was wearing late, a venerable brother 
chanced to ask Mr Archibald when they 
might hope to see the Duke, tarn carum 
caputs as he would venture to term him, at 
the Lodge of Roseneath, Duncan of Knock, 
whose ideas were somewhat conglomerated^ 
and who, it may be believed, was no great 
scholar, catching up some imperfect sound 
of the words, conceived the speaker was 
drawing a parallel between the Duke and 
Sir Donald Grorme of Sleat ^ and being of 
opinion that such comparison was odious, 
snforted thrice, and prepared himself to be 
in 4 passion* 
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To the explanation of th« venerable di- 
vine, the Captain answered/ *' I heard the 
word Gorme myself, sir, with my ain ears. 
T>*ye think I do not know Gaelic from 
Latin?'* 

" Apparently not, sir ;" — so the clergy. 
man, offended in his turn, and taking a 
pinch of snuff, answered with great cool- 
ness. 

The copper nose of the gracious Duncan* 
now became heated like the bull . of Pbala- 
ris, and while Mr Archibald mediated be- 
twixt the offended parties, and the atten- 
tion of the company was engaged by their 
dispute, Butler took an opportunity ta ef« 
feet his retreat. 

He found the females at Auchingower, 
very anxious for the breaking up of the con- 
vivial party ; for it was a part of the ar- . 
rangemei^t, that although Utavid D^ans was 
to remain at Auchingower, and. Batter was- 
that night to take possession of the Manse^ 
yet Jeanie, for whom complete accommo^ 
dations were not yet provided in her fathe^V 
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house, was to return for a day or two to 
the Lodge at Roseneatb, and the boats had 
been held in readiness accordingly. They 
waited, therefore, for Knockdunder's re- 
turn, but twilight came, and they still wait* 
ed in vain. At length Mr Archibald, who, 
as a man of decorum, had taken care not to 
exceed in his conviviality, made his appear- 
ance, and advised the females strongly to 
return to the island under his escort ; ob- 
serving, that from the humour in which he 
had left the Captain, it was a great chance 
whether he budged out of the public-house 
that night, and it was absolutely certain 
that he would not be very fit company for 
ladies. The gig was at their disposal, he 
said, and there was still pleasant twilight 
for a party on the water. 

Jeanie, who had considerable confidence 
in Archibald's prudence, immediately ac« 
quiesced in this proposal ; but Mrs Dolly 
positively objected to the small boat. If 
the big boat could be gotten, she agreed to 

w 
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set out, otherwise she would deep on the 
flot>ry rather than stir a step. Reason with 
Polly was out of the question, and Acchi- 
bald did not think the difficulty so pressing 
as to require compulsion. He oliserved, it 
was not using the Captain very politely to 
deprive him of his coach and six ; ** but as 
it was in the ladies' service,'' he gallantly 
said, <' he would use so much freedom-— 
besides the gig would serve the Captain'^ 
purpose better, as it could come off at any 
hour of the tide ; the large boat should^ 
therefore, be at Mrs DoUy^s service." 

They walked to the beach accordingly^ 
accompanied by Butler. It was some time 
before the boatmen could be assembled, 
and ere they were well embarked, and rea<- 
dy to depart, the pale moon was come over 
the hill, and flinging a trembling reflection 
on the broad and glittering waves. But so 
soft and pleasant was the night, that But- 
ler, in bidding farewell to Jeanie, bad no 
apprehension for her safety j and what is 
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yet more extraordioaiy, Mrs Dolly felt no 
Alarm for her ownr Thfe air was sof^ and 
^me over the cooling wave with something 
c£ sumifier fragrance* The beautiful scene 
of headlands, and capes» and bays, around 
them, with the broad blue chain of moun* 
tains^ tvere dimly visible in the moonlight; 
winle every dash of the oars made the wa- 
ters glance and sparkle with the brilliant 
phenomenon called the sea-fire^ 

This last drcumstance filled Jeanie with 
wonder, and served to amuse the mind of 
her companion, until they approached the 
little bay, which seemed to stretch its dark 
and wooded arms into the sea as if to wel- 
come theiii. 

The usual landing-place was it a quarter 
(^ a mile's distance from the Lodge, and 
although the tide did not admit of the large 
boat coming quite close to the jetty of loose 
stones which served as a pier, Jeanie, who was 
both bold and active, easily sprung ashore ; 
but Mrs Dolly positively refusing to com*- 
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4xAt herself to the same risk, the coof^lair 
sant Mr Archibald ordered the boat round 
to a more regular landing-place^ at a consi- 
derable distance along the shore. He then 
prepared to land himself, that he might, in 
the meanwhile, accompany Jeanie to the 
l^iOdge. But as there was no mistaking 
the woodland lane, which led from thence 
.to the sliore, and as the moonlight shewed 
her one of the white chimneyis rising out of 
the wood which embosomed the building, 
Jeanie declined this favour with thanks, 
f^nd . requested . him to proceed with Mrs 
J)oUy, who being " in a country where the 
ways were strange to her, had mair need of 
countenance*" 

This, indeed, was a fortunate circum- 
stance, and might even be said to save poor 
Cowslip'sjife, if it was true^ as she herself 
used solemnly to aver, that she must posi- 
tively have expired for fear, if she had 
been left alone in the^ boat with six wild 
Highlanders in kilts« «(y* 
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'Iht night was so exquisitely beaatiful^ 
that Jeame^ instead of immediately c&eet* 
iftg. her course tx>wards the Lodge^ stood 
loddng after the boat as it again pot off 
from the side, and rowed out into the littie' 
bay, the dark 'figures of her companionk 
growing^less and less distinct as they dimi* 
nisbed in the distadcei and the jorram^ or 
mehneholy boat-song of the rowers^' co« 
nuing on the ear with softened and sweeter 
sojwd, until tbe boat r6unded the headlai^, 
and was lost to her observation/ 

Still Jeanie remained in tiie same pos« 
turet looking o«it upon the sea* It would, 
At was aware, be some time ere her com«> 
panioos could reach the Irfidge, as tfae;<fi9« 
tance by the awrp convfepient landing-plaoe 
was. cdiisid)etttbly gi^ter than from die pmnt 
whieref *die> stood, and she was not sorry to 
kav<; ah opportunity to spend th^ intenral 

by b^i^lfi . 

« ' The wonderful change: which a few Weeks 

had wrought ^jJJ^r sitaaticm^ firom shanw 

and grief, and almost despair, to honour, 

VOU IV. I 
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joy, and a fair prospect of futarfehappitiG^, 
passed before her eyes with^'SsiKiittiQn 
which brought the te^s into them*. Y^ 
they flowed at the same.time from another 
source. As human happiness is never per- 
fect, and as well constroo|ed minds are ne- 
ver more sensible of the distresses' of lihose 
whom they love, than when tbeii' own isitua- • 
tion forms a contrast with them/ Jeanie's 
affectionate regrets turned to the fate of her . 
poor sister— the child of so many hopesf?*- 
the fondled nursling of so many, year^^*^ 
now an exile, and, what was worse» depend- 
ent on the will of a man, of whose habits 
she had every reason to entertain the worst 
•pinion, and who, even in his/strongtet pa«* 
foxysms of remorse, Imd appeared too m«eh 
a stranger to the feelings of real penitence. 
While her thoughts were occupied with 
these melancholy refieotions, a shadowy fi# 
gure seemed to detach itself from the coftae- 
wood on her right hand; Jeanle started, 
atul the stories gfappiitliij a^d wraith 
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seen by solitary travellers in wild situations, 
at such timesi and in such an hour, sud- 
denly came full upon her imagination* 
The figure glided on, and as it came be-: 
twixt her and the moon^ she was aware 
that it had the appearance of a woman. 
A soft voice twice repeated, *• Jeanie^— 
Jeanie !" — Was it indeed — could it be the 
voice of her sister ? — Was she still among 
the living, or had the grave given up its 
tenant ? — Ere she could state these ques- 
tiona to her own mind, EfiBe, alive, and in 
the body, had clasped her in her arms, and 
was straining her to her bosom, and devour* 
ing her with kisses. <* I have wandered 
here," she said, *^ like a ghaist, to see you, 
and nae wonder you take me for ane— I 
thought but to see you gang by, or to hear 
the sound « of your voice; but to speak to 
yourseU again, Jeanie, was mair than I de- 
served, and mair than I durst pray for." .« 
^< O Effie ! how came ye here alone, and 
at this hour, an4 cuid the wild sea-beach ?-m» 
Are you sure it's your ain living sell ?" 

6 
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There was something of Effie^s former 
humour in her practically answering the 
question by a gentle pinch, more beseem* 
ing the fingers of a fairy than of a ghost. 
And again the sisters embraced^ and laugh- 
ed and wept by turns. 

^< But ye maun gang up wi^ me to the 
Lodge» Effie/' said jeanie, *< and tell me a^ 
your story^^I hae gude folk there that will 
make ye welcome for my sake." 

*< Na, na» Jeanie,*' replied her sister sor- 
rowfuUy, — " ye hae forgotten what I am^^ 
a banished outlawed body, scarce escaped 
the gallows by your being the bauldest and 
the best sister that ever Uved-^ril gae near 
nabe o* your grand friends, if there was nae 
danger to me.'* 

^ There is nae danger^^there shall be nae 
danger," said Jeanie eagerly. 5^ O Effie, 
dinna be wilfu' — be guided for anes-^^we 
will be sae happy a'thegither !" 

*< I have a' the happiness I deserve on 
this side of the grave, now that I hae seen 
you," answered Effie ; ^^ and wheUi^rtbe re 
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were danger to mysell or no, naebody 8h»U 
ever say that I come with my cheat-the- 
gallows face to shame my sister amang her 
grapd friends." 

«< I hae nae grand friends^'* said Jeanie ; 
V nae friends but what are friends of yours 
^F-Reuben Butler and my father.-— O, un« 
happy lassie, dinna be dour, and turn your 
back on your happiness again ! We wunna 
see another acquaintance— Come hame to 
us, your ain dearest friend8<-^it*s better shel 
taring under an auld hedge than under a 
new planted wood.** 

<* It's in vain speaking, Jeanie-^I maun 
drink as I hae brewed— I am married, and 
I maun follow my husband, for better for 
worse.** 

<* Married, Effie !^ exclaiiged Jeanie-— 
<« Misfortunate creature ! and to that aw* 
ftf " 

« Hush, hush," said Iffie, clapping one 
hand on her mouth, and pointing to the 
thicket with the other, ** he is yonder.** 

She said this in a tone which shewed that 
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her husband had found means to inspire lier 
with awe^ as well as affection. At this mo* 
ment a man issued from the wood. 

It was young Staunton. Even by the 
imperiect light of the moon, Jeanie could 
observe that* he was handsomely dressed, 
and had the air of a person of rank* - 

•^ EflBe/* he said, «' our time is well nigh 
spent — the skiff will be aground in the 
creek, and I dare not stay longer — I hope 
your sister will allow me to salute her#'^ 
But Jeanie shrunk back from him with a 
feeling of internal abhorrence. ** Well,* 
said he, ^ it does not much signify; if you 
keep up the feeling of ill-will, at least you 
do not act upon it, and I thank you for 
your respect to my secret, when a word 
(which in your place I would have spoken 
at once) would have cost me my life. Peo- 
ple say, you should keep from the ¥rife of 
your bosom the secret that concerns yOxir 
neck— my wife and her sister both know 
mine, and I shall not sleep a wink less 
sound.'* 
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^ But are you really married to my sis- 
ter, sir T asked Jeame, in great doubt and 
anxiety ; for the haughty careless tone in 
which he spoke seemed to justify her worst 
^prehensions. 

<< I really am legally married, and by 
my own name,** replied Staunton, more 
gravely* 

^^ Andryour father^^aild your £riends ?— «'' 

<^ And my father ^ad my friends must 
just reconcile themsdves to that which is 
done and cannot be undone,'' replied Staun- 
ton. '^^ -However, it is my intention, in or- 
der to l»aik off dangerous connections^ 
and to let my friends oome to their temper^ 
to conceal my marriage for the present, and 
stay Inroad for some years. So that you 
wHl not hear of as for some time, if ever 
you hear of us again at all. It would be 
dan^erbus, you must be aware, to keep up 
^e correspondence, for all would, guess 
that the husband of £ffie was the— *what 
shall I call myself ?—4he slayer of For- 
teous." 
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Hard-beairted l^gbt man ! th^qght Jesiue 
-—to what a ^haiactef shi; has iotri^^ ^yer 
happiness !— She has. sown, the wipf^vkd 
maun reap th?i w^lwind. . . ; . 

^ '' Dinna think Ul o' bm}" said. jp% 
breaking aw^j; &om her husbands wd lead- 
ipg Jeanie a step or two out of hf^ipi^^^ 
<< dinna think vefy ill o' him-^he's j[af|e. to 

me, Jeai^e«-rw^g(ide^.a9 ldf»exspr^Afid^h9 
is det^riniq^ t^ gip up, his ba/d cottis(e%«^ 
Saei after a% diiua« gce^t for !^ib } ^^is 
better off than she has wrougbt foi^*«-rBafc 
you — O yon t-^-!-bfpwiean yon. be^ bajipy 
enen^ ?«>*Qever till J^e'^ge^ t(i Qeavea* 
.where a' body li a^.jgnde as y<>uni4^r<* 
Jeanie^ if I live and thriy^- ye sbiaU hew vC 
nie«-»if not» just forg^ ^c a freaturi) ev«F 
lived to vex ye^fare ye W9^i^^»rr&ffi 
ye weel!*' • ; 

She tore heraelf from her Aster's. »»% 
ngoined her huaband^hey plunged into 
the copsewood, and she saw them no ntfire* 
The whole scwe had the effi^ct of a yisiwi. 
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ancl i^e could almost have betitved it sueib, 
but that, very socm after they quitted her, 
dbe heard the sound of oars, and a skiff 
was seen on the Firth, pulling swiftly to- 
wards the small smuggling sloop which lay 
in the 6ffing. It was on board of such a 
Yessei that Elfie had embarked at Porto- 
bellO) and Jeanie had no doiibt that the 
same conveyance was destined, as Staun* 
tmi had hinted; to transport them to a fo- 
reign country. 

iU though it was impossible to determine 
whether this interview, while it was pass* 
mg, gav0 more pain or plea$ure to Jeanie 
Peans, yet the ultimate impression which 
ifemained ob her mind was decidedly fa^ 
vouraUe. '£ffie was marriedr«-^made, ae^ 
cording io the common phrase^ an honest 
woman-~that was one main point ;. it seem- 
ed also as if her husband were about to 
dibandojQ the path of grms vice, in which he 
had run so long and so desperately— that, 
was another ; — ^for his final and eiectual 

12 
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coiiversion, he did not want understandings 
and God knew bis own hour. «? 

Such were the thoughts with whidb 
Jeanie endeavoured to console her anxiety 
respecting her sister's future fortune. On 
her 'arrival at the Lodge, she found Archie 
bald in some anxiety at her stay, and about 
to walk out in quest of her. A headache 
served as an apology for retiring to rest, 
in order to conceal her vfeible agitation of 
mind from her companions. > 

By this secession also, she escaped ano- 
ther scene of a different sort. For as if there 
were danger in all gigs, whether by sea or 
land, that of Knockdunder had been run 
dowo by another boat, an accident owing 
ehiefly to the drunkenness of the captain, 
his crew, and passengers. Knockdunder^ 
and two or three guests, whom he was bring* 
ing along with him to finish the conviviality 
Of the evening at the Lodge, got a sound 
ducking, but, being rescued by the crew of 
the boat which endangered them> there was 
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no ultimate loss, excepting that of the cap- 
tain's laced hat, which, gteatly to the satis* 
ikcticHi of the Higbbfid part of the districty 
as well as to the iihprovement of the con- 
formity of his own personal appearance, he 
replaced by a smart Highland bonnet next 
day. Many were the vehement threats of 
vengeance which, on the succeeding mom« 
ing, the gracious Duncan threw out against 
the boat which bad upset him ; but as nei* 
ther she, nor the small smuggling vessd to 
which she belonged, was any longer to be 
seen in the Firth, he was compelled to sit 
down with the affront. This was the more 
hard, he said, as he was assured the mischief 
was done on purpose, these scoundrels ha-* 
ving lurked about after they had landed 
every drop of brandy, and every bag of tea 
they had on board ; and he understood the 
coxswain had been on shore, making parti* 
cular enquiries concerning the time when 
his boat was to cross over, and to return, 
and so forth* 



V 
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. <« Put the neiflt time they meet me on 
tiie Firth/' said Duncan, with great iM^9^ 
tyf^l will teach the mioonligbt rapBoallioiia * 
and vagaboods to keep their ain side of the 
Toadt and be tamn'd to tiiem.'' 
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CHAPTER X. 

Lord ! wbo would liv£ taiiB0iled;m a ooort^. 
And may eigoy such q,uiet walks as these h 

SRAXBSFEilREv 

WtT^m a reasomble time after Bixtler 
was sifely Bud comfortably settled Ia UblL 
vmg^^mdJeaoiehaA tak^i up her abode at 
Aucbiiigower with her f^er. the ^^se 
^t€%it of wbieh interval we reqiiei^ ieaeh 
reader to aetUe Qooording to his own sense 
of wbat is decent and propar upon the oc* 
Gaskm ; and after dueprodamation of banns^ 
and all other ^)rmall[tie8, the long wocNing 
of this worthy psdr was ended by their 
nnion m the holy bands of matriipony . On 
this oocasionj^ Dayid Deans stoutly with* 
stood the iniquities of pipes, fiddles, and 
protnisouous dancing, to the great wrath 
af tlie Captain of Knqckdonder^ who said> 
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if he *< had guessed it was to be sic a tamn- 
ed Quakers' meeting, he wad hae seen tbem 
peyont the caim before he wad hae darken- 
ed their doors." - - - 

And so much raiioour remained on the 
sj^rits of the gracious Duncan upon tfai» 
occasion, that various ** picqueerings," as 
David called them, took place upon the 
same and similar topics ; and it was only 
in' ocmsequence of aii aiccidental visit of 4;he 
Duke to his Lodge at Koseneath, that they 
were put a stop to. But upon that ooea$ion 
his Grace shewed such particular re^t to 
Mr and Mrs Butler, and sueb favour even to 
old David, thatiKnockdunder held it pru^ 
dent to change his Course towards the lat^ 
ter.. He, in future, used to express himself 
among friends, ooxic&mng the min^ier and 
his wife, as ** very worthy decent folk, jiist 
a little over strict in their notions:; put it 
was pest for thae plack cattle to err on the 
safe side." And respectmg David, he al- 
lowed that " he was ^ an CKcellent judge of 
nowte and sheep, and a santisible anecigh 
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carle, an' it werena for his tarn ned €^ame- 
ronian nonsc^nse, whilk it is not worth white 
of a shentleman to knock out of an auld 
silly head, either by force of reason, or other* 
wise.** So that, by avoiding topics of dis« 
pute, the personages of our tale lived in 
great good habits with the gracious Dun- 
can, only that he still grieved David's soul, 
and set a perilous example to the congre* 
gation, by sometimes bringing his pipe to 
the church during; a cold winter-day, and 
.W .1W.P 4.tag during ^ i. 
the summer-time. 

Mrs Butler, whom we must no longer, if 
we can help it, term by the fioniUar name of 
Jeanie, brought into the married state the 
saime firm mind an(d affectionate disposition, 
—the same natural and homely good sense, 
and spirit of useful exertion,-— in a word, all 
the domestic good qualities' of which she 
had given proof during her maiden life. 
She did not indeed rival Butier in learn- 
ing; but then no woman more devoutiy 
venerated the extent of her husband*s eru- 
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dition. Sk^ did n6t pteteod ^ findersttod 
hi6 expositions of divinity ; but no minister 
of the presbyter/ had his bumble cKHner so 
' well arvanged, his clothes and bnen in equal 
good ordeffj his fee-ode so neatly swef>%. 
bis parlour so dean, and his books so wiefl 
dusted. 

If be talked to Jeanie of what she did 
not under8tand,<r-^d (for the man waa 
mortal, aad had been a sc^hoolmaster,) be 
Sometimes did hai^angue more scholarly and 
wisely than was necessaiy ,«*Hsbe listened in 
placid siience ; and whenevei; the point re^ 
ibrred tocommpQ life, and was sudi as came 
under the gr^^p of a strong natural under* 
standing, her views 'weKft more fom^bkf, and 
her observatioqis more acute, than his own. 
In acquired polit^es&of manners, when it 
happened that ^e mingled 9 Mttle in sor. 
dety, Mrs Butler was, of course, judged de« 
fident. But then she had that obvious 
wish to oblige, that real and natural good* 
breeding wfaidi depends on good sense and 
good humour, to whidi she joiiied a consi* 
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mafmevt. sa that hx behaviour was accept- 
^l^ |p fiU i(rith whom she was csjlad upon 
4B/f^8io«Aat0. }{ojtw>thstiaiding h0r . stmt 
4^t^liAl»>Qi 1K> all ckHO^stio .9&bixA^ she always 
l^peared the real dean wtUndiessed mia- 
tf€a& of the hovse, never the soii^id house* 
iKIJkl ^^B^^;9i WhfKi^.cpsiipUmeBitedonthis 
gfGm^ hy Duncan JSUiock, who. swore 
Y that he thojught the $mm. must hel]^ heiv 
since ^er hojfs^ was always cieai^ ^d xmn* 
lipdy ewr saw any body swwp^ it/' she 
jppdefitly i^liodf "^ That miM^ might be 
4iw« by tifQing aoe's turns*" 

D«n»9in i^pUedt '* He heavt% ^n^ished 
she oould teadh that art to the hussies at 
the l>dgi^ for he couliA never disoorcr tint 
)^e bwsQ was wa^ed at a'» excc|it now and 
ib^ti by •bntahing his shins over the pail(«9- 
Cot tamQ the jauds !" 

Of lesser matters there is not occaiion to 
qpeak much. It may eaoly be believed 
Ihat tiie Duke's cheese was carefiilly fnade» 
and so giMumdy a^pted^that the offecw 
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ing became aiinuaL Rem^idbiranciett a»d 
acknowledgments of past fiivout^ were sent 
to Mrs ]Kckerton and Mrs Glass, and 2n 
Amicable mtercourse maintained from tinM 
to time mtb^these tw^^recq^^ 
•nevolcnt parsons. -^ — • -^^ i :- 

It is espedally necessary to mention, th&t 
m the course of five years/ Mib Btrtter kaA 
thrra duldren, two ^boys s^da giil, ilA 
^jitmit berilthy babes of graicle, fair-hdred, 
Mae^eyedy aaid strong-limbed. The boys 
were tiamed David and Reuben, an order 
of iK>XQendalttre which was mudi to tht 
satisfaction of the old h&x^ of tbeCq^enaiK^ 
bad the girl, by her mother's spedai desire, 
iif as'dbmtened £u}^emia, rather' contrary 
to the wish both of her &tfabr and iimban^ 
who n^erj^hdess loved Mr^Buttefv tM^'vre% 
and were too muiehdndebted to k^ ^i Uieir 
hours of happiness, toWi3istai,n<i4nyr^Uest 
which she made' witb earnestness, and as a 
f^tification to herself But from some fedi^ 
iag^ I know not of what kind^ th& ^hild was 
never distfaiguiafati^ by'4;he niu»e:pf'£itt6^' 
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but by the abb^viation of Femie, which in 
^Scotland is equaUy oommonly applied to 
persons called Euphemia. 
- In this state of quiet and unostentatious 
enjoyment, there were, besides the ordinary 
rubs and raffles which disturb even the 
tnost uniform lifb, two things which parti- 
cularly chequered Mrs Butler's happness. 
*• Without these,*' she said to our infonnar, 
^ her life would have been but too huf^py ; 
and perhaps," she added, ^ she had need of 
^ome crosses in this wwld to remind her 
that there was a better to come bdiind it.** 
Hie first of these related to certain pole- 
mical skirmi^es betwixt her father and her 
husband, whidi, notwithstanding the rair* 
tual respect and affection they entertained 
for each other, and their great love fixr her, 
•^-notwithstanding also their genecal agree 
ment in strictness, and even s^rerity of 
Presbyterian principle,— often threatened 
unpleasant weather between them. David 
Deans, ais our readers must be awai:e, was 
suffieiently opinionative and intiaetabH 
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And hnvmg prevailed on him^lf to beedmf 
a meixiiber of a kiric^ses^n und^ the esta^ 
blished church, he Mt doubly obliged to 
^vitice, that in ^ ^ioing^ he had n6t com# 
fitoemedtmy whit of his form^ pro^$si6ii«i^ 
either ii^ {metiee or principle. Now Mf 
Sutler, doing all credit to his fttibei^-in-li»¥'& 
motives, was frequently of opimon fhat it^ 
,lPere better to dr<^ out of memory pointt 
0f dtmsioit and separation, and to act m 
ittie manner most likely to attract and %m^ 
lA parties who were sa*ious in religion; 
Moreover, he was not pleased, w a man and 
m sdiobr, to be ahfrays dietated to he^ his 
ufilefctered ftther-rhi-law ; and as a d&rgy*^ 
mioi, he did nojk ibink it fit to seem for ever 
limbr tile thup^ of an elder of his owa 
Jkhrik««eB8ioa« A proud but faionest benight 
ourmd im opposition qow and then a tittl« 
«irtfaer Hum it would otherwise have gona 
^ My brethr^i,"' he s«]4> *^ w31suppo$e I sat 
flattering and conciliating the old man ftr 
the sake of his succession, if I defer and give 
way to him on every occasimi ; and^ be*> 
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ddes, ^kgte ^^ many on which I ndther 
can ndr will oonsdentiously yield td his no« 
tion«. I cannot be persecuting old women 
for witdbes, or ferretting out matter of scan*- 
dal among the 3rouhg ones, whidi might 
otherwise have remained concealed." 

From this difference of opinion it hap* 
i^ed» that in ma!ny eases of nicety, sudi 
« in owtiing certain defections, and failing 
to testify against certain backslidings of the 
time, in not always severely tracing forth 
little matters of scandal ^ind Jhma clamom, 
which David called a loosening of the reins 
of discipline, and in failing to demand desr 
testimonies in other points of controversy 
which had^ as it were, drifted to leeward 
with the change of times, Butler incurred 
the censure of his father-in-law ; and some- 
times the disputes betwixt them turned 
eager and almost unfriendly. In all such 
cases Mrs Bulier was a mediating spirit, 
who end^Voured, by the alkaline smooth-*^ 
ness of her owq disposition, to neutralize 
the acidity of theological controversy. 1V> 
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the complaints of both she lent an nnpref* 
judiced and attentive ear, and sought al- 
ways rather to excuse than absolutely to. 
defend the other party. 

She reminded her father that Butler h^ 
not ** his experience of the auld and wrast- 
ling times, when folk were gifted wi' a far 
look into 'eternity, to make up for the op- 
pressions whilk they suffered here below- in. 
time. She freely allowed that many devout 
ministers and professors in times past had. 
enjoy eddownright revelation, like the bless- 
ed Peden, and Lundie, and Cameron, and 
Renwick, and John Caird the tinkler, wha 
entered into the secrets, and Elizabeth 
Melyill, Lady Culross, wha prayed m her, 
bed, surrounded by a great many Christians 
in a large bed, 6n whilk it was placed on. 
purpose, and that^for three hours' time, 
with wonderful assistance ; and Lady Ro- 
berdand, whHk got sic sure outgates of 
grace, and mony other in times past ; and 
of a specialty, Mr John Scrimgeour, nodnis- 
ter of Kinghom^ who having a beloved 
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(kiHd skk to 4^hrof tbe crewebj was firee 
to .exp9i;tuj[ate. with his Maker with such 
iflapatience of displeasure, and complaining 
sp bitterly, that at. length it was said unto 
hun. that he was heard for this time, but 
thf^ he : was requested to use no such bpld-* 
ness in. iifme coming. ; so , that when he. xe^ 
turned \ke fimnd the child sitting up in the 
bed hale and fair, with all its wounds < clo-? 
se^ andsuvpping its parritch, whilk babe he 
had'lefl at: t^e time of death. But thouirh 
these things might be true in these needful 
times, she contended that those ministers 
who had - not seen such vouchsafed and 
e^pedfl me^qi|^:were to seek their rule in 
the. records of ancient times ;.and therefore 
Reiibfen was ^carefu' both to search the 
Scnptu^ and the ^^ written: by wise 
and 'good men . of old ; and sometimes in 
this^way it.wadjh^pp^x that twa precious 
saintsmijght pu^s^^^^^ like twa co^a 

riving at , the same hay-band." 

To this David used to reply, with a sigh, 
f Ah, hinny, thou kenn'st little o't ; but 



the gates of faekreiit as an it had been i/vi*- 

a sax-pund cannoh^^b^, tised- disivouitfy to 

wish tliat most part, of books were burned - 

except the Bible. Reuben's a gude lad^ted^ 

a kind-^I have aye allowed that ; biit as t<y 

his not allowing enquiry an^ftt tlie scandal 

of Margery Kittlesides and Bcny Mae^ 

Band^ under pretence tliat they have sou- 

tbered sin wi' marriage^ it's cfear again 

the Christian disdpKni; o' the kirk. And 

tWn there's Aily MacCiure of Decpb^igh, 

that practises her abominations, spacing* 

folks' fortunes wi* egg^-shells and mutton^ 

banes, and dreams and divinations, whilkis 

a scandal to ony Christian land to suffer 

sic a wretdb t6 Hve ; and Kl uphaud tliat 

in a' judicatures, civil or ecdeisiastical." 

" I dare say ye ai*e veiy right, father," 

was the general style - dF Jeanie^s answer ; 

* but ye maun come down to the Manse 

to your dinner Hi^e day. The bits o* bairns, 

puir things, are wearying to seetheEr luckie- 

dad ; and Reuben never sleeps vred, nor 1 

8 
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; wlffin you and he hae had ony bit 
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^ Vae outcast, Jearae ; God forbid I suld 
Mit wf tiiee, or aught that is dear to 
/' And he put on his Sunday's coat, 
md came to the Manse accordingly. 

With her hushand, Mrs Butlei had a 

nwre direct eoncifiatory process* Reuben 

hMl tile utmost respect for the cli man's 

motivel, and affection for his person, as 

yfiM. as gratitude for hiis eatly friendship.. 

So that, upcm any such 6cca|ion of acd- 

dental irritation, it was only necessary to 

lemind him with delicacy cf his father-in* 

law's age, of his scanty education, strong 

prejudices, and family distresses. The least 

of these considerations always inclined But* 

ler to measures of conciliation, in so far as 

he could accede to them without compro* 

mising principle ; and thus our simple and 

unpt^t^iding heroine had the merit of those 

peace-makers, to whom it is pronou: ced 

as a benedicticm, that they shall inherit 

tbeeartib. 

. VOL. IV. K 
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The second crook in Mis Bntleifs Ifit, to 
use the language of her father, was' the d^ 
tressing drcumstanee, that * she had neref 
heard>of her sister's safety, or of the dremir 
stances in which she found herself, thou^ 
l)etwixt four and five years had elapsed 
sinoethey had parted en the beach of the 
island of Roseneath. Frequent intercourse 
was not to be expected-^not to be desiited^ 
perhaps, in iheir relative situations; but 
Effie had .promised, that, if she lived and 
prospered, her sister should hear from her. 
She must then be no more, or sunk into 
some abyss of misery, since she had i^jrer 
redeemed her pledge. Her silence seemed 
strange and portentous, imd wrung Boat 
Jeanie, who could never forget the ewrly 
years of their intimacy, the most pidaful 
anticipation concerning her fate. At leng^, 
however, the veil was drawn aside. 

One day, as the Captain of Knockdun* 
der had called in at the Manse, on hii( le- 
turn from some business . in the Highland 
part of the parish, and had been aeoomnio- 
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Hated, according to his spedal request, jvith 
a mixture of milk, brandy, honey, and wa- 
ter, which he said Mrs Butler compound- 
ed ^^ petter than ever a woman in Scot- 
Cmd," — ^for, in all innocent matters, she stu- 
ffed the taste of every one around her, — he 
said to Butler, ** Py the pyc, minister, I 
have a letter here either fcnr your canny 
^bdy of a wife or you, which I got wheo 
I was last at dasco ; the postage comes to 
fourpence, which you may either pay me 
forthwith, 6x give me tooble or quitts in a 
bitt at pack-cammon.'* 

Theplayingatback-gammonanddraughts 
bad been a frequent amusement of Mr 
Whaekbaim, Butler's principal, when at 
Libberton school. The minister, therefore, 
still piquedhimself on his skillat both games, 
and occasionally practised them, as strictly 
canonical* altiiough David Deans, whose no- 
tions ofevery1dndweremorerigorous,used to 
shake his head, and groan grievously, when 
he espied the tables lying in the parlour, or 
the childfenrpliaying with the dice-boxes or 
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bad(-gammon men. Indeed Mrs Butler 
was sometimes chidden &x removing tlies6 
impiemente of pastime into some closet ot 
<3omer oiit of sight. *^ Let them be where 
they are, Jeanie,'* w%>nld Butler say upon 
sueh oecasionr; ^' I am not conscious of foL 
lowing this, or any other trifling relaxation, 
to the interruption of my more serious stu- 
dies, and stiQ more serious duties. I wiU 
not, therefore; have it supposed, that I am 
indulging by stealth, and against my con* 
science, in an amusement whidi, using it so 
little as I do, I may well practise openly, 
and without any check of mind-^AW eon- 
scire sibi, Jeanie, tibat is my motto ; whidi 
signifies, my love, the honest and open con- 
fidence which a ms^ ought to entertain, 
' whi^n he is acting openly, and widiout any 
sense of doing strong.** 

Such being Butler's humour, he accepted 
the Captain's defiance to (i twopenny-hit at 
back-gammon, and handed the letter to his 
wife, observing, the post-mark was York, 
but, if it came firom her fiiend Mrs Bick- 
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ertoiii she had considerably improved her 
hand-writing, which was uncommon at her 
yiears. 

Leaving the gentlemen to their game, 
Mrs Butler went to order something for 
supper, for Captain Duncan had proposed 
kindly to stay the night with them, and 
then carelessly broke open her letter. It 
was not from Mrs Bickertoii, and, after 
glancing over the first few lines, she soon 
found it necessary to retire into her own 
bed-room, to read the document at leisure. 



♦ •» i 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Happy thou art ! then happy be» 

Nor envy me my lot ; 
Thy happy state I envy thee^ 

And peaceful cot. 

Anonymoui* 

The letter, which Mrs Butler, when re* 
tired into her own apartment, perused with 
anxious wonder, was certainly from Effie, 
although it had no other signature than die 
letter £. ; and although the orthography, 
style, and penmanship, were very far rape- 
rior not only to any thing which £ffie could 
produce, who, though a lively girl, had been 
a remsurkably careless scholar, but even to 
her more considerate sister's own powers of 
composition and expression. The manuscript 
was a fair Italian hand, though something 
stiff and constrained— the spelling and the 
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diction that of a person who had! been ac- 
customed to read good compositions and 
mix in good society. 
The tenor of the letter was as follows : 

*• My Dearest Sister, 
^* At many risks I venture to write to you, 
to inform you that I am still alive, and, as to 
worldly situation, that I rank higher than I 
could expect or merit. If wealth, and dis- 
tinction, and an honourable rank, could 
make a woman happy, I have them all ; 
but you, Jeanie, whom the world might 
tldnic placed far beneath me in all these 
respects, are far happier than I am* I have 
bad meiwft of hearing of your welfare, . my 
dearest Jeanie, from time to time-*-I think 
;I ahould have broken my heart otherwise., I 
rhave learned with great pleai;ure of your in^ 
.'Oreaiung family. We have not been worthy 
kofsu^ a blessing} two infants have been suc« 
: cessively removed, and we are now childleis 
T-God's will be done. But, if we had a child, 
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it would perhaps divert him fiom the glomny 
thoughts which jnake him terrible la btm^ 
self and others. Yet do not let me frighten 
you, Jeanie ; he continuea to be kindt ami 
I am vfar better off than I deserve. You 
will wonder at my better scbolarship; but 
when I was abroad, I had the best teacben^ 
and I worked hard because my pcogreas 
pleased him. He is kindf Jeaniep only be 
has much to distress him, especially, when 
he looks backward. When I look backward 
myself, I have always a ray of eomfoct ; it 
is in the generous eoAduct of a sister, who 
forsook me not when I was fot sakesa . by 
every one. You have had your reimrd* 
You Hve happy Jn the esteem* and Ifjrve of 
all who know you, and I drag on tbe life 
of a miserable impostor, indebted fw the 
marks of regard I receive to a tiante of de- 
ceit and lies, which the ^lightest acctdent.. 
may unravel. He has prodi^ed me to his 
friends, since the estate opened to him, as 
the daughter of- a Scotchman of rank^ ba- 
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nished on accoant of the Viscount of Dun-» 
dee's warsi— that is, our Fr*s old friend Cla- 
vers, you know — and he says I was edu- 
cated in a Scotcif convent ; indeed I livpd 
in such a place long enough to enable me 
to support the character. But when a 
countryman approaches me^ and begins to 
talk^ as they all do, of the various fami 
lies engaged in Dundee^s affiiir, and to 
make enquiries into my connectionsi and 
when I see his eye bent on mine with such 
an ex(M*ession of agony, my terror briqg» 
me to the very risk of detection. Good-r 
nature and politeness have hitherto saved 
mCy as they prevented people from pressing 
on me with distressing questions. But how 
limg—O how long, will this be the case ! — 
And if I bring thfs disgrace on himy he will 
hate me— he will kill me, for as much as he 
loves me ; he is as jealous of his family ho* 
nour now, as ever he was careless about it* 
I have been in £ngland four months, and 
have often thought of writing to you; and 

K 8 



226 * TALES d7 MT LANDLORD. 

a 

yet, inidh are the dangers that might arise 
fhntt an interctepted letter, that I have hi- 
therto forborne. But now I am obliged to 
run the risk. Last week I saw your great 
fHend» the D. of A. He came to tny box, 
and sate by me ; and something in the play 
put iMm in mind of you— ^Gracious Heaven ! 
be told over your whole London journey to 
kU who were in the box, but particularly to 
the wretched creature who was the occasioa 
df it all. If he had known-i-4f he could 
have conceived, beside whom he was sit- 
ting, and to whom the story was told !-*^I 
sulBfered wiUi courage, like an Indian at ibfe 
stake, while they are rending his fibres 
and boring'his eyes, and while he smiles ap-^ 
plause at each well-imagined contrivance of 
his torturers. It was too much for me at lasi^ 
Jeanie— I fainted ; and my agony was im- * 
puted partly to the heat of the place, and 
partly to my extreme sensibility ; and, hy- ' 
pocrite all over, I encouraged botb opi- 
nions— *any thing but discovery. Luckify^ 
he was not there. But the incident has 
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led to filwe alarms. I am oU%ed to meet 
your great man often ; and he seldcuB^ sees 
-me without talking of £• D. and J^: D*, ami 
R. B. and D« D«, aa persons in whom. my 
amiable seMtbility is interested. My anu- 
able JsenstlMlity U !«— And then the cruel 
» tone of light indifference with which per- 
sons in the faifcioBable world speak toge- 
thcferpnthe most affecting subjects ! To hear 
my guilt) my lblly> my agony, the foibks 
and weaknesses of my friends — even your 
heroic exertions, Jeame, ^oken of ia the 
'droMing style which n the present tone in 
- jkshioaafole li<»~Scarc6 all that I fcrm^y 
^endured is equal to this state of irritation 
•o^then it was blows and 8tabs-~now it is 
t: pricking to death with needles and pins.~- 
He — 1 mean theD.~goes4lown next month 
(b spend the shooting-seawn in Seolhmd 
->-^e says, he makes a point of alwiys di- 
Bing one day at the Manse-r-be on your 
guard, and do not betray yourself, should 
he mention me--^Yourself, aks ! ^ou haive 
noth^ to betray«^nothing to fear*-*lt ts 
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£^ wbosi^ Hffe is ooce mwe in yMur^iiud 
it is £; mh^A yosa are to tanre fiMfi btjng 
fdncked of ber borrowed {>hinc% di9eo«e& 
ed, branded/ i»sd trodden dciwii» first .bjr 
btm, perhapsi who has raised her to this 
di»y pinnecre I^^Tbe ifielasare wiU Hbusk 
you twice a-jear-*--do sot reiise sb-4ft is 
dut of my^own aliowanoe, smA may be tptoe 
as nfiuch when you want it. W^ ymiit 
may do good^-with me it sever oaiu 

*^ Write to me soon, Jeame, dr. I siudl 
rknain inthe agomzing appr^ensitta that 
this bis fsdien into wrai^ hands*- AMros 
simply to L. 8.^ under cover, to the Beirt* 
rend George WMterose, in tjbe Mintboh 
Close, York. He tiiinks I cwmpomi with 
some of my noble jaeobite relatiais who 
are in Scotland. How higlKchttreh- aad 
jacot^tical zeal would bum m his dbeek^ 
if he knew he was die agent, notof Eupha* 
mia Setoun^ of the hmioiirahle house of 
Winton, but of £• D., dai^hter oi a C^ok 
ronian cow-feeder !«—Jeanie, lean langh yet 
sometunes«-*-but God protect youfiommch 

11 



BMTtkf-^Mjr fiithtt^— I fliiaii yw &tli«, 
wooid mf it WM like the idle ccacWiqg ef 
4iiOTB»; bttl die tluHiie keep tbeir poigiieii- 
e;^, they remam iinceii«uvied.«^F«raweU9 
my dettieat JeMue— -DoimH ibo'w.lhis'evea 
to Mr itetlfiTt miich leaa to a^ooe ek^— I 
haf« evefy feepeet fi^r hin, but bis {^rinci- 
jkM we nver atriet, and my ease wiU not 
endvre aBvtere haodltBg.— »I leai your affec« 
itonate Meter, ^B•" 

. In ikk long letter there was much to 
aorpdae aa irdi as to dittiesa Mrs BuUer. 
That JBffie^bec Meter £fte» shoDld be mm. 
gliiig fi(eely in society, and aiqprently on 
not meqiial terms^ with the Duke oi Ar- 
gyle» eomaded like soeMthing so extraordi* 
naity, Ihi^ she ev«n doubted if she read 
troi^* !Nor was it less marvellous, tha^ 
in the apaoe of four years, her education 
should have made such progiesg. Jeanie^s 
humiUty i eadily allowed that Effie had a)» 
ways, when she chose it^ been smarter at 
her book than she h^csetfva^i but then she 
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was very idle» aitd^ upon the whole, lud 
fiiide much less profiefeDcy. Love^ or ft^, 
or necttsity, however, )wd i^oved aa alile 
sehool-mistressy and coiApletety supplied 
all her deficiencies* 

What Jeaiiie least liked in the tone of the 
letten was a smothered • degtee of egotiaaii. 
<« We should have heard little about hcc^'' 
said Jeanie to herself, *^ but that Ae vma 
feared the Duke might come toleam wha she 
was, and a' about her puir friends here; but 
Effie, pair thing, aye* looks her aiu way, and 
folks that do that iiiflik mair o* thwasdws 
* than of their neighbours4-~I am no dear 
about keeping her siller/' she added, ta- 
lking up a 50L note which Imd fallen out of 
the paper to the floor. ^< We hae aneugb, 
and it looks uncalike thef^boot, or Jbwrii- 
moneyi as they'ca' it^ she might hae been 
sure that I wad say naething wad harm her, 
for a* the gowd in Lunmm. And I maun 
tell the minister about it» Idtmiaseethat 
sh6 suld be sae feared for her aia bomie 
bargain of a gudeman, and that I iriioutdoa 
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revetence* Mr BuUer jdst as mueh ; and me 
P41 e'en tell him, when that tip(^ing body 
the Captain has ta'en boat in the mornings* 
^-^-Bilt I wonder at my ain state of mind/^ 
she added, tnming back, after she had made 
a step or two to the door to join the gentle- 
snen ; <* siiiiely I am no sic a fale as to be 
migry that Effie's a Ixaw lady, while I am 
only a aittaister's wife P-^and yet 1 am as 
petted as a bairn, when I should bless God, 
that has redeemed her from shame, and po» 
v^rty, and guilt» as ower likely she might 
hae been plunged into.^ • 

' Sitting down upon a^ stool at the foot of 
the "bed, she folded her arms upon her bo- 
som, saying within herself, ** From this 
place win I not rise tSl I am in a better 
finune of mind f and so placed, by dint of 
tearing the veil firom the motives of her little 
temporary spleen against her sister, she 
compelled herself to be ashamed of them, 
and to view as blessings the advantages of 
her sister's lot, while its embarrassments 
were the necessary consequences of errora 
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long since committed. And thus she fairly 
vanquished the feeUi^ of pique which she 
naturally enough entertained, at seeing E& 
fie^ so long the object of her care and her 
pity, soar suddenly so hi^ above her in 
life, as to re^on amongst the,cbief objects 
of her apprehension the risk of their rela- 
tionship being discovered* * 

When this unwonted burst iif4imcur pro* 
pre was thoroughly s^didued, she walked 
down to the little parlour where the gentle- 
men were finishii^ their game, and hean| 
from the Captaiq a <sonfirmation of the 
news intimated ia her (ettert that the Duke 
of Argyle was sbQi;tly expected at Bose* 
neath. 

<^ Hell find plenty d oMor-lbwls and 
plack-oock on the moDrs vf A(ichingower» 
smd he'll pe nae doubt for taking a lati 
dinner, and a ped at the Manse, as he^ has 
done pefore now." 

<< He has a gade r^bt, Captain," said 
Jeanie* 
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<< TeU ane better to eny pod in the kioh 
tra»" answered the Gaptaio. ** And ye 
had petter tell your father^ puir pody» ta 
get his beasts a' in order» and put hts tamn- 
'ed Cameroiiian nonsense out o' his head for 
tva or three days, if he can pe ao optigmg } 
for fan J speak to him apout prate pestialt 
he answers me out o' the Pible» whilk is not 
using a shentleman weel, unless it pe a per- 
son of your cloth, Mr Futlen'' 

No one understood better than Jeanie 
the merit of the soft imswer, which turneth 
awa>y wrath ; and die osdy smiled, and ho-* 
ped that his Grace would find every thing 
that was under her father's care to his en- 
tire satisfaction. 

Bflt the Captain, who had lost the whole 
postage of the letter at back-gamman» was 
in the pouting mood not unusual to losers» 
and which, says tlie pcoverb, must be al- 
lowed to them. 

*< And, Master Putler, though you know 
I never meddle with the things of yoinr 
kirk-sessions, yet I must pe allowed to say 
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ibat I will not pe pleased to aUow A4Iie 
MacClareof Deephaugh to pe poonkhed as 
» mtchf in respect she only spaes fortunes^ 
Mid does not fauae, or plind^ or pedevfl 
any persons, or coup cadgers' carts, or obj 
sort of mischief ; but only tell»f)eople good 
fortunes, as anent our poate killing sotnany 
seals and doag*fisbes, whtlk is very pleasant 
to hear." 

^< The woman/ said Butler, ^< is, I be* 
Heve, no witch, but a cheat; and it is 
only on that head that she is summoned to 
the kirk-session, to cause her to desist in 

« 

future from practising her impostures upon 
ignorant pecsons/' 

*^ I do not know," replied the gradouB 
Duncan, ^ what her practices or her pot* 
tures are, but I peUeve that if the poys take 
hould on her to duck her in the Clachan- 
purn, it will be a very sorry practice*- 
and I pelieve, moreover, that if I come in 
thirdsnuin among you at the kirk-sessions^ 
you will pe all in a tamn'd bad postare in* 
deed;' 
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Witlmit noticii^ ibis threat, Mr Butler 
replied^ ^< Tluithc hr:d nob attended to the 
riflk of ill UMge which ^ . poor womaii 
might umlergo at the han^ of the rabble» 
and that he would give her the necessary 
iMhttonition ia private, instead oi Inringing 
Imr b^re the assembled session." 

<< This," Duncan said, ** was speaking 
like a reasonable shentleman :'' and so the 
^ening passed peaceably o£ 

Next morning, after the Captain bad 
swallowed his morning draught of Athole 
brose, and departed in his coa<^ and six» 
Mrs Butler anew deliberated upon commut 
nicating to her husband her mter's lettei^ 
But she was deterred bj the recoUectiont 
that in doing so she would unveil to him 
Ibe whole of a dreadful secret, of whicht 
perhaps^ his public character might render 
him an unfit depositary. Butler^lready had 
f eason to believe that Effie had eloped with 
that same Robertson who had been a lead- 
er in tbe Porteotts mob, and who lay under 
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mtence of death for the robbery at Kirk « 
ftldy^ Bat he did not know hi» identit^r 
with Oeoigft. Scauntoiiy b maa of birth wd 
ibrtunet who Imd no w. apparently re-^^n* 
ned Us naturM rank in aoc^ety. Jiesm^ 
had reqpected Staunton'a ow« confes^n 
as sacred,, and ujpon reflection she cpqai- 
dered the letter of her sister as equaUy 60» 
a&d resolved to mention the cont€^t8 to no 
one* 

On re«paasing the letter^ she could not 
help observing the staggering and un^atis- 
factory condition of those who have risen 
to distinction by undue paths» and the out- 
works and bulwarks of fiction and fa]j$eho€id» 
by which they are under the necessity .(^ 
wrroundiiig and defending, their prec^rtoiM 
advantages*. But she was not caU^up^m^ 
she thought, to unveil her sister's original 
history*— it would restore no right to ai^ 
one, for she was usurping nQne~-it would 
only destroy her happinesSf and degrade 
her in the public estimatiao. Had she 
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been' wise, Jeaoie thotight siie woold have 
cbosen seclusion and priva^, in plaee of 
pafolip life and gaiety ; but the power of 
choice might not be hers. T}m moo^ she 
titought cduhl not be returned witbotit 
seeming haughty and unkind. She resolved, 
thereforei upon re-considering this point, to 
em ploy it as occasion stould serv«, either 
in educating her children better than her 
own means could compass, orfor their future 
portion. Her sister had enough, was stroligb 
ly bound to assist Jeanie h^tny means in 
her power, and the arrangement w«» so na- 
tural and proper, that it ought not to be 
declined out of ftstidioiis or romantic deli- 
cacy. Jeanie accordingly wrote to her si»« 
ier, acknowledging her letter, and request* 
ihg to hear from her as often as she could. 
In entering into her own little details of 
news, diiefly respecting domestic affitirl, 
'she experienced a singular vacillation of 
ideas; for sometimes she apologized for 
mentioning things unworthy the notice #f 
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ii lady of rank, sorid then recollected' ttfial 
every thing ^ich concerned her sheuld^fee 
ittteresting to !l^e. Her letter, under . tiie 
cover of Mr Whiterose, she committed to 
the post office at Giasgovf, by the intefW6- 
4ion of a parishioner "who had business at 
that city. 

*^ The next week brought the Duke to 
Roseneatfay and shortly afterwards he inti- 
mated his intention of sporting in their 
neighbourhood, and taking his bed at the 
Manse^ an hfpour which he had once or 
twice done to its inmates on former occa» 
sions. ^ 

fiffie proved to be perfectly right in her 
anticipations. The Duke had hardly set 
himself down at Mrs Butler's right hand, 
and taken "upon himself the task of carving 
the excellent «^ barn-door chucky/' which 
had been selected as the high dish upon 
this honourable occasion, before he begsAi 
to speak of Lady Staunton of Willingham 
in Lincolnshire, and the great noise which 
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her yfh aad beauty made io London. For 
womh <^ thk J«Mie wa% in ionie measiMEie^ 
prepared— but Efiie^s wit ! that would never 
hate entered into hear iftiaghiaitibn» being 
]g9orant:h6w exactly raiHery in die h^ber 
lanbs -tesenM^s itfipanejr amo^g their in- 
feriors* 

<< She has been the ruling beHe-^the 
bfeziag ster-«-'the Bnitersal toast of the win- 
ter/' said the Duke ; ^ and is really the 
most beautiful creature that was seen at 
court upon the birth-day." , 

Tlie birth, day ! and at court l^-^Jeanie 
was annihilated, retnemberihg well her own 
presentation, all its extraordinary circum* 
stances, and particularly tlie cause of it 
' «< I mentiaa this lady pai ticsdarly to you^ 
Mrs Butler," said the Duke, << because she 
1ms somelbing in the sound of her voice, 
and cast of her countenance, that reminded 
me of you«~not when you look so pate 
though-ryou hsjve over fatigued yourself"'!^' 
you must pledge me in a glass of wine«" < 

She did so, and Butler observed, << It was 

9 
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daogeroos flftttefy lit Im Gnoe to tdl a poor 
miiiister's wife that she im like a coort* 

beautgr." 

<« Oho! Mr Butler^" said the Bake, **-I 
find yea are geowmg jealow } but it^s-ra- 
ther teo late, in the day^ §»r you knew how 
long I have admired your wife. Bttt m^ 
ftoosly, there is betwixt tbem oee ef tbe&e 
inexplitrable likeeemes which we see in 
eountenaacesy that do not otberwiae re^ 
MsnUe eadh other." 

<< The perilous part of the comf^aaeDt 
haa flown ot^*" saki Mr Butler/ ^ 
* His wife» feeling the awkwardnaalMF d- 
lenoe^ foree^ heflntf to say^ << llMtt) pw- 
hap$» the lady oiight be her countrywoman, 
«nd the language Aigiit oiake aomrvrttem- 

Waaee.'' 

, << Yon are quite r^ht,*^ repHed tb«f Duke. 
^ 3he is a iScotehwMaan, and speaka w^ 
a Sooteh aooenty and now and then a pnK 
wiciri word drops out so prettily, liiat it 
ia quite Dorie, Mr Butlec" 
^ 1 should have thought,'' said the eler- 



» ^Mhit "would have sounded vulgsr 
» the ^eat city*'' 

" Not at alV* replied the I>uke ; <« you 
iMist Mppeae it ii not the broad coarse 
Seeteh that IB spoke in the Con^e bf 
Sdinbttrgh, or in the Gorbais. This lady 
bM been very little in Scotland, in fact-^ 
Sbe ^Ai edttcatad in a convent abraad, and 
df^dkft that pure co«rt-Scotch» which was 
camflMW in my younger days ; bat it is so 
generally disused now, that it sounds like ^ 
dfiBfefent dialect, entirely diatiact from our 
modern jfMm^ 

Noti^standing her anxiety, Jeanie 
cotttd Mt help, admurtng witjhin herself 
how tht -most correct judges of life and 
maoftefft €te be taaposed on by their own; 
preconceptions, while the Duke proceeded 
thus : * She is of the unfortunate house of 
Wintoon, 1 believe} but, being bred abfoad, 
she had missed the opportunity of lear'ning 
her own pedigree, and was obliged to me 
iox infbrming her, that iht comes of the 
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Setqns of Windygocit . I wiftt^^ypu C9V%| 
have seen how prettily shie bljushed at hfg 
own ignor^ce. AtPlttrt b^t; ^pbleja^ ele- 
gant manner 89 tlieFe is wfi% and then a Ut- 
ile .touch pf .l)|isb.fulne8s aMi convieatiial 
ru&ticity, if I may |pj£|ll it. so, ti^l^ makes her 
quite ^cbantipg. : You. sQe al^ once the 
roae that bad blopoie^ Hpt^mch^d amid the 
chaste precincts of tbet cloi6|«r» Mi: BulJier»' 
. True to the hint, Mr £utler failed not to 
start with his . 

^' Ut flos in septia secretus nascitur hortis/' &|^ . 
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while his wife could hardly persuafiei hor- 
$elf that all this was S{M)^ea of £ffi§ ^efpi^ 
and by so competent a jtfdge ^as jt^fi^^Puke^ 
pf Argyle^; and ha^ she been acq^aim^ 
y/^ith Catullus, would have (houghs 4hf £p^« 
tunes of her sister had reversed the :wIki|^ 
passage* 

She was, however, determined tp cfytmn 
some indemnification for. the anxious4fefll<! 
ings of the moment^^ by gaining ^^1] 1;l^e ;in« 
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teHlgenee fihe cmdd ; and therefore v6h« 
turedHo diake sbniid enquiry about the htis* 
band \0f the lady his Grace admired so 
much. 

^-^^-Re-iBvery rich/* replied thtj Xhike; 
of an aticietit' faibily, and has good man- 
sera ; but he is'*fiur from being such a fa^ 
Tdurite'as his wtfe.^-iiSoi»e people say he 
can be very pleasaBt~^I never saw him so ;' 
but shdiM rather judge him reserved, and 
giooflOky and capridmis. He was very wild 
in hfs youth, tbey say, and has bad heaUii ; 
yet h% is a yodng good-iookihg man enough 
-f^a great frie&d of ycmr lord High Gom- 
noissfoner of the Kirk, Mr Butler." 
' <^ Thto he is the fiieiid of a very worthy^ 
and honourable nobleman/' said Btitler. ) 

: ^* Does he admire his lady as much as 
other people do?** said Jeanie;'in a low 
voice. ,» 

« Who— Sir, George? They say he is 
very fond of her/' said the Duke; •* but I 
observe she tremt>les a little when he fixes 
his eye oti htt^ a^d that is no good dt^u-« 
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But it is stnnge kow I $m hmmttd by this 
resemblance of your's to Lady Stantttoot 
in look and tone of voice* One would aL 

« 

most swear yoa were sisters." 

Jeanie's distress becMse oncontrouIaUi^ 
tuid beyond concealment. The Duke of 
Aiigyle was au^h di6tuii)ed» good-natured* 
ly ascrilnng it to his having unwittingly 
recalled to her reintaafanace hn fiunily 
misfortunes. He was too wett4iitd to aU 
tbmpt to apologiae ; but hastened to change 
the subject^ and aim^ ceftaio pointa of 
depute which had occurred betwixt Dim* 
can of Knock .and tiie miaiBteri adcnow^ 
ledging diat his worthy substitute was some* 
times a Uttk too obstmat^ as wdl as too 
energetic^ in his exeootive measuras. 

Mr fitttler admitted his general ase^its ; 
but said» *« He woukl presume to apply to 
the worthy gentleman the words of the 
poet to Manrucinus Asiniu^ 

" ' Maniii.' !■ 
Nsn bilk uttris in joco aiqiie vino.' ^' 
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The discourse being thus turned on pa- 
rish* business, nothing farther occurred that 
can interest the reader* 
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CHAPTER XIL 



Upon my head they placed a fruitless croWH^- 

And put a barren sceptre in my gripe, 

Thence to be wrench'd by an unlineal hand, 

No son of mine succeeding. 

Macbeth.. 



After this period, but Under the most 
$trict precautions against discovery^ the 
sisters corresponded occasionally » exchaa- 
ging letters about twice every year. Those 
of Lady Staunton spoke of her husband's 
health and spirits as. being deplorably un« 
certain } her own seemed also to be sink- 
ing, and one of the topics on which she 
most freq^uently dwelt, was their want of 
family. Sir George Staunton, always vio- 
lent, had taken some aversion at the next 
heir, whom he suspected of having irrita- 
ted his friends against him during his ab- 
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sence ; and he djeclared, he would bequeath 
Willingham and all its lands to a hospital^ 
ere that fetch and carry tell tale should in- 
herit an acre of it. 

" Had he but a child," said the unfortu- 
nate wife, •* or had that luckless infant sur- 
vived, it would be some motive for living 
and 'for exertion. But Heaven has denied 
us a blessing which we have* not deserved." 

Such complaints, in varied form, but 
turning frequently on the same topic, fill- 
ed the letters which passed from the spaci* 
ous but melancholy halls of Willingham, to 
the quiet and happy parsonage at Knock* 
tarlitie. Years meanwhile rolled on amid 
these fruitless repinings^ John Duke of 
Argyle and Greenwich died in the year 
1743, universally lamented, but by none 
more than by the Butlers, to whom his be- 
nevolence had been so distinguished. He 
was succeeded by his brother Duke Archi- 
bald, with whom they had not the same ini. 
timacy ; but who continued the protection 
which hi» brother had extended towards 
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them. This^ indeed^ became more neces* 
safy than ever j for, after the, breaking out 
and suppression of the rebellion in IT^S^ 
the peace of the country, adjacent to the 
Highlands, was considerably disturbed. 
Marauders, or men that had been driven 
to that desperate mode of life, quartered 
themselves in the fastnesses nearest to the 
Lowlands, which were their scene of plan* 
der ; and there is scarce a glen in the ro- 
mantic and now peaceable highlands of 
Perth, Stirling, and Dumbartonshire, where 
pne or more did not take up their resi* 
dence. 

The prime pest of the parij^h of Knocktar- 
litie was a certain Ponacha dhu na Duuaigh, 
or Black Duncan the Mischievous, . whoin 
we have already casually mentioned.. This 
fellow bad been originally a tinkler or cmrd, 
many of whom stroll about these districts ; 
but when all police waa disorganized by 
the civil war^ he threw up his profession, 
and from half thief became whole robber ; 
and being generally at the bead of three or 
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four active young fellows, and be himself 
artful^ bold, and: well acquainted with the 
passes, he plied his new profession with 
emolument to himself, and infinite plague 
to the country. 

All were couTinced that Duncan of 
Knock could have put down his namesake 
Donacha any morning he had a mind; 
for there were in the parish a set of stout 
young men, who had joined Argyle's ban* 
ner in the war under his old friend, and 
behaved very well upon several occasions* 
And as for their leader, as no one doubt* 
ed his courage, it was generally supposed 
that Donadia had found out the mode 
of conciliating his favour, a thing not vef^ 
uncommon in that age and country. This 
was the more readily believed, as David 
Deaos's cattle (being the property of the- 
Duke) were lieft untouched, when the mini- 
ster's cows were carried off by the thieves- 
Another attempt was made to renew the 
same act of rapine, and the cattle were io* 

La 



%50 , TALES Of MY LANDJLORD* 

the act of being driven off, when Butler, 
lading bis profession aside in a case of such 
necjes^ity, put bimsdf at the head of some 
of his neighbours, and rescued the creagb, 
an exploit at which Deans attended in per* 
son on. the occasion, notwithstanding his 
extreme old age, mounted on a Higbiaiifl 
poney, and girded with an old broadsword, 
likening himself ^for he failed not to arro* 
gate the whole merit of the expedition), to 
David, the son of Jesse, when he recovered 
the spoil, of Ziglag from the Amalekites^ 
This spirited behaviour had so far a good 
effect, that Donacha dhu na Dunaigh kq^t 
his distfince for some time to come; and, 
tbough his distant exploits were frequently 
^poke^of, he did not exercise any depreda* 
tiqns in that part of the country. He con* 
tjinued to flouiish, and to be heard of occa« 
sionally,. until the year 1751, Vben, if the 
fear of the second David had kept him ill 
check, fate rele^tsed him from that restraioi^ 
for the.yenerable patriarch of St Leonard's 
was that year gathered to his fathers. 
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David Deans died foil of years and of 
bononn He is believed, fbr the exact time 
0t his birth is not known, to have lived up- 
wards of ninety years ; for he used to speak 
^f events, as falling under his own know- 
ledge, which happened about the time of 
the battle of Bothwell-Bridge. It was said 
that he eveii bore arms there; fbr once, 
wben^ a drunken Jacobite laird wished for 
a BothweU^Brigg whig, that <' he might 
stow the lugs oat of his head,'' David in- 
formed bim^ with a peculiar austerity of 
coontenance, that if he liked* to try siich a 
prank, there was one at his elbow ; and it 
required the interference of Butler to pre- 
serve the peace. 

' He expired in the^arms of his. beloved 
daughter, thankful for all the blessings 
which Providence had vouchsafcfd to hitn 
while in this valley of strife and trial-*- 
mid thankful also for the trials he had 
been visited with ; having found them, 
he said, needful to mortify that spiritual 
pride and confidence in' bis own gifts. 



» 
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v^^ WW the side on mhUk the tviiy 'Soe^ 
py. did moftt soKe^ beaet hkku Hefrngpeki 
in, tbe iMM^ irfiectn^«iimtf imimmiBit hmt 
hwbsit^f and tier ^aiily, mmI tfaat lier a£< 
fectipqateduty tp the puk ftidd man wtgiris 
purchase hier length of days lumCy and hap- 
fpiew befeaitef} th^n^ m a pidlietfic pn^ 
til;MiD» tpQ i¥eU imdorstaod bjr tboae inli^ 
knew his fam% Gircumstances, be headnaght 
the Stie|)hefd of sooh, while galheckig Im 
jhtki not to fofgel dw tik^ me IbiA Imd 
atrajred fiwn the 1fold» and. area then ongftt 
be in the hands of At ravening :vol£-'t*iie 
pujitd^ im the natioftal Jen»aleQi» that 
peaee aught^ be ift her land and proipaiikf 
in her palaces — ^for the welfare of th& ho« 
BonralnW House 0i Argyle^ ai^ £ar the con- 
vcrsioQ^ of Duncan of KncK&kdunder; Af- 
ter tfata he was sttent, being exhamted, nm 
did he again utter anjr thnig disthiGtly^ He 
was heaid indeed to mutter something 
abont national deiectioos^ r^t^^hand et* 
tremes, and left-hand fitUings off j bnt^ as 
May Hcttly observed, Ua head waa car- 
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tied at tlie tiaie : aod it is probable that 
these expressieiis oecurred to him. tneid^ 
cut of geocml bahit^ and that be died in the 
fMl spidt of cbari^ with all men* - .AJboiit 
an heur aftarwaida he slept in the Locd. 

NotwithfiHwsding her fiidier*s advaneed 
age, Im deafth was a severe shock to M» 
Butler. Mneb of her tiiae had been dedii> 
cated to attending . to his littaldi and hie 
wiriies^ and she felt as if pnrt of her bosi* 
nees in the world waa ended^ when the good 
old man waa n# more. His weallht whidi 
eame nearly to fifloen hundred powvls, in 
dispoaaUe c^tal^ stfved to raise the f<N^ 
tones of the famfly at the Manse. How tc^ 
dispose of this sum for the beat advantage 
of bis faaHy, waa matter of anxious consi* 
deration to Butler^ 

^* If we put it on hesitaUe bond^ we will 
maybe lose the interest ; forthefi^sthatbcmd 
orer Lounsbeck's land» your father, could 
neither get principal 3aor interest for it-^ 
If we bring it into the ivtndsr we will masp^ 
be lose the principal and all, as many did in 

5 
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the Sooth-sea scheme. The little estate of 
Craigsture is in the tnark€t«--jt li^ witH*- 
in two miles of the Manse, aiid Knock says 
bis Grace has no thought to^ buy it fi»t 
they ask ^^500, and they may, for it % 
worth tiie money ; and wei% I to borrow 
the balance, the creditor might call it up 
suddenlyi or in case of my deieith my famu 
ly might be distressed.'^ 

^ And so, if we had mair siHei^ we might 
in^ that boiinie pasture-^Pmmd, where the 
grass comes so early ?^ ask«d -Ji^anie. 

<^ Certainly, my dear ; aiifd KnockdiiiK 
der, who is a good jadge, is strongly advii. 
sing me to it.— To be sure it is? his^nepbew 
that is selling it." 

^ Aweel, Reubdn/^ said Jbamfe, " ye 
maun just look up a text in Scripture, as ye 
did when ye wanted siller before-^jusi took 
up a text m the Bible.?' 

^* Ah, Jeanie,'' said Butler, laughing and 
pressing her hand at the same time, <* die 
best people in these times can only work 
miracles once.'' 
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' *^ We will see/' sard Jeanie copiposedly ) 
aady gokig to the okset in vi hich she kept 
ber.boaey^ her sugar, her pots of jelly^ he# 
Tiftls of the mgre ordinary medicines^ and 
which served heK, in shai't, as a sort of store* 
room,, she jangled vials £u>d. gallipots, tilU 
fnoia out the darkest nook, well flanked by 
a*tiiple row oi bottles and jars» wbieh she 
was under the necessity of displacing, she 
brought a cracked brown cann, with a piece 
of leather tied over the top. Its contento 
seemed to be. written papers, thrust in dis«^ 
order into this uncommon secretaiae. But 
fnnn among these Jeanie brought an old 
claaped Bible> which had been David Deaos'S 
companion in bis earlier wanderings, and 
whioh he hod given to his daughter when 
the failure of his eyes had compelled him to 
use one. of a* larger print. This she gave 
to Butler, who had been looking at her 
motions with some surprise,- and desired 
him to see what that book could .do for 
him* He opened the clasps, and to his 

astonishment a parcel of £50 bank-notes 

4 
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dropped out from betwixt the leaves^ where 
they bad been separately lodged, and fhit* 
tered upon tiie floor. " I didna think to 
hae tauld yoit o' my wealth, Reuben," said 
his wite, smiling at his sufrprise, *^ till on 
my death-bed, or maybe on some family 
pinch I but it wad be better laid out on yoa 
bonny grass- holms, than lying useless here- 
in this auld pigg*"^ 

^ ^ How on earth eame ye by that siller,^ 
Jeante ?*— Why, here is more than a thou^ 
sand pounds," said Butler, lifting up and 
counting the note& 

<< If it were ten thousand, it's af honestly 
come by,'^ said Jeanie y ^ and troth I ken* 
na how muckle there is o't, but it's a' there 
that ever 1 got— And as for how I came by 
it, Reuben — it's weel come by, and honest* 
ly, as I said before— And it's mair folk's se« 
cret than mine, or ye wad hae kenned about 
it lang syne } and as for ony thing else, I 
am not free to answer mair questicms about 
it, and ye maun just ask me nane."^ 

^ Answer me but one,'* said Butler. " Is 
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it all freely and ibdisputaUy your own 
property, to dispose of it as you think fit } 
«^Is it possible no one has a claim in so 
large a sum except you i^* 

^* It was mine, free to dispose of it as I 
like/' answered Jeanie ; ^^ and I have dis- 
posed of it already, for now it is youri^i 
Reuben—»You are Bible Butler now, as 
weel as your forbear, that my puir father 
had sic an ill will at Only if ye like, I 
wad wish Femie to get a gude share o^t 
when we aris gane.'* 

<< Certainly, it shall be as you chuse— * 
But who on earth ever pitched on such a 
hiding.plaqe for temporal treasures?'* 

<* That is just ane o' my auld- fashioned 
gates, as you ca' them, Eeuben. I thought 
if Donacha Dhu was to make an outbreak 
upon us, the Bible was the last thing in 
the house he wad meddle wi'— -but an' ony 
mair siller should drap in, as it is not un- 
likely, I shall e'en pay it ower to you, and 
ye may lay it out your ain way.** 

<^ And I positively nuist not ask you 
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how you haVe come by all^ thi» moiiq^ ^ 
said the clejgyinan, 

*? tndeeil^ Keuben, you must not ; for- if 
you were asking me very sair I wad maybt 
tell you, and then I am sure \ would do 
wrong." 

" But tell me," said Butler, " is it any 
thing that distresses your own mind ?" 

<^ ( here is baith weal and woe come aye 
wi' warld's gear, Reuben j but ye maun ask 
me naetbing mair— This silles bindis me to 
naething, and can never be speeded back 
again/' 

"Surely,!' said Mr Butler, when he had 
again counted over t^e money, as if to 
assure himself that the notes were real, 
*< there w^s never man in the world had a 
wife like mine— a blessing seems to follow 
her.*' 

♦^ N^ver," said Jeanie, **■ since tfed eft- 
chanted princess in the bairns' fairy tale, 
that kamed gold nobles out 0' the tae side 
of her haffit locks, and Dutch dollars out 6* 
the tothen But g^ng away now, minister^ 
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Hid put by the siller, and dinna ke^p tl^ 
notes wampishing in your band that gate, 
or I will wish them iu the brown pi^ 
again, for fear we get a black cast about 
theoi*— we're ower near the hills in these 
times to be thought to hae siller in the 
house. And, besides^ ye maun gree wi' 
Knockd.under, that has the selling o' the 
^auds; and dinna you be simple and let 
bim ken o' this windfa', but keep him tq 
the ystry lowest penny, as if ye had to bo&v 
row siller to make the price up." 

In the Tast admonition Jeanie showed 
distinctly, that, although she did not uo* 
derstand how to secure the money which 
came inta her hands otlieswise than by 
saving and hoarding it, yet she had some 
part of her father David's shrewdness, even 
upon worldly subjects. And Reuben But* 
kr was a prudent man, and went and did 
even as his wife had advised him. 

The news quickly went abroad into the 
parish that the minister had bought Craig« 
stufe i and some wished him joy, and some 



^^ were sorry it had gane out of the auM 
name.^ However, bis clerical brethren un- 
derstanding that he was under the necessi- 
ty of going to Edinburgh about the en- 
suing Whitsunday, to get tc^ether David 
Deans's cash to make up the purchase-mo- 
ney of his new acquisition, took the oppor- 
tunity to name him their delegate to the 
Genera] Assembfy, or Convocation of the 
Scottish Church, which takes place usually 
in the latter end of the month of May. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

\ 

But who is this ? nvhat thing of sea or laiid<^ 
Female of sex it seems— 
l%at so bedeok'd, orhafe^ aad gi^» 
CoBMB tills wsy aafiing ? 

MlX.TON» 

Not long after the incident 4>f the BiUe 
and the bank-notes. Fortune showed that 
she could surprise Mrs Butler as well as 
her husband. The minister, in order to 
accomplish the various pieces of busiaessp 
which his unwonted visit to Edinburgh ren- 
dered necessary, had been under the neces- 
sity of setting out from home in the latter 
^nd of the month of February, concluding 
justly, that he would find the space betwixt 
his departure and the term ot Whitsunday 
(24th May) short enough lor the purpose 
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of bringing forward those various debtors 
of old David Deans, out of whose purses a 
considerable part of the price of his new 
purchase was to be made good. 

Jeanie was thus in the unwonted situa- 
tion of inhabitrog a lonely house, and she 
felt yet more solitary from the death ef the 
good old man, who used to divide her cares 
with her husband. Her children were her 
principal resource, and tQ them she paid 
constant attention. 

■s 

It happened, a day or two after Butler's 
departure, fliatt, whfle She was engaged in 
some domestic duties, she heard a dispute 
among the young folks, which, being main- 
tained with obstinacy, appeared to caU for 
her interference. All came to their natn- 
ral umpire with their complaints. Femie, 
not yet ten years old, charged David and 
Reubie with an attempt to take away her 
book by force; and David and Reuben 
replied, the elder, *« That it was not a 
book for Femie to read," and Reuben, 
^ That it was about a bad woman.'' 
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*« Where did ye get the book, ye lit. 
tie hempie P' said Mrs Butler. *^ Pow 
dare ye touch papa^i' books iwlien he is 
away?" 

But the little lady^ holding fast. a sheet 
of cru[Qpled4>aper, declared, *< It was nane 
o' papa's books, and May Hettly had ta^ 
ken it off the muckle cheese, which came 
from Inverara ;*' for, as was very natural 
to suppose, a friendly intercourse, with un« 
terchange of mutual civilities, was ^kept 
up from time to time between Mrs Dotty 
Dutton, now Mrs MacCorkindale,. and her 
former friends. 

.Jeanie took the subject of contention, 
out of the child'^hand, to satisfy herself of 
the propriety of her studies: ; but how much 
was she struck when she read upon the 
title of the brpadside sheet, ^ The Last 
Speech, Confession, and Dying Words of 
Margaret MacCraw, or Murdockson, ex- 
ecuted <on H^rabee-iul), near Carlisle, <the 

— day erf 17^7»" It was, indeed, one 

of those papers which Archibald had bought 
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at Longtown, when he mbnopolizecl the 
pedlar's stock, whiefa Ddlly had thrust into 
her trunk out 6f sheer ecomkny. One or 
two copies, it seems, had remained in her 
tepointories at Ihverarai till she chanced to 
need theoi in* packing a cheese^ which, as 
a very superior production, was sent, in the 
way of civil challenge, to the dairy at Knock* 
tiarlitie. 

* The title of this paper, so strangely fallen 
into the very hands irom which, in well- 
meant respect to b^r feelings, it had been 
so long delaiiiedt was of itself sufficiently 
startling ; but the narrative itself was so in- 
terestii^y thast Jeanie, shaking herself loose 
from the childreni ran up stairs to her own 
apartment^ and bolted the door, to peruse 
it without interruption. 

The narrative, which appeared to have 
been drawn up^ ot at least corrected, by 
the dergyman who attended this unhappy 
woman$ stated the crime for which she suf- 
ftred to have been ^ her active part in that 
dtfooioas robbery and murderi committed 
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near tWo yeairs since near Haltwhistle, for 
which the notorious Frank Levitt was com- 
xaitted for trial at Lancaster assizes. It wa^ 
supposed the evidence of the accomplice^ 
Thomas Tuck^ comiootily called Tyburn 
Tom^ upon which the woman had been con^ 
viotedt would weigh equally lieavy against 
him ; although many were inclined to think 
it was Tuck himself who had struck the fa- 
tal blow» according to the dying statement 
of Meg Murdock9on.^ 

After a circumstantial actomlnt of the 
crime for which she suffered, there was a 
brief sketch of Margaret's life. It was 
stated^ that she was a Scotchwoman by 
birthi and married a soldier in the Came-, 
renian regiment^— that she long followed 
the campt and had doubtless acquired ia 
fields of battle, and similar scenes, that f^o- 
city and love of (dund^r for which she had 
been afterwards distinguished -^tiiat her 
husband, having obtained his discharge^ 
became servant io a beneficed clergyman 
•f high situation and character in Lincoln- 
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shire, and that she acquired the confidisnee 
and esteem of that honourable family. She' 
had lost this many years after her hus^. 
band's death, it was stated, in consequence 
of conniving at the irregularities of her 
daughter with the heir of the family/ added 
to the suspicious circumstances attending 
the, birth of a child, which was Strongly 
suspected to have met with tbul play, in or- 
der to pireserve, if possible, the girl's repu- 
tation. After this, she had led a wandering 
Hfe both in England and Scotland, under 
colour sometimes of telling fortunes, some- 
times of driving a trade in smuggled wares^ 
but, in fact, receiving stolen goods, and oc- 
casionally actively joining in the exploits 
Hy which they were obtained. Many of 
her crimes she had boasted of after convic- 
tion, and there was one circumstance for 
which she seemed to feel a mixture of joy 
and occasional compunction. When she 
was residing in the suburbs of Edinburgh 
during the preceding sunKuer, a girl, who 
had been seduced by one of ber coufede- 

3 
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i^tes, was entrusted to her charge, and ia 
her house delivered of ^ male infant Her 
daughter^ whose mind was in a state of de« 
rangement ever since she had lost her own 
child, according to the criminal's accounty 
carried off the poor 'girl's infant, taking it 
for her own, of the reality of whose death 
she at times could not be persuaded* 

Margaret Murdockson stated, that she, 
ibr some time, believed her daughter had 
actually destroyed the infant in her mad fits, 
and that she gave the father to understand 
80, but afterwards learned that a female 
stroller had got it from her. She showed 
some compunction at having separated mo- 
ther and child, especially as the mother had 
nearly buffered death, being condemned, bn 
the Scotch law, for the supposed murther 
of her infant. When it was asked what 
possible interest she could have had in ex- 
posing the unfortunate girl to sufier for a 
crime she had not committed, she asked, 
if they thought she was going to put her 
own daughter into trouble to save another ? 
she did not know what the Scotch law would 
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ba ve done to her for cvrytiig the chU4 ftW9^;^ 
Thin answer was by no means satia&ctory 
to the clergyman, and he disooyere^, hy 
close eKaminalion, that she had a deiep and 
revengeful hatred against the young person 
whom she had thus injured. Bytthe.paper 
intimatedt ibatf whatever besides she h^ 
commuaicisited. iipon this subjectf was cour 
fided by her in private to the worthy, and 
reveriend Arch-Deacon who had bestowod 
such particular pains in affording her ^iri- 
tual assistance. The broadside went on to 
intimate, that after her executiiH),. of which 
.the particulars w^re given^ her daughter, 
the :insane person cnentioned more than 
OQce> and who was generally known by the 
iname of Madge Wildfire^ had been very ill 
used by the populace, under the belief that 
she was a sorceress, and an accompUce in 
her mother's crimes, and had been with dif- 
ficulty rescued by the prompt interference 
of the police. 

Such (for we omit moral reflections^ ^nd 
all that may seem unnecessary to the expla* 
nation of our story,) was the tenor of the 
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broadside.. To Mrs Butler it contained in* 
tdl^ence of the highest importance, since 
it seemed to afford the most unequivocal 
proof of her sdster^s innocence respecting the 
crime for which she had so nearly suffered. 
It is true, neither she nor her husband^ nor 
even* her fitdier, had ever believed her ca- 
pable of touching her infant with an unkind 
hand when in possession of her reason ; but 
there- was a darkness on the subject, and 
what might have happened in a moment of 
insanity was dreadful to think upon« Be- 
sides, whatever was their owtir conviction, 
they had no means of establishing Effie'a 
innocence to the would, which^ according 
to the tenor of this fugitive publication; 
was now at length* completely manifested 
by the dying confession of the person chiefly 
interested in concealing it. 

After thanking God for a* discovery so 
dear -to her feelings, Mrs Butler begau to 
consider what use she should make of it# 
To have shown it to her husband would 
have been her first impulse, but, besides 
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that he vnas absent from home, and the 
matfer too delicate to be the subject oi 
correspondence by an indifferent pen wo- 
man, Mrs Butler recollected that be was 
not possessed of the inFormation necessary 
to form a judgment upon the occasion, and 
that, adhering to the rule which she had 
considered as most advisable, she had bei^ 
transmit the information immediately to her 
sister, and leave her to adjust with hec 
husband the mode in which they should 
avail themselves, of it. Accordingly she 
dispatched a special messenger to Glas-^ 
f ow, with a packet, inclosing the Confess 
aion of Margaret Murdockson, addressed, 
aa usual, under cover, to Mr Whiterose of 
Vork. She expe,cted, with anxiety, an an* 
fi^er, but none arrived in the usual course 
of post, and she was left to imagine how 
many various* causes might account for 
Lady Staunton's silence. She began to be 
half sorry that she had parted with the 
printed paper, both fpr fear of its having 
fallen into bad hands, and fron^ the desire 
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of tegainiog the document, which might 
be essential to establish her sister's inno- 
cence. ^ She was even doubting whether 
die had not better conomit the whole mal^ 
ter to her husband^s consideration, when^ 
Other incidents occurred to divert her pur* 
pose« 

Jeanie (she is a favourite, and we beg 
her pardon for still using the familiar title)^ 
had walked down to the sea-side^ with her 
children one morning after breakfast, when 
the boys, whose sight was more, discrimi^ 
aating thap her's, exclaimed, that ^^ the 
Captain's coach and six was coming right, 
for the sh^re, with ladies in it." Jeanie ini' 
etidctively bent her eyes on the approach- 
ing boat, and became soon sensible thair 
there were two females in the stem,. seated 
beside the gracious Duncan, who acted as 
pilot It was aj)0(nt of politeness to walk 
towards the landing-place, in order to re- 
ceive them, especially as she saw that the 
Captain of Knockdunder was upon ho- 
nour and ceremcMiy. His piper ivas in the 
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bow of the boat> sending forth musiQ of 
whicb one half sounded llie better that 
the ethei was drowned bj the waves and 
the breeze. Moreover^ he himself had his 
brigadier wig newly frizzed, his bonnet (he 
had abjured the cocked hat)<decorated with 
Saint George's red cross, his uniform mount)- 
ed as a captain of militia, the Duke's iBag 
with the boar^ head displayed^-^-all intima- 
ted parade and gala. 

As Mrs Butler approached the landings 
place, she observed the Captaiti hand the 
ladies ashore with marks of great atten* 
tion, and the party advanced towards ber, 
the Captain a few steps before tiie tw4> la- 
dies, <^whom tilie taller and eMer leaned ba 
the shoulder of the other, who seemed to 
be an attendant or servant 

As they met, Duncan, in hia best, most 
important, and deepest tone of Highland 
eivility, *' pegged leave to introduce t^ Mrs 
Putler, Lady-^eh^ — eh— I bae forgotten 
your leddy ship's name.'' 

^* Never mind my name, sir," said the 
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lady; /^ I trust Mrs Butler will be at no 

loss. The Duke's letter'* rAnd, as she 

observed Mrs Butler look confused^ she 
said again to Duncan, something sharply, 
^ Did you not send the letter last night, 
sir?" 

<^ In troth and I didna^ and I crave yotir 
leddyship's pardon ; but you see, matam, 
I thought it would do as weel to-tay, pe*- 
eause Mrs Putler is never taen out o' sorts 
— never — and the coach was out fishing*— 
and the gig wa&gaen to Greenock for a cag 

of prandy — ^and Put here's his Grace's^ 

letter." 

^ Give it me, sir," said the lady, taking it 
out of his hand ; *< since you have not found 
it convenient to do me the favour to send 
it before me^ I will deliver it myself." 

Mrs Butle» looked with great attention^ 
and a certain dubious feeling of deep inte^ 
rest on the lady, who thus expressed her- 
self with authority over the man of aut^io^ 
sity, and to whose mandates he seemed t-o^ 

- M. 2 
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Mibmit, rerigniog the letter with a ^< Just 
as your leddyship is pleased to order it/' . 

The lady was rather above the middle 
size, beautifully rnadet though something 
en bon pointf with a hand and arm exqui- 
sitely formed. Her manner was easy, dig* 
nified, and commanding, and seemed to 
evince high birth and the habits of elevated 
society. She wore a travelling dress — a 
grey beaver hat, and a veil 6f Flanders 
lace. Two footmen, in rich liveries, who 
got out of the barge, and lifted out a trunk 
and portmanteau, appeared to belong to 
her suite. 

^< As you did not receive the letter, ma- 
' dam, which should have served for my in« 
troduction^~£:»r I presume you are Mrs 
Butler^r*! will not present it to you till you 
are so good as to admit mie into your house 
without it." 

<< To pe sure, matam," said ' Knoqkdun- 
der, ^* ye canna doubt Mrs Putler will do 
that— Mrs Putler, this is Lady— Lady— 
these tamu'd Southern names rin out o'' 
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my bead like a stane trowling down hill--^ 
put I beUeve she is a Scottish woman porn 
—the mair our credit— *and I presume her 
leddyship is of the house of — "t*-*" 

*' The Duke of Argyle knows my family 
very well» sir," said the lady, in a tone 
which seemed designed to silence Duncan^ 
or, at any rate, which had that effect com*'' 
{deteiy. 

There was something about the whole of 
this strainer's address, and j^one and man- 
ner, which acted upon Jeantie's feelings like 
the illusions (^ a dream, that teaze us 
with a puzzling approach to reality. Some- 
thing there was of her sister in the gait and ' 
manner of the stranger, as well as in the 
sdund of her voice, and sontething also, 
when, lifting her veil, she shewed features, 
to which, changed as they were in expres-^ 
sion and complexion, she could not but at- 
tach many remembrances. 

The stranger was turned of thirty certain- 
ly ; but so well were her personal eliarms as- 
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oisted by the power df'djressj and arrange^ 
ment of ornament, tha£ she might well have^ 
passed ibroo&^afid twenty. And her befaa^ 
viour was ao steady and so composed, that 
as often as Mrs Butler perceived anewaome 
point of resemhlaoce to- her unfortunate 
sister, so often the sustained selS^command 
and absolute composure of the stranger de<^ 
stvoyed the ideas which began to arise iiif 
her imagination* Sbe* led- the way eilently 
towards the Mabsei lost* itia^ cenfasion oS 
relfections, and trusting the letter witl> 
which she was to be there entrusted, would 
aflford her satisfactory explanation of what 
waaa mostpusSi;liiig and embarrassing scene^ 

The lady maintaiujad' i)i tiie meanwhile 
the manners a^ » ato'aoger of rahh. She 
admired the various points^ of view like one 
who has studied nature, and the best repre* 
sentalioiift of art A^ lengtli^she took no«i 
tice of the- childrem 

<< These are two fine young mounlaineeis. 
— -Your's, madam, I presume ?'* 



JTeanie re^fe# in the affifmative. The 
stranger sighed^ and sighed ofice more as 
Ihey were presented to her bj name^ 

«' Com«; bere» Feioie/' said Mrs Butler^ 
^ and hold' yotir head up/^ 
* ^* What is. youf daughter's name^ ma^ 
dam?" said the lady« 

<' Ei^hetniat madam,'' answered Mrs 
Batleti: 

^ I thought the ordinary Scottisb con-^ 
traction of > the name had been £ffie»'' re^ 
plied the stranger in a tone idiich went tek 
Jeanie's heart; for in that single word 
there was more of her sister^-^more of lan^ 
«3^^ ideas^than in allthe remtniscences 
which her own> heart had mitieipated, on 
lhe featui^s and manner of the stsangen 
had suggestedt 

When^ they reached the Manse, thelady^ 
gave M#s Butler the letter which she had 
laken out of the hands of Knookduiider ^. 
and as she gave it she pressed her hand» 
adding aloud^ ^Perhaps, madam, 3»>a wiU 
have the goodness to. get me a little milk«!'' 

7. ' . 
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M Aoflk oieja .drap of-thp grey-peard, if 
you please^ Mrs FUtleft" added Duocaa. * 

Mrs Btikkf withdrew, hui deputiog to 
May Hettiey and to David the supply of 
the strangers* waQts,^ she ha$te«0dfiHto he? 
own room, to' read the letter* ^ Tbeenve- 
lope was addressed in the Duke 6f^ Argyle's 
hand, and requested Mrs Butler's atten* 
tions and civility to a lady of rank, a parti: 
ctilar friend of his late brother. Lady i%a«n« 
ton of Willinghami who bding recomnlend^ 
ed to drink govts' whey by the physicians, 
was to honour the Lodge at Roseneath 
with her residence, while her husband 
made a short tour in Scotland* But with« 
in the same* covier, wiiicti had been given 
to Lady Staunton unsealqd, was a letter 
from that lady, intended to prepare her 
sister for meeting her, and which, but for 
the Captain's negligence, she ought to have 
received on the preceding evening. It 
stated that the news in Jeanie's last letter 
had been so interesting to her husband, 
that he was determined to enquire farthei; 



rm HBAKT OP MID^UITHUN. tTt 

into the. oonfession made at Carlisle) and 
the fate of that poor ioDOcentt and that a9 
be had 'been in some degree successful, she 
had by the most earnest ^itreaties extorted 
rather than obtained his permissioo, under 
promise of observing the most strict incogf 
nito, to < spend a week or two with her sis* 
ter, or, in her neighbourhood^ while he was 
prosecuting researches, to which (though it 
appeared to her very vainly) he seemed to 
attach some hopes of success* 

There was a postscript, desiring that 
Jeanie would trust to Lady S* the manage- 
ment of their intercourse, and be content 
with assenting to what she should propose. 
After readfng and again reading the letter, 
Mrs Butler hurried down stairs, divided 
betwixt the fear of betraying her secret, 
and the desire to throw herself upqn her 
sister's neck* Effie received her with a 
glance at once affectionate and cautionary, 
and immediately proceeded to speak. 

** I have been telling Mr , Captain 

«-p— , this gentleman, Mrs Butler, that if 
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you could accoimttodftte tnt with an apart^ 
ment in your house, and a place fbr Ellis 
to sleep, and for the two men, it wouM suit 
me better than (die Lodge, which bis Grace 
has 80 kindly placed at my diaposaU lam 
advised I should reside as near where tho 
goats feed as possible/^ 

^ I have peen assuring my Lady, Mrs 
Futler/' said Duncan, << that though it 
could not discommode you to receive any 
of his Grace's visitors or mine, yet she had 
mooch petter stay at the Lodge ; and for 
the gaite, the creatures can be fetched 
there, in respect it is mair fitting they suld 
wait upon her LeddysUip, than she upon 
the like of them*'^ 

<< By no means derange the goals for 
me,*' said t^ady Staunton ;. << I am certain 
the milk must be much better here." And 
this she said with languid negligence, as 
one whose slightest intimation of humour 
is to bear down all argument; 

Mrs Butler hastened to intimate, that her 
kouse,. such< as it was, was heartily at the 
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dispo^I of Lady Staunton ; but t^e Cap- 
tain eontmued to remonstrate. 
« The Duke/* he said, ^ had written^*— 
<' I will settle all that with hi» Graee^— 
** And there w<^ the things had baea 
sent down frae Glaslso"-*- 

^< Any thing neeessMry might be sent 
oveF to the Parsonage<--She woidd beg the 
fevour of vMrs Butler to shew her an apf»t- 
inent, and of the Captain to have her 
trunks, &Cr sent over from Roseneatb.'^ 

So she curtsied off jpoor Duncan, who 
departed, saying in his secret soul, *^ Got 
tamn her English impudence l^-^^he takea 
possession of the mitiister's house as an it 
were her ain — and speaks to shenilemem 
as if they were pounden servante, an pe 
tamn'd to her !^ — And thew'^s the deer that 
was shot tbo~<but we will send it owei: to 
the Manse, whilk will pe put ci^U, seeing 
I hae prought worthy Mrs Ptitlev sic a[ 
fliskmaboy"-— And with these kind inten- 
tions, he went to the shore to give his.x>r- 
ders accordingly. 



\ 



Iq the meantiiDey the imetidg of the sis- 
ters was as affectionate as it was extraordi* 
nary,^ and each evinced her feelings in the 
^999Ly proper to her character. Jeanie was 
80 much overcome by womlerj and even by 
awe, that her feelings were deep, stunning, 
and aliboat overpowering. Effie, on the 
other hand, wept, laughed, sobbed, scream* 
ed, and dapped her bands for joy, all in the 
apace of five minutes^ giving way at (Hice, 
and without reserve^ ta a natural excessive 
vivacity of teciper, which no one, however, 
knew better how to restrain under the rules 
of artifioial breeding. 

After » hour had passed like a moment 
m their expressions of mutual affi^ction^ 
Lady Staunton observed the Captain walk- 
ing with impatient steps bektw the window. 
<< That tiresome Highland fool has retura* 
ed upon our hands,*' she s^d. ^' 1 will 
pray him to grace us with his absence." 

<< Hout no ! hout no !'' said Mrs Butler, 
in a tone of entreaty ; '' ye mauna affront 
the Captain.*' 
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•< 'Affront r said Lady StauQtaa ; *• no- 
body is ever afironted at what I do or say, 
my dear. ^However, I shall endtfre him| 
since ymi think it proper.* 

The Captain was accordingly graciously 
requested by Lady Staunton to remam 
during dinner. During this visit bis stu-> 
dious and punctilious complaisance towards 
the la<fy ctf rank was happily contrasted by 
the cavalier air of civil ikmiliarity in which 
he indulged towards the ministei^ wife. 
. ^< I have not been able to persuade Mrs 
Butler/' said Lady Staunton to the Captain^ 
during the interval when JeaDie had left 
the parlour, *^ to let me talk of making ai^ 
re(X)mpence for storming her house^ and 
garrisoning it in the way I have done." 

<* Doubtless* matam/' said the Captain, 
*! it wad ill pecome Mrs Putler, wha is a 
very decent pody, to make any such shaige 
to a lady who comes from my house, or' 
hlsOrace's, which is the same thing. -^ And, 
peaking of garrisons, in the year forty- 



Sf94 TALES BW MY LANDLORD^ 

five^'I was poot with a garrison of twenty 
of my lads in the house of Inver-Gany, 
whilk had near been unhappily for"— 

*< I beg your pardon, sir— But I wish I 
could think of some way of indemnifying 
this good lady." 

^* O, no need of intemnifying at all— *na 
trouble for her, nothing at all— «So, peing in 
^ house of Inver^Garry, and the people 
about ii being uncanny^. I doubted the: 
warsty and'*— 

** Do you happen to know, sir," said 
Lady Staunton, << if any of these t^o Ud^ 
these young Butlers, I mean, show any 
turn for the army ?* * 
^ «* Could not say, indeed, my leddy," re^ 
plied Knockdunder— << So, I knowing the 
people to be unchancy, and not to lippen 
to, and hearing a pibroch in the wood, I 
pegan to ptd my Jads look to their flints, 
and then"— 

" For,'* said Lady Staunton,, with the 
most ruthless disregard ta the narrative 
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which she mangled by theae ioterrupUonsj 
^< if that should be the case, it should cost 
Sir George but the asking a pair of colours 
^r one of them. at the War-office, since we 
have always supported governmenti and ne- 
ver had occasion to trouble ministers." 
. << And if you please, my leddy,'' said 
Duncan, who began to £nd some savour in 
this proposal, << as I hae a braw weel grown 
lad of a nevoy, caM Duncan MacGiiligao, 
that is as pig as paith the Putler pairas 
putten thegether. Sir George could ask a 
p^ir for him at the same time, and it wad 
pe put ae asking for a V 

Lady Staunton only answered this hint 
with a well-bred stare, which gave no sort 
of encouragement. 

Jeanie, who now returned, was lost in 
amazement at the wonderful difference be« 
twixt the helpless and despairing gir], whom 
she had seen stretched on a flock-bed in a 
dungcon,expectingaviolentand disgraceful 
death, and last as a forlorn exile upon the 
mid night beach, with the elegant, well- bred, 
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beautiful woman before her. The f^featurei^ 
DOW that her sister's veil was laid aside, did 
not appear sd extremely ditferent, as the 
whole manner, expression, look, and bear- 
ing. In outside show, Lady Staunton seem- 
ed completely a creature too soft and fair 
for sorrow to have touched ; so much ac* 
customed to have all her whims complied 
with by those around her, that she seemed 
to expect she should even be saved the 
trouble of forming them ; aad so totally 
unacquainted with contradiction, that she 
did not even use the tone of self-will, since 
to breathe a wish was to have it fulfilled* 
She made no ceremony of ridding Tierself of 
Duncan so soon as the evening approach- 
ed; but complimented him out of the house 
under pretext of fatigue, with the utmost 
non-ckalanee. 

When they were alone, her sister could 
not help expressing her wonder at the self- 
possession with which Lady Staunton sus- 
tained her part. 

** I dare say you are surprised at it,'' aaid 
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Lady 3taunton> composedly ; •* for you, 
my^dear Jeanie, have been truth itself from 
your cradle upwards ; but you must te* 
member that I am a liar of fifteen years 
standing, and therefore must. by this time 
be used to my character.'' 

In fact, during the feverish tumult of feel^ 
ings excited during the two or three first 
days, Mrs Butler thought her sister's manner 
Was completely contradictory of the des- 
jponding tone which pervaded her corres*. 
pondence. She was moved to tears, indeed, 
by the sight of her father's grave, marked by 
a modest stone, recording his piety and inte- 
grity ; but lighter impressions and asl^ocia- 
tions had also po^er over her. She amused 
herself with visiting the dairy, in which she 
had so long been assistant, and was so near 
discovering herself to May Hettly, by be- 
traying her acquaintance 'with the celebra- 
ted receipt for Dunlop cheese, that she 
compared herself to Bedreddin Hassan, 
whom the vizier, his father*in«law, discc^ 
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yered by bis superlative skill in cotmpo&in^ 
cream. tarts wHh pepper in them. But when 
the novelty of sach avocations ceased to 
fimose her, she showed to her sister but too 
plainly, that the gaudy colouring with which 
she veiled her unhappiness affi>rded as little 
real comfort, as the gay uniform of the sol- 
dier when it is drawn over his mortal wound. 
There were moods and moments, in which 
her dei^ondence seemed to exceed even 
that wbich she herself had described in her 
letters, and which toe well convinced Mrs 
Butler how little her 8ister*s lot, which in 
appearance was so brilliant, was, in reality, 
to be envied. 

There was one squrce, however, from 
which Lady Staunton derived a pure. de- 
gree of pleasure. Gifled in every particu* 
lar with a higher degree of imagination 
than that of her sister, she was an admirer 
of the beauties of nature, a tast^ewhich com- 
pensfttes man3r evils to those who happen 
to enjoy it. Here her character of a fine 
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]«dj*8to{iped fihort, whefe die oaght to 

» 

.f^'Sck^Ai'd at akbtoigb, and mateott'd ntOktLshvw, 
A« ]|l»4.aa fim W ^691 the w<|Erie-oow." 

Oatbe coBtraiyt wit^ the two boys for her 
guides^ she unilenoQk long and &%ig\J^v(g 
walks ainoi^ the. neighbouring mountain^ 
to visit gkoSy lakes, water-falls, or whajt^ 
ever scenes of natural wonder or beauty 
)ay concealed among their receas^s^ It is 
Wordsworth* I think, who^ talking of an 
old man, under difficulties, remarks, witci 
singular attention to nature, - 

;, .f'»«,p»*. whetlier.kwaa.oantiiatipunsdhiiDj > 
) GctdioplyknowB; but to the very lusty 
. He had the lightest foot in Eimerdalc^" 

. ; In &e same manner* languid, listless, 
<and unhajppy*. at tinies even , lindicating 
^aooiething which approached . Qea,r (o con* 

' TOL. IV. . JJ : I ^ 



Mmpt of the bomdy accommodatioM/iftf 
faer sister's house, although she instantly 
endeavoured, by a thousand kindnesses, to 
atmie fbr stidk ^buUitiona of spleen^ Lady 
Staunton appeared to feel interest ai^' eft- 
ergy while in the open air, and amid the 
iaountain landscapes, and in: society with 
l&e two bo^s, whose eaf s she delighted 
with stories of what she hail seen in t>dier 
countries, and what she had to show them 
at Willinghani Miuion And they, on the 
other hand, exerted themselves in doing 
Biehonours of Dumbartonshire to the lady 
who seemed so kind, insomuch that there 
was scarce a gton in the neighbouring hills 
to which they did not introduce her. 

Upon one^of thiese excursions, Mrbile Reu- 
ben was otherwise engaged, David alone 
acted as Lady Staunton^s guide, and pro- 
xxMed to show her a cascade in the hills, 
grander atKl higher than any they had yet 
visited. It was ailiealk 6f five long' mtlei^ 
and over reugfa ground, vai^ied, -hcn^ever, 
and cheered by mountain views, and:peeps 
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now of the Frith aad its iaUnds^ now of 
distant lakes, now of rocks and precipices. 
The scene itself, too, when they reached it» 
waifiy rewarded the labour of the walk. A 
single shoot carried a considerable stream 
over the face of a black rock, which con« 
trasted strongly in colour with the white 
foam of the cascade, aoU, at the d<epth of 
about twenty feet, another rpck intercepted 
the view of the bpttom of the fi»lL The 
water, wheeling out far beneath, awept 
routtd the cfag, which thus boun4ed their 
view, and tumbled down the rocky glen 
iu a tQrrent of foam* Those who love 
natwe always desire to penetrate ii^to its 
utmost recesses, aad Lady Staunton asked 
David whether th^re was not some mode of 
gaining a view of the abyss at the foot of 
the fall. He said that h^ )cnew a station 
.on a shelf on the further side of the inter- 
cepting rock, from wluch th^ whole wMcr- 
fall was visible, but that the road tp it was 
steep and slippery and dangerous. JBI^itf, 
however, pn gr»jjfyi^§ hBr,pitfi9sity,;s^e 
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desired him to lead the way ; and accord- 
ingly he did so over crag and stone, anxi- 
ously pointing out to her the resting-places 
where she ought to step, for their mode of 
advancing soon ceased to be walking, and 
became scrambling. 

In this manner, clinging like sea-birds 
to the face of the rock, they were enabled 
at length to turn round it, and came fuU in 
front of the fall, which here had a most tro- 
mehdous aspect, boiling, roaring, and thun- 
dering with unceasing din, into a black 
cauldron,a hundredfeet at least below them, 
which resembled the crater of a volcano. 
The din, the dashing of the waters, which 
gave an unsteady aj^earance to all around 
them, the trembling even of the huge crag 
on which they stood, the precariousness of 
tihteir footing, for there was scarce room for 
them to stand on the shelf of rock^wfaich 
they had thus attained, had so powerful an 
effect on the senses and imagination of 
Lady Staunton, that she called out to Da* 
vid ^e was fallings and would in fact have 



THE HSABT OF M.ID-LOTmAK. S9S 

dropped from the crag had he not citught 
hold of hen The boy was bold and stout 
of his age— -still he was but fourteen years 
old, and as his assistance gave no confix 
dence to Lady Staunton, she felt her situat 
tion become really perilous. The chance 
wasy that, in the appalling novelty of the 
circumstances, he might have caught the 
infection of her panic, in which case it is 
likely that both must have perished* She 
now screamed with terror, though without 
hope of calling any one to her assistance* 
To her amazement, the scream was an- 
swered by a whistle from above, of a tone 
80 clear and shrill, that it was heard even 
amid the noise of the waterfall. 

In this moment of terror and perplexity, 
a humsln face, black, and having grizzled 
hair hanging down over the forehead and 
cheeks, and mixing with moustaches and a 
beard of the same colour, and as much 
matted and tangled, looked down on them 
from a broken part of the rock above. 
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" It is The Enemy ?' said the boy, who 
had nearly become incapable of supporting 
ILady Staunton. 

' «• No, no,** she exclaimed, inaccessible 
to supernatural terrors, and restored to the 
presence of mind of which she had beeii 
deprived by the danger of her situation', 
** it is a man— for God's sake, my friend; 
help us!" 

The face glared at them, but made no 
answer ; in a second or two afterwards, an- 
other, that of a young lad, appeared beside 
the first, equally swart and begrimed, but 
having tangled blaclc hair, descending in 
elf locks, which gave an air of wildness and 
ferocity to the whole expression of the 
countenance. Lady Staunton repeated her 
entreaties, clinging to the rock with more 
energy, as she found that from the super- 
stitious terror of her guide he became in- 
capable of supporting her. Her words 
were probably drowned in the roar of the 
falling stream, for, though she observed 
the lips of the younger being whom she 
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aopplic^tlpd S90ve as he spoke ia r^pfy, not 
a word reached her ear. 

A moDieot afterwards it appeared be had 
i^t mistaken the nature pf her supplica- 
tioDy whichf indeed, w^is easy to be unden- 
lAood from her situation i^nd gestures. The 
jpungfBr apparition disappeared^ ^d imroe- 
<)iately after lowered a ladder of twisted 
osiers^ about eight feet in length^and made 
^gnst tp David to hold it fast while the 
l)idy ascended* Despair gives courage, and 
finding herself in this fearful predicament. 
Lady Staunton did not hesitate to risk, the 
wceqt by. the precarious itieans which* this 
jacpommodatAon afforded ;Aand, carefully a9- 
siistedi by the person who had thus provi- 
dentially come to her aid, she reached the 
summit in safety. She did not» however, 
even look around her until she saw her 
nephew lightly and' actively follow her ex- 
amplci although there was now no one to 

hold the ladder fast. When she saw him 

» < 

,aa^ she looked sound, and. could. not help 



shoAAetUkg at the ^pltce atid' eimfpany' ia 
which she found henelf. 

Tliey were on a sort of platform di rock^ 
surrounded on every side b5F pfedpk^es^'or 
overhanging cliA, ai^twfakhit woukltbate 
been scaree possible ib^ any rese^efr^to 
have disoovttedt as it did tibtfftimto be 
commanded by any aecessible^ p<!Kfti<lMi.' It 
was partly cov«ed 1^ a huge ^fragment «f 
stojoe, whiefa,' having fallen from^tbe elfift; 
above» had been inteiitifepted 1^ mhiers in 
its descent, and jammed so aslO'sMve #r 
a sloping 96ef to the finrtlim part IMf the 
Inroad shelf or platfcMrm on wiiieh tfa^y Moeid. 
A quant^ of withered moss and leM^ 
strewed beneath this rude and wretefaMfd 
shelter^ shewed the lairs, — they cotM it#t 
be termed the bed8i--^f those in4m» dwelt 
in this ey rie» for it deserved' no odi^ nitliit. 
Of these, two were before Lady StaimtM. 
One, the same who h^d affi>rded such tiniK^ 
assistance, stood upright before theini a taA, 
laUiy, young savi^ ; Im dress a^4attaftfi 
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yAaid a«d.'philftbisgb 9o skMieSi no 8toelring8» 
no hat or bonnet, the place of tl 
sapfiied by hiabair twitted aod 
the gUibe of the ancieet wild Iriabt and, 
like tbeirsy forining a Mtunl thklnet, stout 
^EMHigh to bear off: the cut of a «irosd. Yet 
ilie eyes of the lad wece keee and apark* 
liag } his geature.firee and noble^ like that 
of all savages. He took little notice of Da^* 
vid Btttler^ bttt gazed with wonder on Lady 
Skauntoni as a being diffexeot probably in 
dttssy and wpeiior in beautyt to apy 'thing 
he had ever beheld. The old mms^ whosp 
fsioe they had fimt seen, remained reoon* 
bent in the same post we. as when he had 
fiiat looked down on them, only his &oo 
VMS turned towards them as he hiy and 
looked up with a lasy and listless apathy, 
which belied the general expression >of his 
drnlf^ and rUgged features* .He .seemed 
a veiy Odl man^ bttt< was^searce better chid 
than* the youngo; He had oa a loose Xiow^ ^ 
Ind great coat, and ragged tartaa trews or 
pantaloons. 

N2 
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All atdutid todkedl mtgiAuly wMd and 
unpropkious. Beoeath the brow of the 
incumbeBt rook wm a charcoil fir«» ^n 
which there was' a still workttg, mUk bel- 
lows, piiiceri, hamiieffs* a moveable am^l, 
and other smith's tools } three guns^^ wkh 
two, or thnee saoks and barrels^ were dis- 
posed against the wall of rock, under shel- 
ter of the silperincumbent crag ; a 4irk 
and two swords, and a Loehaber^axe, lay 
scattered around the fire, of which the red 
glare cast a ruddy tinge on the precipitous 
foam and mist of the cascade. The lad, 
-when be had satisfied his curiosity with 
staring at Lady Staunton, fetched an earth- 
en jar and a horn cup, into which he p<mr- 
ed some spirits, ap(»rently hot firom the 
itiil, and offered them suceesiiv^ to the 
lady and 1 to the boy. Both declined, and 
tiie young savi^ quaffed off the draught, 
which' could not amount to less than three 
ordinary glasses. He then fetched an- 
other ladder from the comer of the cavern, 
if it could be termed so, adjusted it against 
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H^e Imiml^ne todc, ^wiiidi wrvad as a 
noofy and« made signs for the ladjr to as- 
ceod'it wtulehe hcM it faM below. She 
dHd soji and foufid hersetf on the top of a 
. braad rodc^ near the btink of tbt chasm in- 
to which the brook : pi^cipttates itself. . She 
could aee-the erest of the torrent flong loose 
down the rock like the mane of a wild horse, 
Imt'Witbdnt having any view of the lower 
platform tt€m which she had isscended. . 

David was not-sirffered'to mount so: easi- 

. ]f ; the iad, from sport or love of miscUef, 

' shook the ladder a good deal as .he ascend- 

^ ed^ and seemed to enjoy the terror of yoong 

Butler, so that, wben^hey had both come 

up, they loek^ on each other with no 

.iriendly eyes% Neither^ however, spoke. 

The yoimg caird, or tinker,, wtgypsey* with 

a good deal of attention; assisted Lady 

i SlanntOB up /a very penloiia, ascent*, which 

<8he had stsU to aicocmter, «gd tfaey wiere 

Jblfowed by David Btitiw, uttttll alh three 

.stood dear of the ra)rine» on the side^ of a 

V mountain, whose sides* were covered: with 



s 
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hetthet aad shrMta of itoie ahiiig)^. .flo 
narrow was the chanii out of* which/tiM^ 
ascended, that^ unleas wImsi -tliey were on 
the very- verge» the eye pasaed to the other 
side without pereetfing the ex wtmc e 0B a 
rent so fearful, and nothing was seen of die 
cararact, though its deep hoarse voice was 
stiU heard* 

Lady Stannton, freed from the danger 
of rock and river, had now a new tidbge^ 
of anxiety. Her two guides confronted 
each other with angry comtenanees ; t^r 
David, ihough younger by two yeara at 
least, and nnidi shortw, was a alotttt weU- 
set, and very bold boy* 

^ You are the Uack-eoa^s son of Knodc- 
tarKtie,*' said the yoimg caird } ^* if you 
come here agnini PU pitch yon down the 
linn like a foot^balL'' 

<< Ay, lad, ye aw very short to be srie 
lang,** retorted young Butler undanntod^r, 
and measuring Itts opponent's height witfi 
an undismayed eye j '< I am thioking you 
are a gillie of Bhck Donacha J if you cone 




damn the gl^, we% aho^l you Hte a fnid 

• ** Yoi» may tril your fkthetj** said the hdi 
^ that the leaf on the timber is the lasfc be 
sball 8ee*-4Vire will hae andods for the mis- 
ofakf he haa done to tia.^' 

^ I hepe rhe wM, Iwe «to see mtmy sha- 
mers^ and do ye mudcle mair^'* answer^ 
Davtd. 

Mora laight-faave passed, but Lady Staua- 
toft stepped between them witfa^ her purse 
in her.haad^ and, taking out a guinea^ of 
whieh it oontained several^ TJaible tlurough 
the net^work, as wdl as somesilver ia the 
cqf>po8ite end, offered it to the curd* 

^ The white siller, iady-^the white siller,'* 
said the young savage^ to whom the vahie 
of gold waa probaUy unknown.- 

Xiady Staunton poured what silver she 
had into his hand, and the juvenile savage 
snatched it greedily, aiul made a Mrt of 
half inclination of acknowledgment and 
adieu* 
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' ^ Let U8 make haste aow, Xady Staim« 
ton," said David, ^* for there will be Htlle 
peace with tfaem sfavee tbe}^ bae 9eeii your 
purse/' 

They hurried on as fast as they could'; 
but they had not descended the htii a hun- 
dred yands or two before they 4Mnrd af hal- 
loo behind them, and looking back, saw 
both the old man and the young one ptH*- 
suing them with great speed, the former 
with a gun on his shoulder. Veiy forta- 
nately, at this moment a sportsman, a game- 
keeper of the Duke, who was engs^d m 
stalking deer, appmred on the iace of the 
hill. The handtilB stopped on seetng him, 
and Lady Stanntoft hastehadto p«t herself 
uMer his,|>rotectiom He readily gwte them 
his escort home, and it required his alldeftic 
fbrm and loaded rifle to restore to the lady 
her usuil confidence/ and courage. . 

Dotisdd iisteried with much gravity <to 
*tiie account erf* dieir ad venteire;. and an- 
swered with great composure to David's re- 



)>eated eiMiuiries^ whether he could have 
Buspect^d that the cairds had been, lurking 
there : " In teed. Master Tavie, I might hae 
had some guess that they were there, or 
thereabout, thqugh maybe I had nane. But 
I am atten on the hill ; and they are like 
wasps-— they stang only them that fashes 
them ; sae, for my part» 1 make a point 
not to see them, unless I were ordered out 
on the preceese errand by MacCallummore 
or Knockdunder, whilk is a clean different 
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They reached the Manse late ; and Lady 
Staunton, who had suffered much both from 
fright and fatigue, never suffered her love 
of the picturesque to carry her so far among 
the mountains without a stronger escort 
than David, though she acknowledged he 
had won the stand of colours by the intre- 
pidity he had displayed, so soon as assured 
he had to do with an earthly antagonist* ** I 
couldna, maybe, hae made muckie o' a bar« 
gain wi' yon iang callant,'' said David, when 
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thus compUmenttd 6« bis valour ; << b»t 
when ye deal wi' thae folk> it's tyne heart 
tyuea'," 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



■ . ■ ■■ II What AM you tben^ , 

TbitC bath bq cowarded and chased your blood. 
Out of appearance? 

Stntf tkeF^ 



' t 






• ' . • / ' . . . M 



W£ aro under die -peteaisify of retiunf ilg 
to Edmburgby wbere^ the Qenbral i Assem- 
bly WM now sitting* It is weU kniawn^ that 
some Scottish noUeman is usually deputed 
ftS'Htgfa Commissioner, to represent the 
person of the King in this convocation ; 
that he has allowances for the purpose of 
maintaining a certain outward show and 
solemnity, and supporting the hospitality 
of the representative of Majesty. Whoever 
is distinguished by rank, or office, in or 
near the capital, usually attend the morn- 
ing levees of the Lord Commissioner, and 



906 TALB8 or MT U^PIMB* ' 

walk with him in procession to the place 
where the Assembly meets. 

The nobleman who held this office chan^ 
ced to be particularly connected with Sir 
George Stauntpn, avi} it wsks in his train 
that he ventured to tread the High-Street 
of Edinburgh for the first time since the fa- 
tal night of Porteous's execution. Walking 
at the , right-band of the representative of 
Sovereignty, covered with lace and embroi* 
deryt and with all diepar^>haroalia«f wie^lth 
and rank^ the handsome tbou^ wasted form 
of the English strainer attracted all eyes. 
Who coold have recogbimd in a Jbrm so 
aristocratic the plebeian convict^ t^t» dis- 
guised in the ragi^ or^ Madge Wi)d&fe» bad 
led the formidable rioters to. their des- 
tined revenge t There was no possibilil^ 
that this could happen, eveii if any of 
hi") ancient acquaintaiicest a race of men 
whose lives are so brief, had happened. to 
survive the span commouly allotted tQ evil 
doers. Besides^ the wfacAe^ aSair. htA long 
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fallen asleep, ^vith the angry passions in 
which it originated. Nothing is more cer- 
tain than that persons known to have had 
a share in tliat formidable riot^ and to 
have fled from Scotland on that account^ 
had made money abroad, returned to en« 
joy it in their native country, and lived 
and died undisturbed by the law.* The 
forbearance o( the magistrate was in these 
instances wise, certainly, and just ; for 
what good impression could be made on 
the public mind by punishment, when the 
memory of the offence was obK'-erated, and 
all that was remembered was the recent in- 
offensive, or perhaps exemplary conduct of 
the sufferer ? 

Sir George Staunton might, therefore, 
tread the scene of his former audacious ex* 
ploits, free from the apprehension of the 
law, or even of discovery or suspicion. 
But with what feelings his heart that day 
throbbed, must be lefl to those of the 



* See Amot's Criminal Trials, 4to ed. p. 2$5, 
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reader to imagine. It was an object of 
no common interest which bad brought 
him to encounter so many painful remem- 
brances. 

In consequence of Jeanie^s letter to Lady 
. Staunton, transmitting the confession, he 
had visited the town of Carlisle, and had 
found Archdeacon Fleming still alive^ by 
whom that confession had been received. 
This reverend gentleman, whose character 
stood deservedly very high, he so far ad- 
mitted into his confidence, as to own him- 
self the father of the unfortunate infant 
which had been spirited away by Madge 
Wildfire, representing the intrigue as a 
matter of juvenile extravagance on his own 
part, for which he was now auxioua to 
atone, by tracing, if possible, what had be- 
come of the child. After some recollecticm 
of the circumstances, the clergyman was 
able to call to memory, that the unhappy 
woman had written a letter to George 
Staunton, Esq. younger. Rectory, Willing- 
ham, by Grantham ; that he had forward- 
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ed it to the address accordingly, and that 
it had been returned, with a note from the 
Reverend Mr Staunton, Rector of Willing, 
ham, saying, he knew no sUch person as 
him to whom the letter was addressed. 
As this had happened just at the time when 
George bad, for the last time, absconded 
from his father's house to carry off Efiie, 
he was at no loss to account for the cause 
of the resentment, under the influence of 
which his fathjsr had disowned him* This 
was another instance in which his ungo- 
vernable temper had occasioned his mis- 
fortune ; had he remained at Willingbam 
but a few days longer, he would have re- 
ceived Margaret Murdockson's letter, in 
which was exactly described the person 
and haunts of the woman, Annaple Bail2ou, 
to whom she had parted with the infant 
It appeared that Meg Murdockson had 
been induced to make this confession, less 
from any feelings of contrition, than from 
the desire of obtaining, through George 
Staunton or his father's means^ protection 
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and sifpport for her daughter Madge* Her 
letter to George Staunton saidj << That, 
>vbile the writer lived, her daughter wq/li)c1 
have needed nought from any body, and 
that she would never have meddled in 
these affairs^ except to pay back the ill 
that George had done Xq her and hers. 
But she; was to ; die, and her daughter 
would be destitute, and without reason to 
guide her. She had .lived in the world 
long enough to know that people did no^ 
thing for nothing ;— so she h^d told George 
Staunton all he could wish to know about 
his wean, in hopes he would ijot see the 
demented young creature he liad ruined 
perish for want. As for her motives for 
not telling them sppneri she had a. long 
account to reckon for in the next world, 
and she would reckon for that tpQ." 

The clergyman said^ thait.Meg had died 
in the same despj^rate state of nuind, occa^ 
^ionfiUy expressing soirc regret about the 
child which was lost, but.oftener sorrow 
that the mother had not beep haoged— 
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facF ttiml atiOncie a <;hao9 pf guUt^ ragot 
and apprefaeoston fot hei* daughter's fint^ire 
safety ;**--tfaiit iostinettve fueling of parent^ 
afaxiety which she had in conitn'on with 
the she-wolf and.lionessp being the last 
shade of kindly affection thjat occupied a 
toeast equally savage* 

The melancholy catastrophe of Madge 
Wildfire was obcaftioned by her taking the 
confusion erf' her mother's execution, as s£^ 
fording an opportunity of leaving the work- 
house, to which the clergyman had sent herj 
anci presenting herself to tl)e mob in their 
fury, to perish in the way we have already 
teen. When Dr Fleming found the convict's 
letter was returned from Lincolnshire, he 
w^ote .to. a friend in JBdinburgh, to enquire 
ibto the fate, of the unfortunate girl whose 
child had been stolen, and was informed 
byhi$ correspondent, that she had been par* 
doneiil;, ^nd that, with all her family, she had 
]PiSUd(e4 to ^mn distant part of Scotland^, or 
left the kidgdom/entireiy*. And here tHe 



matter re&ted^'untall/ at Sit ^terge Stem* 

toti'dapplication^theblergyoiain idokjed aitf^ 

ai^ produced Margaret iMordotiksonfs ie^ 

turned letter, and tbe'othiirikieraotaada 

vhich he ]^ad kept concerning the aibin* 

Whatever might be Sir .Oeorge Stami* 

ton's feeh'ngs in ripping uijp this pis^iahie 

history, and listening to (be iragkal fate of 

(he unhappy girl whom he had ruined, he 

bad so much of his andent wilfulness of 

disposition left> as to ^hnt his^eyea on every 

thing, save the prospect Which teemed to 

open itself of recovering his son. It wm 

true it would be difficult to jprod.uce him, 

without telling much more of the history of 

his birth, and the misfortunes of his parents^ 

than it was prudent to make k^own. But 

let him otice be found, attd, beidg^ f ouiadt 

let him but prove worthy^of hia father's 

protection, and many way(^ might ^bd faUQn 

upon to avoid such risk. Sir Oeoi^ Jtaui^ 

ton was at liberty to adopt him-as^tiilPliskv 

if he pleased, without communic^titi^ Ibe 

9 
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trccrctof biflflSrtjb; or an act of parliament 
fliligbt he obtadiied, declaring him kgitimate, 
ttpfd aMowin^ him tlie nanre atid arms of his 
iitkiet* He wa^ indeed, already a legiti- 
mate ^ild according to the law of Scot* 
kmd,ib5»;;the sdbseqtient marriage of his pa- 
¥efits> "Wilful in every thing, Sir George's 
scte dewrc now was to see this son, even 
shbiild his recovery bring with it a new 
sftnKd'pf niiistrorftmes, as dreadful as tl^ose 
vilbieh! followed^ cm bis being lost 
M(Bdt)^be»e ^as the youth wbo might 
eyimtniWy fee called to the honours and . 
estates of this ancient family ? On what 
|«atk was he iK^andei'ing, and shrouded hy 
what toean diisguise f Did he gain his pre- 
eartous bread by some petty trade, by me- 
nii^ t^il, by violencfe, or by tiieft ? These 
w«ife -questions on which Sir George's anxi- 
ous 'investigations could" obtain no liglit. 
Mwiy lefrieinbered tftat Annaple Bailzou 
wandered tliro^h the country as a beggar 
tii^ fiMrtime-teller, or spae-wife*--some re- 
membei^e^ tb^ she had been seen with an 

VOL. IV. O 
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infant in 1787 or nm, Imf^i^^^ifeihm 
ten years^ she had tot itm^tAihht 4^ 
trict } ^nd that sb^ had been hc^rd to Ba,y 
she i¥as gomg to 4 dt9taB[t (>ait of Scodiuld^ 
of which countJy ^e was . ft natiview .T0 
ScoUapd» th^t^fpre, came JSifGe^tgeStifuii?* 
ton, having parted with Iris kdyM GiM- 
gow^ and his amval at Edinburgh h^ifpfsn*- 
ii)g to cQincide with the stttiiig of the Oc- 
nerd Assembly of the JKii^, hits acqwmU 
ance with .the nobl«tni»lnii(wh07 held tbfe dfv 
jiceof Lord High Gomiiiissianef fiifcedMm 
more into public than^itedeitfterhisjYiewa 
or incliniitioins* \ « - 

At the public table of ,^i$ nciMeAi8&; 
Sir George StauBtop'was< placed oext !bo a 
clergyman of respec^ble ajp^ea^rice, and 
well-bred, though pla;n demeanour^: whose 
name he discovered to be Buitlen |t Imd 
been no part pC Sjiti Geof]^!9.pIaa tortake 
bis br(Aher-in-]aw infit) hi9 qonfiAraee^ aad 
he had rejoiced e^eedingfy. ib kbe.aflso^ 
ranees he received from hLs.wife, thali Mm 
Butler, the very soul of mt^^t^ asd Jbo? 
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nouri had never su£fefed tfaeaccooat he had 
given of himself at Willijaghatn Rectory to 
'transpires even to her husband. But he was 
liot sorry to have an opportunity to con- 
verse with so near a connection, without 
being known to him, aod to form a judg» 
ment of his character and understanding. 
He saw mueh, and heard more» to raise 
Butler very high in his opinion. He found 
be was generally respected by those of his 
own profession, as well as by the laity who 
had seats in the Assembly. He had made 
several puUic appearances in the Assem- 
bly» ilistinguished by good sense^ candour, 
and ability ; and he was followed and ad^- 
mired as a sound, and, at the same time} 
an eloquent preacher. 

This- was all very satisfactory to Sir 
George Staunton's prid^ which had revolt* 
^ at the idea of his wife's sister bekig oU 
scurely married. He now began, on the 
cqintrary, to think the CQuneetion so much 
better than he expected, that, if it should 
be necessary to acknowledge it, in conse- 
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quence of the recovery of his son, it would 
sound well enough that Lady Staunton had 
a sister, who, in the decayed state of the 
family, had married a Scottish clergyman, 
liigh in the opinion of hts counttymen, and 
a leader in the church. 

It was with these feelings, that, 3Rrhen 
the Lord High Commissioner's company 
broke up, Sir Greorge Staunton, under pre«* 
tence t)f prolonging some enquiries con-^ 
cerning the constitution of the Church of 
Scotland, requestec^ Butler to go home to 
his lodgings in the Lawn*Market, and drink 
dr cup of coffee. Butler agreed to wait up- 
on him, providmg ^Sir George would per- 
init him, in ^a^sing, to call at a friend's 
house where be resided, and make bis apo- 
logy for not coming to partake her tea. 
They proceeded op the High-Street, en- 
tered the Krames, and passed the Begging- 
box, placed to remind those at liberty -of 
ihe distresses of the poor prisoners. Sir 
George paused there one instant, and next 
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day a L^iSiO note was found in that^ recept- 
acle for public charity. 

When be came up to Butler again, he 
found him with his eyes fixed on the en^ 
fradce of the Tolbooth, and apparently iii 
deep thought. 

<* That seems a very strong door,** said 
Sir George, l^ way of saying somethitig. - 

«^ It is 80^ siTf^ said Butleri turning off 
tod beginning to walk forward, •^^ bdt it 
was fny misfortune at one timte to see it 
prove greatly too weak " 

At thisi moment, looking at his compa* 
^jon^ he asked him whether he felt him- 
self ill, and Sir George Staunton admitted, 
that he had been so foolish as to eat ice, 
which sometimes disagreed with him. ^With 
kind officiousness, that would not be gaiur 
sayed, and ere he could find out where he 
was going, Butler hurried Sir George into 
the friend's house, near to the prison, in 
which he himself had lived since he i^ame 
to town, being indeed no other than that 
6£our old friend Baitholine Saddletree, in 
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which Lady Staunton had served i. short 
noviciate as a shop^maid. This recollec* 
tion rushed oh her husband's mind» and 
the blosh of shame which it excited over-* 
powered the siensation of fear which had 
produced his former paleness. Good Mrs 
Saddktree^ however, bustled about to re- 
ceive the rich English baronet as the friend 
of Mr Butler^ and requested an elderfy fe« 
male in a black gown to sit stfil, in d w&y 
which seened to imply a widi, that she 
would clear the way for her betters. In 
the meanwhile, understanding the state 
of the case, she ran to get some cordial 
waters;, sovereign, of course, in all cases of 
faintishness whatsoever. During her ab« 
^ence, , her visitor, the female in blacky 
made some progress out of the room, And 
might have left it altogether, had she not 
stumbled it the threshold, so near Sir 
George Steunton, that he, in point of ci* 
vility, raised her and assisted her to the 
door. 
« Mrs Porteous is turned very doited 
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n(W^ ptiit bildy/' said Mrs Saddletfee, a^ 
*shfe^ r^urn^J Svitlh her bottle in her hand— 
'^'Sfae is no sae auld, but she got a sair 
back-cast wi'^he slaughter o' her husband 
—Ye had some trouble about that job, 
IMFr Butler,— I think, sir," to Sir George, 
«* ye had better drink oqt the haill glass, 
for to iatty ten ye Ibok want than wheil ye 
came in^" 

And indeed he gre# a^ pale as a corp^, 
on recoBecling who it was that his arm had 
80 lately supported — the widow whom he 
bad so large a share in making such. 

* It is a prescribied job that"case of Por« 
teous now," said old Saddletree,^ who was 
conjfiified to his iJhair by the gout—** clean 
prescribed and out of date." 

« I am not clear of that, neighbour," 
said Plumdamus, ** for I have heard them 
say twenty years should rin, and this is 
but the fifty-ane— -Porteous's mob was in 
thretty-^ven." 

«• Yell no t«ach me law, I think, neigh- 



3:20 tAI^ES OF MY I«AK0JLORObc 

hour — me that has four jivuq |^i^^v^4 
might hae had fpurteen^ >a ^t hadt^^^f^u 
the gudewifp. I tell ye if the fo^efnost of the 
Porteous-mob were standing thece^bf^e 
that gentleman stands, the Kiqg'sfi A(^;0* 
cate wadna meddlQ wi* him-^it f^i^^qn^ier 
the pegative prescription,'* 

*< Haud your din, caries/' saifi Mra Saii- 
dletree, ^* and let the gentleman sit ^^a 

aQ(} get a dish of teV' la^. 

But Sir Geojrge bad b^d q^i^^f^ji^Q^Hg^ .of 
their conversation $ and jSutler^ at bia r^ 

4 

quest, made an apology , to Mrs Saddletreei 
and accompanied him to' bis.J^dgiitgs. 
Here they fouad anoth^r £P^t;' waiting Sir 
Qeorge Stauntoii^s leturo* /This wa^ no 
other than omr reader's old aqqu^intance 
Ratcliffe. » / 

This man had exercised the 'offiqe^afltuni* 
key with so much vigilanceg^ acutenes^i and 
fidelity, that he gradually rose :to be gc^ 
vernor, or captain of the Tolbootb, .And 
it is yet remembered, fn traidi^ipQ*^ tjbat 
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young men, who father sought amusing 
than select society in theii? merry meet- 
ings, used' sometimes to request Riitcliffe^ ' 
conipanyi in* ordei? that he might regale 
them with legends of his extraordinary, 
i^ats in the way of robbery and escape.* 
But he. lived and* died' without resuming 
his original vocation^ otherwise than in his. 
natratives over a bottle.. 

Under these circumstances, he had been 
recommended to Sir George Staunton by 41 
man of the law in Edinburgh, as a person 
ifkely to answer /any questions he might. 
bav.e toask. about Annaplb Baiizou,' who^ 



i^'- 



* There seems an anachronism in the history df this 
person. llatcKffe, among other escapes from justice, 
ifras released by die Pprteoiis-ntob when - under sen-^ 
t«nce of death. And he. was again* under the same px^EH 
dicameot when ti^e Highland^ ,aa^ a.Bimilar jail 
delivery in 1 7^5. . He was too. sincere a wjbig to em- 
1[}race liberation at the hsndt of the Jacobites, md m 
reward Was made one of the keepers of th^ Tolbootb*. 
SoMle*str«nd a cohstaat tradlliim. < '' 



« ■ / 
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according to the colour which jSir George 
Stauntoo gave to bis cause of enquiry, was 
supposed to have stolen a child in the west 
of England, belonging to. a family in which 
1^ was interested. The gentleman had not 
mentioned his name, but only his official 
title ; so tliat Sir George Stattnton, when 
told that the C9pt»in of the Tolbooth waa 
waiting for him in his parlour, had no idea 
of* me6tirig his former acquaintance Jem 
Eatcli£fe» 

•f This^ theref<H«,. was anodier sew and 
most unpleasant surprise, for he had no 
difficulij in. recollecting this niaa'a remark* 
able features. The change, however^ from 
George Robertson to Sir George Staun- 
ton, baffled even the penetration of Rat« 
cliffet and he hawed very low to the baro- 
net and his gUMt^ hoping Mr Bullar woold 
excuse his rfccdHecting that he was an old 
acquaintance. 

" And i?nce gendered myyiHe a piece of 
great service,'' said&fo Bntkr, ^< for which 
she sent you a toka of grateful acknow* 

10 
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led^en't^ which I hope came safe and Was 
welooneJ" ' 

<< De'il a doubt onV said Ratcliffe, with 
a knowing nod ; ** but je are muckle chan« 
ged for the better since I saw ye, Maister 
Butler." . 

^' So much S0| that I wonder jou knew 
me*" ' 

« Aha, then i— De'il a face I see I ever 
forget/', said Ratcliffe ; while Sir <}eorge 
Stanaton, tied to the stake, and incapable 
of 'escaping, fnternally ctirsed the accuracy 
of has noetiiory. *vAnd yet, sometimes,*' 
(^ontHMied RatcUfie, ** the sharpest hand 
wilt be ta'«i in. There is a face in this 
very raoin, it 1 might presume to be sae 
bauld, that if I didoa ken the honourable 
person it belangs to-^I might think it 
bad some cast of an auld acquamtance.'' 
i><il should not be much flslttered,'\ an- 
swered the Baronet sternly, and roused by 
the dskin whtbh he saw himself placed, 
<< if it is to m6 you oiean to apply that 
complimeat." 



' ** By no mannef of jinean5». w^,iis^&di 
Ratcliffe, bowing very low ; *< I iiu coixie 
to receive your hotiptur^s commands^ and 
no to trouble your honour wi^ my poof ob^ 
servatiojw."* : , 

" Well, sir," said Sir George, ", Jiaim 
told you understand ppQitce<maJttersr-<-Sd do 
L-*-To convince you of which, here are 
ten gOineas of retaining f«et-rl makeJtbem 
fifty when you can find. me. certain no^ce 
0{ a person^ living or dead, vihom ytmrnSl 
find described in that pbper.^^-^I.shallf leave 
town ipresently-~y ou may send.ywir Writ* 
ten answer to me to the care of Mr .. u ^'^ 
(naming his highly respectable (igenU)!^ <*. op 
of his Grace the Lord High CamoussioncW^ 
Ratclifle bowed and withdrew; * • / ^ «^ 

" I have angered the proud peat now^*^< 
he said to himself, *Vby finding out a like«^: 
ness— ^but if Geotge Eobiettson^d fatheribad 
lived within a mile of bisjaothar,, d^-^ jne* 
if I should not know what to* think,: <i^ 4» 
higb as he carries liis- head,** . o. < 1 ^ t. 

When he was left alone with Butler,. Sir 

» 

2 



THE H£A3« '0mtIfl.L(W«IAN. ^25 

QcD*ge 'Staitnton orderecf tea and coffee, 
whicft'wfefe brbuglit by Ills valet, and ttien, 
after considering with himself for a minute, 
a'ski^d his guest whether he !iad lately heard 
from his wife and family. Butler, with 
8r6tne surprise at the qUestioti, replied, *♦ that 
hfe had teceired no tetter for some time ; 
his* wife was a poor pen-Woman.'*^ 

^ Then,** said Sir George Staunton^ «' I 
am the first to inform you there has been 
ah.ihVaskm of yoiir quiet premises since 
yoix left home. My wife, whom the puke 
of 'Argyle had the goodness to permit to use 
Roseneath -Lodge, white she was spend- 
iiig some weeks in your country, has sallied 
aci'oss and taken up her quarters Tn the 
Mansei as she siays, to be nearer the goats, 
who^e milk she is using ; but t believe, in 
redfty^ because she prefers Mrs Butler's 
company to that of the respectable gentle- 
man who acts as seneschkl' oil' the Duke's 
domains.** ' 

Mr Butler •* had dflen heard the Ikte 
Duke and the present speak with high re- 
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spect of Lady Stauntoo^ and was happy if 
his house could accojoamodate any friead of 
theirs — it would be but a very slight, ac- 
knowledgment of the many favours he owed 
them/' 

'* That 4oes not make Lady Stauntoa. 
and myself the less ob%ed to your bospi- 
tality, sir," said Sir George. /V May I 
enquire if you think of returning home 
soon?" ..... 

" In the course of two days•*^ JVIr^Butler 
sftid, <' his duty in the Assembly would be 
ended ; and the other matters he had in 
town being all finished,, he was desirous of 
returning to Dumbartonshfre as ^oonas be. 
cpuld — but He was ^nder .tJbje.iiqq^gsity of. 
transporting a oppsi^erable sugi ia. bilb 
and monpyr^ith bipf and therefcure wi^ed. 
tO'irayel in. company with one or two of; 
his brethren of the dergy/' » , , 

"My esqortwiU be more safe," . ffaifl ^^^ ; 
George Staunton, <<and I think of setting off ^ 
to-morrow or ne^t day.-^If yi>a will g^ve nae 
the {Measure of your company I will un* 
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dertake to deliver you and your charge safe 
at the Manse, provided you will admit me 
along with you.". 

Mr Butler gratefully accepted of this 
proposal ; the appointment was made ac« 
cordingly, and by dis{>atches with one of* 
Sir George's servants^ who was sent for- 
ward for the purpose, the inhabitants of 
the Manse of Knocktarlitie were made ac- 
quainted with the intended journey ; and 
the news rung through the whole vicinity, 
<< that the mihister was coming bact^ wi' a 
braw English gentleman, and a' the sil- 
ler that was to pay for the estate of Craig**' 
sture.** 

lt>is sudden resolution of going to Knock- 
tarlitie had been . adopted by Sir George 
Staunton, in consequence at the incidents 
(^ the evening. In spite of his present " 
consequence, he felt he. had presumed too * 
far in venturing so near the scene of bis ^ 

* « « * 

former audacidus acts of violence, and he ' 
knew, from past experience, the acuteiiess 
of a man like Ratcliffe^ too wdl again to* 



eocounter him^ The next two dayd he! 
kept bis lodgings^'umler pretence cfin^k* 
position, and took leave, by writings of hi^^ 
noblc' friend, the High .Commi^rniei^ al« 
leging the opportunity: of Mr Butlei^s com* 
pi^ny as a i:eason for leaving Edinburgh, 
sooner, tban^ he had proposed. He had d* 
long; conference vrith his agept oii the sub* 
jeci of Ajinaple Bailzon ^ andi the pndfes* 
s^nal gentlenrapy who was: the s^ent^ also- 
of the Argyle famijly, had directions to coU 
lect all the information which RatcVfie of 
othm miglit be abjjs to* obi;ain' concerning: 
the fatp of that^amanr^nd thawifbrtuiiiite' 
child, and, so soon as any thing transpired? 
which, faa(i tl^ hast appearaipce of being 
important,: that' he shouVl^^^ an express* 
v^i^ it iifstaotiy to KnoelUar^i^ie. Tbeae- 
i^struiqtiops^ w|erer back^ with is^d^pyjlt. o€ 
i^onoyf and a^ request thajb no expeocd) 
n^ight be spared ^:So that Sir Q^rge^tatiQ«. 
tQi) Iiad little reason to :af}^l>r^bend «egU^ 
gj^ce onthe part of the pe|so;^8r>eo|riMledj 
witK the co(mmi/ssion.. 
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The jfiurney, whioh tiie bccKibsrs mad^ in 
cofiopanyv ^as attended with more pleasure^ 
even to Sir Geor-ge StauntOQt than he had 
ventured to expect His heart lightened 
in 9pite of himfl[eU* when they lost sight o£ 
EdfiD^bnirgb ; and the easy» swsible Gonvei> 
sation of. Butler was well csdculated to 
withdraw his tbo^ghts from pfdnful reflec« 
tions. He even began to think whether 
.t))m*e>90uid be much difficulty in removing 
Jajis wifeV «(q^necti0O9 to the. Rectory of 
Wi^iagbwii;:;it;.was only on his pddrt pro- 
<fUnug sQwe sti^U better preferment for the 
:gvsfiixt iQoumbenjI;, and on Butler's, that 
Jflp[shoul4 take ordcirs according to the Eng^ 
)jsh chui^^tbn tOtjwbich he. could not oooceive 
a poaiibility of his making objectioa, and 
then he had them residing .under his wing. 
No doubt tliyere wa^ pain, in seeing Mrs 
B^er^ wqftmtf^^M h^e knew her to be, 
witii t))^;itldl tfal;h of his evil . history*-*. 
But. then h«r sileno^i though be had no 
reason to complain of her indiscretion hi« 
tl}C!rtp» was still more.alftQlateljr j^nwred* 
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It would ^k^epi) is Uily» kiso, both ii> good 
temper MAih tnofe Bubjecttovi, for she was 
sometiilieft troubtedome to him, by insisting 
oil remainifig in town when he desh^ed to 
retire to the country, alleging the total 
^wAt of ^Gfockty at Willingham. ^* M^Ofi, 
your sister is tbere^'' Mrouid, he thought^ 
be a sufficicfit answer to this ready argu- 
nnent. 

H6 soarvded Butkr ott fhir sKi^i^t^ irsk. 
ing what he wouM think of an English if. 
i^ng of twelve hundred pounds y^JMlj, with 
the burthen of affording his company now 
and l^en to a neighbour whose health was 
not s^ong, or hh e^iiitis equal. ** He 
m^ht mtttf"" he said, <« o^eatrioBaUy^ a 
very Jearoed and accomplished gentlemio^ 
who was in orders as a Catholic priest, but 
he hoped thi^ would be no insurmowitable 
ofc^eotion to a man of bis liberality of aen^^ 
timent. What,'^ he said, ^* would Mr But« 
kr think of as an answer, if tbe oSdt ahoidd 
be made to him r ' '■ . ' 

^ Simply that I could not accept Of it^"^ 
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said Mr Batter. ^* I have no tnind to en- 
ter into the various debates between the 
churchea ; but I was brought up in mine 
own, have received her ordination, am sa^ 
tisfied of the truth of her doctrines^ and 
will die under the banner I have enlisted 
to/' 

^ What may be the value of your prefer^ 
ment P' said Sir George Staunton, ^ unless 
I am asking an indiscreet question.'' 

^* Probably, one hundred a-year, one year 
with another, besides my glebe and pasture* 
grounds" 

^ And you scruple to exchange that for 
twelve* hundred a-year, without alleging 
any damning difference of doctrine betwixt 
the two churches of England and Scot* 
land r 

<< On that, sir, I have reserved my judg- 
ment ; there may be much good, and there 
are certainly saving means in both, but every 
man must act according to. his own lights* I , 
hope I have done, and am in tlie course of 
doing, my Master's work in this Highland 
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parish { and it would ill become me, for tKe 
sake of lucre, to leave my sheep in the wit 
derness* But, even in the temporal view 
which you have taken of the matter. Sir 
George, this hundred pounds a-year of sti*-* 
p^nd hath fed and clothed us, and left u&: 
nothing to wish for ; my father-in4av(^& 
succession, and other circumstaoces, have 
added a dmall estate of about twice as milkcb 
more, and hbw we are to dispose of it £ do. 
not know-^o I leave it to you, ^ir, to tliitik 
if 1 were wise, not having^ thb wish or op^ 
port unity of spending three hundred a^^year, 
to cdvet tbs possession of four times'tSat 

♦« This is- philosophy ,"^ said Sir G/eorge } 
<^I have h^ard of it, but I never saw iti be*- 
fore;' 

** It is common sense,!' replied Butler, 
"which accords with philosophy and reli*^ 
gton more frequently than pedants or zeaU 
ots ^re apt to admit/* 

Sir George turned the subjecti and did 
not again resume it. Although they 



'. 
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veiled Hi Sir^Georg^'s chariot, ii^ seemed 
so much fatigued with the motion , that it 
was necessary for him to reipafin for a day 
at a small town called Mid-Calder, which 
was their first stage from Edinburgh. Glas- 
gow occupied another day, so slow were 
their motions. 

They traveHed on to Dumbarton^ where 
they had resolved to leave the equipage, 
and to hire a boat to take them to the shores 
-near the Manse, as the Oare-Loch lay be- 
twixt them and 4bat point, besides the im« 
possibility of travelling in that district with 
wheeUcamages. Sfr George's valet, a man 
of tru&rt, accompanied them, as also a foot- 
man ; the grooms were left with the car- 
riage. Just as this arrangement was com- 
pleted, which wa^ about four o'clock in 
the afternoon, an express arrived from Sir 
<jeorge's^ agent in Edinburgh, with a packed, 
which he opened and read with great atten^ 
tion, ap^iearing much interested and agita- 
ted by the contents. The packet liad been 
dispat<:hed very soon after their leaving 
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Edioburgb) but the me»ei^er had missed 
the travellers by passisg thrcnigh Mid^CaL- 
der in the nights and over^shot his es'rand 
by getting. to Roseneath before them, fie 
msks now on his return, after having, wai^ 
ed more th^i four-and^twenty lK>urs. Sir 
George Staunton instantly wrote back an 
^tnswer^ and rewarding the messenger Ube- 
xaUy, desii^d him net to sleep till he pla* 
.^ed it in his agent's hands*. 
._ At length they embarked in the boat, 
.which had waited foe them spme time« 
During their, voyage wliich was sIqw^ for 
they were obliged to row. the whole way, 
and often, against the tid^ Sir George 
Staunton's enquiries rsm chiefly on the sub- 
ject of the Highland banditti whp bad in- 
fested that country . since the year 174^4 
Btt^ intbrmed him that ^laoy of them 
WGve not native Highlanders, but gypsies, 
4;inksers, and other men of desperate for- 
tanes, who had taken advantage of the coiv- 
fusion introduced by the civil war, the ge» 
neral discontent of the mountameei?* and 
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the unsettled state of police, to practise 
their plunderiDg trade with more audacity. 
SiF Geoi^e next enquired iiftb their lives, 
their* habits, /vk/^hetber the violences which 
id»j comhiii^bedjwere not sometiopes atoned 
for by acts of gen^osity, and M4iether they 
did not possess, the v^ues^ as well as the 
vices, of savage tribes ? 

BiMler answered, tlist certitinly they did 
aometinies shcsw sparks o£ generosity, o# 
w^ch even tbe worst class of malefactom 
ace seldom utterly divested ; but that their 
evil propefisities were certain and regular 
principles^ of action^ while any occasional 
burst of virtuous fieeling was only a tran- 
sient impulse not to be reckoned upon, and 
excited probably by some singular and un- 
usual concatenation of circumstances. Iil 
disGu^ngihese enquiries, which Sir George 
pursued wHh an apparent eagerness that 
lafher Surprised Butler^ the latter chamced 
^ mentittn the name of DonacM: Dhu na 
Dunaigh) wHh which, tiie reader is already 
acquointedi Sir George caught llie sound. 
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vp eagerly, andaaifitconteyed'partixrulat 
int^e^t to Ills €ar« He imade'the most inu 
mte eii^tiirks cbmferning the man wTiom 
be sOenttonedt. the humtiec of hisgang, 4iid 
eveo the appearance of those who belonged 
to it. UpQ0 V^m points Butler eduld give 
Iitt}e_ answer. The mian Jaiid a name amoiig 
the lower class, but'liis ex^loitsr vrere. con- 
siderably i^^ggc«ttfeed ( ,hethad always one 
hn two fdllows withphim^ but never aspired 
to. the Comojiand of above r three; or fi»ir, 
111 short; he kne^Iitlie.' about him^ and the 
^iriali acquaintance hefaad,vfaad by no means 
Inclined him to desire more.]. ; 
/f^ Neveactheless, J slus^ld Bke io ^ee'him 
$ome of these days.? l 
^ ** That would be a dangerous meeting, 
Sir George, unless yon mean we are to see 
him rteeite his deserts, from th6 ]iaw, and 
then it were a ineliuidiiriy one.** i. ^ . i :'; 
' V Uie every ihap accdrditig t^ his de- 
serts,. Mr Butler, and w^o shalli escafTe 
^hipping? But I aln talking riddles to 
yoii» I win explain theih^ miore fully to yon 
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"ffhen I l^e spoken over, the subject with 
Lady Staunton.— Pull away» my lad^>" h^ 
addedi addressing himself to the rowers j 
y the elouds threaten us with a storm." 

In fact, the dead and heavy closeneas of 
the airi the huge piles of cloudy which as- 
sembled in the western horizon^ and glowed 
like a furnace under the influence of t;hc 
setting sun— -that awful stillness in which 
joature seems to expect the thunder-bursty 
as a condemned soldier waits for the pla« 
toon* fire which is to stretch him on the earthy 
all betokened a speedy storm. Large broad 
drops fell from time to time, and induced 
the gentlemen to assume the boat-qloaks 2 
but the rain again ceased, and the oppres* 
sive heat, so unusual in Scotland in the end 
of May, inclined them to throw them aside. 
f^ There is something solemn in this de« 
lay of the storm," said Sir George ; /< it 
seems as if it suspended its j^eal till it so- 
lemnized some important event in the world 
below." ' ^ 

" Alas !" replied Butler, « what are we, 

voL IV. p 



w < » 



3^* tAtiktJirittYLANBic*©. 

in thell- ^irAi^iAllh t)ur ^pheitienft deefls d^ 
Aifferifl^ ? *rhfe eibuds S«^ btirtt ^ctt 'sur- 
ncharged idth the eltctrit ^uid, wheth^ a 
g6ii ih Mitig kt ttiM hittbnt Trom «be cHffi 
of AWati, brthetb cxpirliig oh thte fittM 
6f battle 'he has teon.** 

<"• The mind deliglrts to deem it otiherwise^** 
i^id Sir tjefoyj^e Staunton ; <' nnd to dwcA 
\>n ^he fate Of humanity as oh that which U 
the prihie tiehtral chovement of the miglhty 
f^adkihe. *We idve hot 'to think ihat we 
ghaii Hrhc with the zges that have gone be- 
fore us, as these broad blacSc rain<6iops 
finii'ngle M^th ^e waste 'of waters, mak^ 
a ir^g'&iid momentary «ddy,^«ad ai« 
then idst "fbr eVdr * 

• *» JPV ^«5r7— Wfe ifre riot-^we caiinot be 
lost for eVer,'* said Biitfer, looking trptrard^ 
«< de^th is t6 hs chatige, ndt dbtfsoihtnMiob^ 
and the commcticfememt drP4 dfev^ ekistWicet 
corresponding in character to the deedii 
which we have done in the body.^ - ' 
' Wbfle they agitated these graveiBufi^e^ts, 
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to wMcb the ^dteoiiiity of the approaching 
Aorm oatnhtlly led them, their voyage 
tlireateoed to be more tecKous than they 
head exited, for gwts of wind^ vfhich 
rose and fell inth Boddeii impetuosity^ 
Wifpt the bosom of tbe f irth, and impe- 
ded the efforts of the roirers* They hidi 
Htm oidy to double a small headJand, in 
cfrder to get to the propa: landing-piace in 
the mouth c^f the small river $ but in the 
state df tire weather, and the boat bem^ 
heavy, this was like to be a work of tittt^, 
and in the meanwhile they must necessanly 
be exposed to the stoml. 

«<<:!b^Id wie not land on this side of die 
headvland^'^ asfked Stt Oeorge, ^ and so gain 
«)me irti^erl** 

Butier knew of no landing.phice, at^east 
none affording a""c6nveiliont or even jpraxr- 
ticable jpassage up the rodks 'Wbicb sur- 
t^ounded the -dhore* ^ ' 

^ Think ^gaitt,^ saicTISir Oeorge Stivth^ 
ton i ^ the storm will soon be violent;" - 

ft 
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** Hout» ay/' said one of the boaCmeB, 
f< there's the Caird*s Cpve^ hut, we 4iiina 
tell the minister about it, ancf J am no sum 
|f I can steer the boat to it, the hay i$ sne 
fu' o' shoals and sunk rocks.** . ; ^ . ^ <. , 

"Try,** said Sir George, " and I:3fiU 
give you half-a- guinea*" 
, The old fellow took the hejini^.and olv 
Wvedi <* that if they could get in, there 
Wts a steep path up from the beach,, and 
half an-hour's walk from thence to the 
Manse.** 

. « Are you sure you know the way ?V 
said Butler to the'old man. 
. << I maybe kenn'd it a wee better fift^n 
years syne, when Dandie Wilson wiis jiir the 
firth with his clean-ganging luggen, I 
mind Dandie had a wild young EngUsher 
wi* him, that they ca*d — -** 

<< If you chatter so much/* said Sir 
George Staunton, ** you will have the boat 
on the Grindstone— bring that white rock 
in a line with the steeple.'* 

11 
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«• By G— >** said the veteran, staring, 
^ I think your honour kens the bay as 
veel as me*— Your honour's nose has been 
on the Grindstane ere now^ Vm thibk- 

As they spoke thus they approached 
the little cove^ which» concealed behind 
crags, and defended on every point by 
sh&tlows and sunken rocks, could scarce 
-be discovered or approached, except by 
those intimate with the navigation. An 
old shattered boat was already drawn up 
on the beach within the cove, dose be- 
Kieath the trees, and with precautions for 
^^H)ncealment. 

Upon observing this vessel, Butler re^ 
marked ta his companion, *' It is impost* 
ble for you to conceive. Sir Geoige, the 
diflBculty I have had with my poor people, 
*in teaching them the guih and the danger 
of this contraband trade-^yet they have 
perpetually before their eyes all its danger- 
pus consequences. I do not know an^ 
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thing that moire . effectually d§{9li^W and 
ruins theic piOEal and religioi^ pciqci* 
pies." • ' . 

Sir George forced hims^f ^' ^ay som^T 
thing in a low voice> about the spirit of 
adventure uatural to youths and that un^ 
questionably nuny vrouJd bi^cooie vlaer a*^ 
they grew older. 

*^ Too seldom^ sir,'^ replied Batlw, <• if 
they have boea deeply engagedi^ ai^ espi^ 
pecially if they have miitgled in the scenes 
of violence and blood to which ihek oocui-^ 
pation naturally leads^ I h^ive wf^bservedy, 
that» sooner or l«ter» they Mme tp an e^ 
end. Experienee^ as wett as $crj{4ur%. 
teaches us. Sir Gc^orge^ that mischief shall 
hunt the violent man, ajod thatt the blood- 
thirsty man shall not live half his deysM^ 
but take my arm to help^ you ashore*" 

Sir George heeded as»stance,. for be was 
contrasting in. his altered thought the diffi^ 
rent feelic^ of mind and frame with which 
he had formerly frequented the same plac9* 
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<'- That is 6txuooti8^ Mv BwUer^" said Sir 

• Ilie. boataM* Yv«w jivdteMd to Qis^ tUe 
test of their iir9)r iMnnl tbf^,bei4-lao4 to^the 
OTdinary iaiidt^i^plate }. thA4^<»g^tl^QP|E»xi, 
fiiiUved bjr tlje. aerkTastk. Miigfot tMrv^y 
)»y a blind amd tbnglediiiaAb tlwoiigli f» Ql^ine 
oopaewxHJl to the MaoafE; of Knoti^toHUif, 
wh^e then. ai^ivaL w^ ^siaosly e^pe^^ted. 
; Ti|k. siateca ia ¥0V) had' facpecte^ t^K 
busb^ds' return on the prec^ipg ^9J»' 
vbidk iroa that affibkited b^ Sir Qgorge'd 
latter*. 'The diiky Df th^ braveUera at Cajl- 
40r bad occasiao^d^ %m baaach <^ ^psmpt- 
meoL Tb& inhahita&tB t£ thai Maqp^ b^ 
gan even to deiibt/\ithethar thejr «mu}4 ar^ 
rive on the poaseotday* La^X '^^^VtBtqn 
ftlt this: hope of delaj aa a \xri»{ r^p^rii^V^^ 
ior jihe draaded the panga whi^ h^V h)9* 



band's pi4de must iiildei|;o at meeting, with 
A 8ister4n*law, to whom the whcde of Jbjs 
unhappy and dkhpnoomUe history waa top 
well known# She knew, whatever.fbcce^ or 
eonatraint he might put upon his feelings 
in public, that she herielf must be doomed 
to see them display themsdm in full vehe* 

'mence in secret,— consume his health, de- 
stroy his temper, and render hioi at ^mce 
an object of dread and compas^n. . iigain 
and iigain she cautioned Jeame ita diq^y 

' no tokens of reei^ition, but to Kcdive htm 
as a perfect stranger,«^-^nd again and i^gain 
Jeanie renewed her promise to comply with 

•her wishes. 

. Jeanie herself cduld not &il to bestow an 
anjLious thought on the awkwardness of the 

- approaching meeting ; but her conscience 
was ungaUed—«m)d then, she wascumboopd 
with many^ hdusehold cares of an unuai|^ 
nature, which, joined to th^ anxioos wiA 

^Once.more to see Butler, after an absenpe 
ot- UBusuial length, made her extrem^y de* 
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ififoiur );hat the travellers should arrive as 
sboin as possible. Ahdj— why shcmld I d!»- 
ga&e the truth ?-^ver sind itton a thought 
'ikoile across her mind that her gala dinner 
had now been postponed for two days; 
f aud how few of the dtshes» after every art 
of her simple euwne had been exerted to 
"dress tiiem, could with any credit Or pto^ 
priety appear again upon the third; and 
.Whiit was she to do with the rest ?-^Upon 
this last subject she was saved the trouble 
.of ftrther deliberation^ by the siiddeti ap- 
pearance of the Captiainy at the head of 
. half-«^dQzen stout fellows, dressed and arm« 
ed in the. Highland fashion. 
: r ^ Goot-morrow moraii^g to ye, Xeddy 
Statinton, an4 I hope I'hae the pleasure to 
see ye weel«— And goot-moirow to you, goot 
I Mrs Ptttler— I do peg you will order some 
victuals and ale and prandy fbr the lads, 
fw weiiae peen out on firth and moor since 
. aibre dayJight, and a' to no purpose nei- 
,ther<«^Cot tamn i** 
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So wyiti^, be sMe dowB, puflbed baek hi» 
Mgtodier i»ig« and mftd hk bead vith ml 
ttk ef ' t»f impbrtenee ;c 4otftUy. regasdleis 
«f the look: 4)r iRF^-bitfd' «teiii8kai*M % 
^ifhitfh l4idy fSlaifftion «ideairo«tfed to ntiiEe 
4miii ^mpnefaeod* fliiat ine ifnu aafiunkig toa 

^ It B 90010 eoorffoft^ when 4Mio kwliad 
a eair lioseH^'* oeatinued tiie Cttptaip; od<- 
drosBifi^ h^Ay^StSLuntoni mtkjwtk air^of gail< 
JblildrTV ^ thMii data a ftmr ieddjr^s oerftce^ 
or 10 tko oanrice bf s gcakfetaaom wbik has 

qorvliS tfeo iteiibmd te seridfig itlie irife^ as. 

Mrs Putler Aowimy. \te«i!kfich^.'' 
v^^^^ ^etUy^iV ;iMd LaOnr^tKOMobi *^ as 
f jOH *90^ to ipfeMSltlm'Oomj^iMont fw 
fl aoifl « Ifipa AO'koow'irlM^ krterost ^ 
^QooFge or I oao' h»re in yow ifliorOnitots^ 

:^. «< O Got toiln i--4hi8 is tep eika^ wy 
Soddy^-^K if li was nM py^iliicieiid exipo^ 
from his Grace^s hooottmUe' smim^ and 






na moMcr cat -Mtp-MnivAM. .IMpf 

«<KniBisnone» ai ^nbuigbj iititjii fli VWWJ^ 
«ooforai, tbat I wiM to mBk.fQtt.%t\^s9Sf^ 
iiend DoiMclw d^ "■ I^niigh> aikI ^qg 

t»ttv «l)ai be pi«^Jl)iin»;hit<49iMl»ic<.(i«t# 
«o iajr, 4li« gcUfaiwB; ivhiUL^ ^iM 4«l)Mffi 
4«sepved, ^y- yaiag.tiie .aKatf-jof ^gbtett- 
4i»g-y«i)r kdify^riiip, .as^del-A^ 'fffT'iSMQft- 
^iiif -iifkn'iiDfwittace.^ , ; yt < ,,j . , 

** Why, 1 nevetmatm t0 SitHSitwgi 9lHWt 
Iffy akrm> «l Ih^.i^alicirifatt;^ ; <. .. i ■ 

to wlKkt dM f^igi«e.'lwii|icj«ftiiMnM|t 
tesire to see this rapscallion, that ijHVW 
<^;tfaeihmi'iP^aaeg«iBl laijiBHiipHJiftfun- 
4iy Igai; liiiBy^«»iifiI ])r«ie Atti'gtfi jgom t lfcjpg 
ibffAMlM^ hi]|i» »be»ith« fie^ft'i^i^lMA^ 
«)pifttltfoiighaiy-poaia9)*^ . . . : . o 

f* Ciik itihe ftattfiitnw, ikn^ it>ip (Wkil^ 
-GeMg^'f aoooiiat ftfaat >)i«tt h»K4 ^bMH <!$- 
4«iay*iogit<».atyrahfci;^4 te tfpHo<r^? > < /i 

«*«»y 0»t,.iiiB>fqr.m oMht ^A^iMJLi 
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%A6W tlMui bis lunMXii'& plM6«w^; far ili^ 
isfeaUxMi might fate gaoe on ta m decent 
-quiet way for me^ sse kog as he noipeattt 
^he Bake's pomidsr^'piit raasan goet ha 
^luld'bata'eiii and haogitto pont^if it niajr 
^=^easiiie' aiigr htooursUe disiitfaiteiv tiiat 
IB the Diike^ £ric«d<xH3a6 1 gat <hfc aiqpvass 
nover nighty and I caused warn half a scoia 
of pretty lads^ aind was up inthe morninig 
<^0^ii9e'ttie sua^'iand.I gpanr^d tiui ladf take 
their kilts and short coats*" 

«* I wonder yon did thi^ Captajn^" sud 
:Xrs Bntitry ^« wAku. y*n know the aiA of 
^fMttHMnttnt agaiMt^weariiii; the HifUaad 

- ' »« HottMcmt^ ne!ariftshymirtli«inib,^ffa 
f^i^ibx^^Ther]^ years 

anld yel, isnd it tmm youpg to hae €oaie 
oorlenglii} »d pnsidts, how is the hid< t9 
^^aib the |m^s wi^ .tfaaetamifed Inreekims 
Ml Mtett ^-^ makesme sick to^ ser tbem^i^ 
Put ohy howyl thoiigfat I kenn'dSkiiiaoha^ 
hkawugtif mA wtd, and I itt» lit the 



jpbce; w)i«fe he tad rested yestreen ; for I 
nw thr leaves tlie- limBiers had lain out 
awl the ashesof then ; by tiie same tokei^ 
there ^ms a jnt greeshoeh pumhig yet. I 
eaa tWqlMag t)iey got some word out o' the 
jslsmd what was iDteodedf-^I sought every 
^eaaad cleu«fai aaif I hadbeen deer-stalk* 
iBg^ hut teil a waff of his coat-tail could I 
aee^^Gotjtamii !'? 

.f< He^ll. he away down the Frith to Cow^ 
aV said. David { and Reubeo, who had 
teen out early that morning a-nutting^ ob* 
served, ^^ That 4ie had seen a boat making 
for thf Cairo's Cow,^ a place well Imowii^ 
to the. bqys^ though their less adventurous 
j&tl^ wiML jgnovant of its eajstence. 

''Py Cot,'' said Duncan, <<then I will stay 
hereno longer than to trink thitvery hom 
^prandy.aiid water^ for it is very possible 
ibey willpe in the^wood» PonacAta^ a do* 
vei; foUow^* afidm^ypi^ tfa^^ it pest to sit 
.99Kt ^ <;bnnley when ^ lum Mdcs« He 
itot^t oaebody would look for him aae 



^5^ ^AMm k» M¥ i^A^»tfi}(mm 

ferthWith, aSaA It/iil tHhei^li^ y<ta IH^ 
)mcHiii^f»^<»^-M«la346| iHami dare 

t^ -i^^ 'ii. p1«&^' ^fvtt^ Mlh^raillt l(^y^ 

^t 'Ptttier a* f>adtg«iinmdfa^ Ibr tlf* fotir^ 
pennies whilkhe won, foi he vHW pe'surely. 
^t' 'kbteLef fibdn, 6r/ else te wJihave^ Wet / 
^rhey, scteiBg itUs^ ^^t'<<> pift a«fetid.'? 
* ' Tbits Bfaying, with! tedfi/. i^fupe^ and: 
iM^Sy ' and' kpbldgies for^lc^ingt 'Aienv. 
tvfcich Tv«* vef>% read^ iC^ceirred/ and tfv 
liertte* ^^iH-aiioes 6f IMS s^efeay • reftuAi^ . 
(of the skiia^rity' ^^^etk^9ll^3^M1k^eikerM . 
tai«ied n6 doybt,* 96 feng 'aisf^fier t^st grey- 
tiea^d. oF briui^ wai ^upoft d\!ily,> . Duncan^ 

• * • r # 

%eg^' td s^Arhr the Mi^oi^ ■ ^(f 'Iskt&i^ed 



his spirit and courage, took the opportuni* 
ty of escaping, to attend the investigations 
ef that great mam 



. • r- 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



I did send fbr tlieet 



• ••••••• 

That Talbot*! name might be in thee reviv'df 
When sapten age^ and weak uaabte limbe, 
Should brfa^ thy father to hit drooping chaifw 
Butr-'O malignant and ill-bodiqg stanl— 

Fint Part of Henry the Sixth. 

Duncan and his party had not proceeded 
very far in the direction of the Caird's Cove 
before they heard a shot, which was quickly 
followed by one or two others. ^^ Some 
tamn*d villains among the roe-deer," said 
.Duncan ; <* look sharp out, lads.'' '. 

The clash of swords was next heard, and 
Duncan and his myrmidons hastening to the 
spot, found Butler and SirGeorge Staunton's 
servant in the hands of four ruffians. SBr 
George himself lay stretched on the ground, 
with his drawn sword in his hand. Duncaii^ 
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Yfho was as bi»v6 as a lion^ instantly fired 
his pistol at the leader of the band, un- 
sheathed his sword, cried out to his men^ 
CXaymore! and ran his weapon through the 
body of the fellow whom he had previously 
^ wounded, who Was no other than Donacha 
dbu na Dunaigb himself. The other ban- 
ditti were speedily overpowered^ except- 
iog one youo^ lad, who made wonderftd. 
resistance forhjis yetm^ apd iiws at length 
siecured with diflBtculty« 

Butler, so soon as he was liberated froia 

^ftbe ruffians^ ran to raise Sir OecMige Staun* 

tony but lifi( hadv wholly left him. 

J .^^ A.creiat misfeftuqe,'" said Duncan; 

*Kl think it will pe pest that I go forward 

to intimate it to the coot leddy^^-^-Tavie, 

my dear, you hae smelled pouther for the 

vfirst tiBfte this day—take my sword and 

.liack off Donacha's head, whilk will pe 

.cbpt pi^Ptlice for you against the time you 

may wis}^j(;o do the same kindness to a li* 

vipg shentl«tman— or hould, as your father 

doeS: not apprtve, you may leave it alonCt 



te> Leddy^ StouDton to^ see bind ^atira^ and 
I; hdpe BKe Witt doAine tb6 eredit to pttteiHs 
that IcEtn af^tige a shantteman'sbploodc&xy. 
speedily aiid vm^/" 

Such wets the ^b^^vaftioii of alman toO' 
much accust^ed to the ;sM^"^ ^^ate of 
maHfiers in the HtghUnds, tf kiok opoB; 
^e issue idi mck a skintii]^ as(. aoqi^ ttjpg. 
v«»rtl)y of Woiider iMr €ti|oitiif0A. 

We will not attempt: to deflctflie die 

' very coBtfary eflfect Whieb the iifleii|>ected: 

iffidaster produced uj^oo Lad^< Siaooldfiy, 

when the bioddy^ e^p^^ ^^ iier.haatiiaid. 

' was brought to ««be houstt^ Wbete ^e* es-- 

|^ct«d to kn^t hfBi! ^4 atntl mUU jAU. 

• • • » ^ 

was ibrgotten, but ^t he was <iid lover 
of her yXmtii ;.aBd.wbMevi^. wete< his fapha 
io the w^rld; «hat hefaad towaifdi^lM^ tfhi,. 
bited only those thatarow (toid tbeuiiqM- 
«ty of spirits and temper, feeidM»4o#^. 
tuation of unparalldeii*; diffieAky. la the 
vivacity of ber grief sherguve' way to ^^iie: 
*iiataral irritability ^ Jier tett)pdKf>fiftikMc. 
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Ib^WQ^ shj^ek^ and fiiKX>Q fupfieeded t(^ 
e^OQP.^^ It r4qiuieiidaEj0iH>i9> watchful a& 
lection to prevent het from iMkiag Hbowiu 
iiith«9e p^ro^yuns of 4^ctioiv much wbii^h 
it wa^ of the high<wt imporkwoo tb«l shr 
4hQul4 keep secfffib 

At length ^ilenfle eod exhauattoa 9uc* 
ceeded to fi^iH^y^ «nd Jeaoie lAiole out to^ 
laki^ oauQMl with h«i^ hwbimd) bj\A to e&. 
hort him to^ aaticip^e the Captain's inteiw 
t^rmicep ^hy taking' posft^^^ieoi) m. Lady 
SU^ixtpn'a n^m% of the private papers of: 
herdeceaited husbaod^ To the utter astor 
IwihmeQt of E9tler» $ho bow^ ibr the fifflt^ 
timi»« explained the rejattoa betwixt hersc&f 
and Lady S^untoUtt^ whiph authwiiiedf my^ 
demaiidedt thatfae should prevept any str an*, 
ger froiabeing unneoeaiftri)^ mAde afiq^aial- 

fd wiA her fainSly a^rs. In \\res k auch a 
Qtms that ile;uiie'a act|v^ and W9dauofc«l 
halntaoi' viclupua^xi^tioQ wve moat eese- 
^icqous. While the Optain'a atteotiMi 
4Has 9tiU engaged hy a pi^^jieiiged «efiMh- 
mmk w^f^ very tediotta^«sa4»iD»iioQ^ln 
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Gaelic and Englisli, of all the pridoneni^ 

and every other witness of the fttal* tratia-' 

action, she had the body of hef brother^ 

in»law undressed and properly dfeposedt;^-^ 

It then appeared^ from the crucifix,-^ the 

beadF, and the shirt of hair which he imn 

next his person, that bis sense of guilt had 

induced him to receive the dogmata of ia 

religion, which pretends, by the macera- 

lion of the body, to expiiite the crimes of 

the souU In the packet of papers; whidh 

ihe express bad brought to SHr Geotgfe 

^Staunton from Edinburgh, and trhich Bim 

ler, authorized by his connection with tht 

deceased, did not scriq^ to examine^ bt 

found new and astonishing inteII%enoi^t 

which gave him rMson to thank God he 

bad taken that measure. 

Ratcliffe, to whom all sort of misdeedb 
and misdoers wiere familiar, instigated by 
the promised reward, soon found Mm^lf 
in a condition to trace the infant of tbeirib 
unhappy parents. The woman* to w^m 
Meg Murdockson had sold that most un- 
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fortunate child, had made it the compa^ 
moil' of her wanderings and her beggary, 
until be was about seven pr eight years 
old, when, as Ratcliffe learned from a 
companion of bers^* then in the Corre^tJBQnr 
house of Edinburghyshe sold bim in h^ turn 
to Donacba dhu na Dunatgh. This maB» 
to whom no act of mischief was md^nown, 
was occasionaUy an agent in a horrible 
Uade then carried on- betwixt Scotland and 
America^ for sipipplyiog the plantations with 
servants, by means of Jndnajpping^ as it 
f^ termedf both men and women> but es- 
pisctally children i^ndfsr age. , H^re Rat- 
«Ufie. lost sight of the boy, but had no 
doubt, tliat Donacha Dhu coi)ld give an 
accoupt of him. . The gentleman of the 
law* so often mentioned, dispatched there- 
fore an e);press» with a letter to Sir George 
Staonton» and another covering a warrant 
for apprehension of Donacha, ^th in* 
atructions to the Captain of Knockdunder 
to exert his utmost energy for that purpose*. 
* Fossessed of this information, and witb^ 



It 



a ttiitta igitated fiiy the inwt glooiwy n^ 
pt«^sibf)s, Batler iidw joined the Cap- 
tdin/aDd obtained &om hito with some tlif- 
llculty a sigtrt of the exdtttna^tions. These^ 
with a^feHv qtte^tit)ns to the ddCr of the jd- 
MMiers^ sodti t:^oii!(!rtn)?d the tnbst dreadM 
•f Butlei^d anticipatitMs. Wie ^te ti^hfeftdfi; 
€f the Mfortnalion withbuY descteMdiflg into 
minute details. 

Donacha I>fau had itideed putcihiti^ £j& 
fie's onhalpp)^ dhild» with lite pufpbse <)F 
selling It te %he American traders, Whom 
he bad been ki the habit of supplying M^ 
human flefth. But no opportunity occniv 
t^ hit some time ; and the bo^, who was 
known -by the name of ^« "ttie ^WhisWer,'* 
made some impression on ^the %eatt anft 
ai^eiifons even df tMs nid» saVage, per- 
haps %6dause' he saw in ii^ flashes* of a 
s^it as^erce and thlrdtettve as«hik d^ihi. 
When Donacha struck ot thrfeattn**- h!te 

answer w?^ complaint affd'efnftfeatiea^Ukb 
dtlier ^lldr^n, %Qt with da^Hsatad tfffdrts 
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4l0g jpage ivtota Idle hard ftfe'arl of his WwirY 



> { 



fl^^could 'n,y^i^gjm% bold AittisssBig^ 
AM q9s£rbia'fp9bang biua^pcar at tte boar^ 
Wilb aH the mockeiry of a little num.* 

In shortraBQonacibaDbfii Sfiidt the Whist- 
ler wa&a bora i^np of: Satan^ and therf/fbre 
be-i^ouM never leave hJoi» Accordingly^ 
iirom bis eleventh year forward, he was one 
of the band, aad oftear engaged in acts of 
violence. Thfi last of these was move im« 
fBOdiately occasioned by the researches 
"whiieh the Whistler's veal father made, af. 
faer him wi)om he "was taught to consider 
«9 such* Dongcha Dhu's fears had been 

# • 

for some time excited, by the strength of 
the mews which rbega|iji no;vv ^to hjp epxfilgy^ 
«id i^nst fersofi^' of his description.; Qe 
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was senBibl^ he exiated cmly by the preca- 
rious indulgeiice of liis namesake, Duncan 
of Knockdunder, who was used to boajstthat 
he could put him down or string him up 
when he had a mind. He resolved to leave 
the kingdom by meanis of one of those 
sloops which were engaged in the traffic of 
his old kidnapping friends^ and which was 
about to sail for America ; but he was de- 
sirous first to strike a bold stroke. 

The ruffian's cupidity was excited by 
the intelligence that a wealthy EngUsli- 
man was coming to the Manse—he had nei- 
ther forgotten the Whistler's report of the 
gold he had seen in Lady Staunton^s purse^ 
nor his old vow of revenge against the 
minister; and, to bring the whde to a 
point, he conceived the hope of appro* 
priating the money, which, according to 
the general report of the country, the mi- 
nister was to bring from Edinburgh to pay 
for his new purchase. While he was con* 
atdering how he might best accompli^ his 
purpose, he received the intelligence from 



J 
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tfne qiiarter; that . the vessel iii which he 

popppsecf to €ail|i was to sail immediately 

from Greenock ; from. another^ thai; the 

fdjhaiH^r' ^^ a rich English lord^ w^h a 

^ ^0at maqy thousand pounds^wereexpect- 

kd the next evening at the Manse ; and 

ibatp 1^ third, that he must consult his 

rjftilety. by leaving his ordinary haunts as 

[91191^: ^-posasible, fi>r that the Captain had 

jOr4^red :put a party to scour the glens far 

; him .at ^ break of day. Donacha laid his 

.f^ns with, promptitude and decision. * He 

l«il|bar)^ed ^with the Whistler and two others 

i^fMs g«iig^(whom^ by the bye, he meant 

^t€^;.4ett*to.tbe kidnappers,) and set sail 

.^£()r th0 jP$jrd'§:Cpver; He intended to lurk 

(itiil ttight-fall jn the wood adjoining to this 

cplftc(^;iiK^igh]He; thpught was^ too near the 

dbatt^!itk>9:.Qf fl9W;.1io excite |he;su9piqipa 

^ of Duncan Knock, then break into Butler's 

{ ptae^fid ilmbitH^h, : and; flesh at once his 

alpfilt&e; for^ plnnder and revenge. When 

bis vill^tfiir^jKffu^ ac^pmpHshedy his boat was 

VOL. IV. Q 
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to convey bim to the vessfel^-wbicti^ liccdfdi 
ing to previous a^eihent'with the Mtisiefi 
was instantly to sel! sisiil. » > rr . r 

This' deisperate des{^' ^^nlA ptdlMtify 
liave succeeds; but for tHe ruffiAob b^l^ 
discovered iii their 1ui%iDg.pto^ by Sk 
George Staunton and Butler^ in th«ir ^Mel- 
den tial walk from the Caird^ Gove tbwafds 
the Manse; Finding hiibself detected; M^ 
at the same ttme observing that- fhd^Ml^llt 
carried a casket, or strong-box, Ddnfifcba 
conceived that both his prize 'and liiii* vic- 
tims were within his powef , fl(ta^ Kttti<^«d 
the travellers ' witKdut! hesifatkMl; ^ iShols 
were fired an<i swo'rds-dra'wil'otaibdtiifltd^; 
Sir George Btaunton' dl^fed > Hi^ briivett 
'resistance, tiU he feiU, aaf t{ier& Wm itob 
much reason to believe, by^ tlib iKtfnd ^isi 
son, so long sought; ariffkibW^aeltiligi^ 
unhappily discovered. - * f.j/..;' CI i , 

Whi!e Butler was- halfiytunwiA Wi«bxtk|8 
Intelligence, the hoarse >N)ie&^4(^fHiiMk« 
dunder added to hjs cofirtaMitiNi^ 



* . / 
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♦«;I;)iii^ t»k^ ^9 ,]ip9ii;^ ia. ,ta)(e dowi^ 
tiuljilelW^p^f^ Mr Ftt^efy ,ag X tpust pe ta- 
king order to.bAOg tties^|dle j^ple up to- 
«ioKrov'nl0ini«ig„tOiji;^<^ th^ more con- 
aiimntiimi ia ihsk doipgs. an future." 
i.'/iButleV'QPtreAtfS^i )iim to remember the 
mU 9Mi^ikwg7t)i9;^pta|l^ jurisdictions^ 
ahd^itlmb ; be: - qjtghP . tQ, #§^4 them to Glas^ 
gow or Inverara, to be tried by the Circuit. 

t ][J« (TfaeTJlDrisdicjtiQnr Act,;^ he saidt •* ha^ 
tiit^Ug^ tD;4A p»C!with« the r^la, aad spe« 
daUy not^^itb; Argyle^s CQUUtry^ and he 
irould; hapg tbfi jfi^.ijg all three in one 
nkw |pitift>c0;cQOt I;«d#y ^t^uiM^cm's vindows^ 
which would be a creat comfprtrto her in. 
tim'fiMNndiqg.jkK nee that U^e^^oot gentleomn, 
bet hdsbaiijdiih^d been;f uij;ably afeoged.*^ 
; Ahdlihie utmost :lei^t;hthA<^ Bugler's most 
earnest ent]^tiBitiie9r;Qoul4 preyailt was^ that 
iif(i^o)Lild reaetrtie/' thiQ^twa\p^: carles for 
th6 cireuit^ bui ,a9J 1*9^ him they ca'd the 
FustUr^ihs &oul^.tjy ho^nr. h^ ^ou]4 fufftle 
ia a swifiging,itoWi for it;fii4dQa be said that 



•*. 
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a shentfeman, fiifenditb Vih Dtike^ -waa kill- 
ed ini bis ccmntrjV and his pitip\e^^'A\dBk 
take at least twi live* f6£;fttie.'^'i :-?..> i : .1 
Butler eiitreatdd hiai'tbi^M^he vktim^ 
for his souPs sake. But KBOckdiwderaa^. 
swered, *Uhat t^e douj of saeh 4 >s(rttiti had 
been long the tefil's tM*opetty,;anbfd (liatj Cot 
tamn ! he was determined tfr gif4lie tefil his 
due.** - ■•''• .' .• . ^ ^ 

. All persaasibn wasJb vain^ and puoeaa 
issued 'his mandate ft^r executibn^ oti the 
succeeding morning. The; child^ of ^dilt 
and misery was separated frbm hiscoioipa* 
nions, strongly pinioned, ^nd^ committed 
to a separate room^ ctf* which the Captain 
kept the key. / j ^. . 

' In the silence of the ni^t, however, 
Mrs Butler arose, resolved, if^'po4uble,.to 
avert, at least to delay, the fate wh'ich;hang 
over her nephew, especially if, upon, cour 
Versing with hite, she should see any hope 
of his being brought to better teckiper. j She 
had a master-key that opened every lock 
in the house ; and at midni^t, when. uU 
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waft^stUl, stie: 8^4 b^te.tbe ^yes of the 
astonished ypupg savage, fts, hardjbound 
with cords, lie ky, like^.a sheep designed 
for ftlaiiightery upoB a quantity of the refuse 
of flax which filled a corner in the apart- 
jD€#tr . :^vqid features .,su|&-t)urnt» tawny, 
grif9ed: -W^^h ^^r^^ and ob&^ured.by bijs phag- 
jgy>hair of a rusted^bl^ck colour, Jeanie 
tried ia v%in tptrape t|ie likeness of either 
ofrhfisivery ha|i^(^ocoe parents. Vet how 
could sherefuspcamp^^on to a creature 
fio yiOVSgfMJd^sp wretche^,f-ao,much more 
jfis^t^ii^ ;ih.an even he .himself cquld be 
^warP:Pf>;9i9ce:the murder he had too pro- 
bably committed with his own hand, but in 
^^h he ha^ at any jnate, participated, jeas 

*mjfftc^^jPf^rriq4©T> cSN;P^ fo^d on a 
•t$ible:96^ himi liaised him, a^d dackedthe 
cords on his arms, 90 a^.to pormit him to 
fleiefJlJlfp^fieif ? He^ str^etc^e^ out bis bapds, 
,p^isw^e4 ??ttth,jbjpj^^,p^i^baps,,^^^^^ pf 
-Jiipfjf^tWr W4 be jate^ypjaWHsfy aijd in 
^sfle^ce..: ;.,,_.. , i « 

Q 2 
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/ •« What is y6ar' first n&tne ?? said Jes&ie^ 
by way of opfenirigtKe^ceiiversafien. 
« The Whistler.'* • t . : . ^ ^ ' 

" But your Christian name, by which 
you ivere baptized ?' - v • > / . - ; 
' " I never wai baptized that I know^of-*- 
I have no other name than the Whisfler."" 

^ Toot unhappy abandoned kd P* * said 
Jeanie ; •* What would ye do if ye^ could 
escape from this place, and the death 'yon 
are to die to-inorrow morning?* : : -co 

<« Join wP Rob Roy, W wi* S^^Wtft 
More Cameron, '(noited freebooters at* thait 

« 

time,) and revenge Donaeha'is death on 
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and sundry.** ' 

'' <« O ye unhappy boy/* said JeanicfJ'***) 

ye ken what will cWeo* ye wh^i ^i'^dlef ?* 

<< I shall neither feel caifld nor hdi^cr 
more,** said the youth doggedly. •' - 

^* To let him be execute in ibis 'dfisiilAil 

state of mind would be to destrdy^ ik^ 

body and s<>ul— afid to let him gang tdafe 

not — what will be done ?— But he ia my 

sister's son— my own nephew-»our flesh 

6 
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and blddd-^^itff Ms bands and ftiet ait 
yierkcd as tight ais cords can be drawn.-— 
Whistler, do the cords hurt you ?" 
; <• Very much.'' 

^ ^« But, if I were to slacken them^ you 
^ouMTiarm me?'' ■ . • ''^* 

*^ 'Noi I would 'Bot-*-'you hever harmed 
me or mine;'- ' 

y. . a There, may be ^ good in him yet^^ 
ijhought Jeanie^* I will try fair play with 
him/' ... 

* She cut his bonds-rhe stood iipnght, 
looked round with a laugh of wild exuk«(- 
tion, clapped his hands together, and sprudg 
from the ground j- as if in transport onntid- 
ifig himself dt liberty. He looke^d so wild, 
that Jeanie trembled at what she had done. 

* ** Let me out,-* said the yoiiiig savage. 
** I wunna,- unless you promise**— —i 

'" Then PU make you glad to let us both 

A, . » • ' . ." . . 

*oot. '- * ' ..-♦.,- i ... t .. . 

' '. He seized the lighted candle and threw 
It among the flax, which was instantly' in 
•aflame. Jeanie screamed, and ran out of 
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4lie roqpi:; th^ ; pri^ijcf JB^hed pas^ her, 
threw open a window In th6,passage^ jiupp^ 
ed into the gard^n^ ^^PS 'Pver itsr^nelo^ 
sure, bounded through the ^woods Hke a 
jdef rji an^ gained; th^ ^e^^&hpr]^.; Meantime, 
the fire was extinguished^: but i^ p^ROe^ 
fw^a » soughj; in v.^; , Asf iJ^^fupiif kf^ ^ her 
own secret, the share she hadaQjIi^s escape 
"^as not ^iiifjovered J but-tbey learped his 
i9t;»s0m$ iipe aftfirw^d«r=rijt wa^aawildaa 
his life had hitherto been. 
^ 'Tb?:ATOiou8 enrquirie^ qf 3qtlcr at|«figth 
^rin^: th#t the youth h^d gained the ship 
in whidfi^i^ mftBter, Donacha^ had desigoed 
.to embark* £»utl \\\e ay^riqio^&shipqaaster, 
jinured by hisefU trade to e wry specif 
.of treachery, and. disappointed of the rich 
booty which DoBs»?faa 'had; proposed to 
bri^g aboardi secured ^e pers€»x of the fu- 
fgitivc;^ and liaving transported 'him to Ame- 
rica^ sold him as a slave, or indented servant^ 
tQ a :Virgjnian planter, far np'the co^Bjtry. 
rWhen these tidings reached Butler, he serit 
over to America a sufficient suip to redeem 
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his mind, restraitiing- 'lii»'ev^ jpfdpe^sitiesr 
and encouraging wbatever good might ap^ 
i>ear in his character. But tbW * aid canje 
too late. The yoiirig mani J^aid ^^head^d a 
conspiracy^ hi which hi9 i^nhuihan master 
was put to death, and had th^l> fled to the 
hext tribe of wild Indians. He was never 
tnor^ heard'oP; and it may tberefcu^e ;be pre^ 
sumed that be lived atid^ied nfterthe main- 
ner of that daviage 'people, with whom hia 
previous habits' had well fitted him to as- 
sodate. • - / / 

Ail hopes 'bf the yoiing ntan's reforma* 
iion' tfeing ttb^v ehded^ Mr and Mrs Butler 

• * 

ihoughit it 66uld isrerve ho purpose to ex- 
plain tb Lady Staunton a history sq iFuli 
oif horror. Shfe remained their guest more 
than a year^ diiiriiig the greater part of 
which peritid' hlei* grief was 6tce ssire. In 
the latter tnonths, it assumed the appear^ 
ance of listlessness and low 6pirits^ which 
the monotony of her sister's quiet establish* 
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•lent fff9fd^ jQff jja^*^^,,of .^l^i^infi.. 

^rmied fpr a wiptjpw .content., 1*^ dif- 
%eoiB .fV#m';hGf ^ste|r^ she r^ujired tbie di3i 
^ipfttionifffjHif ietjfita divert her foirrpw^ ox 

cnfeiaa«ft(hW;JK>y* i-She Mi^U^eisecUiaipq pf 
KoockMtl*»rWitlv1sar»pf?^iifi^r^afe 
nild .fidf)l9r\l\«»pfng its inmates with. aU ^he 
c<mld tibAnk:0f that might be vaiaable. ia 
t}ietr>ef)^s« JUii^t she did leav^e it^ andr whea 
thies ftogjiMb/pf 1^ parting: lyaa over, her 
ddpartor^ vrA9/a. rolief *tQ bc^ sisters* 
. The. iw&ay ;»ft 1fee;>iaMe^^ of Knocktorli- 
tie^ in their own quiet happiness, heard of 
the wieUf4<me#edi»pd be^f^ttfifljLafl^ Staun- 
ton. te«)9tiiig:.h9t,plac^ :i9 ;^ &s^qiiial>le 
world. They Ig^n^A it by more sifb^t^ 
lial j^oofe^; ^r -Efsivi^ reic^iv«d d cpifnuia* 
stQ»t and as.tjj^ iiiilitary spirit x>f Bible 
ier aejemfd t^ |iaye ifeviypd tp himi^ hjis good 
bi^havioMir^^a^ifi^ theenjvjjfjof Evehi^i^ped 
yoiio^. H<ghto4 cadi^ts^ '^ 4;pipe , of gp^^ 
lious^/' Mi(to were aiM^onished i^t ! the rapir 
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4ky bf hint ptoviMibni Hetiben fbllawcd 
the law, and rose more slowfy; yel 'miefy. 
^^inia Butter,*<iii^h^ fortune^ augment- 
fed* b«^/lier'aikA'ft gtneXo^ff andiadded to 
^rCb%h l)6kut^, rtihAetkd her no small 
jpiize, liikfti^ a^Highlbnd laiifd,>9irhQ 'never 
-^kTsei the rAurftS of ^ h6r grfttictfatber, and 
'wras ioaded ' on- 'Ihe -occasion with presents 
'from I^adyStttuittofi/^hioh made her the 
envy of all the beauties in Dumbarton and 
Afgyle^hirts. • . 

Aftei^ blazing neiarly ten years in the fa^ 
sfaiomible^w^kl^' adfid hiding, like many of 
her compel, an aching heart with a gay 
demeanour ;— after declining repeated of« 
fers of the most respeefesble kind for a se- 
cond matrimonial engagement. Lady Staun- 
ton betrayed this ift ward wound wbyretiring 
'^6 the ooAijlnttiti and' taking i^) >her abode 
in ^ ecilivefit whtfre she baft r^eeited her 
edag^tion; ^bti tieirer tobk.^ie Ivdl». but 
^Hved aftd di«d in severe teclu^ioot >andiii 
the practice Of the iUmiaii Catholic reU- 



];ioiii in all its forqaal' observ^acftsi jrigtjj^^ 
4iid austerities* 

: JeaDie had sq jnucli of her ^he^^^^ji^ 
as Jto sorrovv: bj^terlyfor tl^is. afip^t^j^ ;af^^ 
Butler joined io he?: jegr^t : ; « JqtvfWM^?^ 
ligton^bowfeYj^i^tinperfeet,^ be saidf "\wa» 
better than. cold sceptK^siQ^ or the hurry- 
ing din of disstpatioo^ >whi^h. fi|ls the ^^^. of 
^orldUngis, until they f»Te for i^one of the«p 
thines.^ ... : i , ': ; : 

Meanwhile, happy in each other» in the 
prosperity of their fafnilyi and the love and 
honour of all who knew t^j^i^^.t^iswople 
pair lived beloved, M[d.^«9(l .bvpentpd^ 
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vain, if it shall. beifbuRc^'te 4iu6tra^ the 
^rieat truths that gililt» ittewgh i$^fn^<attain 
teinporal Bpleridour^ <mii Q0V)sr (fpnfj^, r^l 
happiness; Hmt tbe<evil;cp9)9fe<]iifnce«^:0f 
our crimes Ibog autfive ' th^r , ccjuwniffswi^ 
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and, like the ghosts of the murdered, for 
ever haunt the steps of the malefactor; 
and that the paths of virtue, though seU 
dom those of worldly greatness, are always 
those of pleasantness and peace« 



yoL. rv. 
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V Envoy J hy Jedediah Cleishbotham. 



Thus concludeth the Talc of « The 
HfiART OF Mid- Lothian/' which hath fill- 
ed more pages than I opined. The Heart 
of Mid-Lothian is now no more, or ra- 
ther it is transferred to the extreme side 
of the city, even as the Sieur Jean Bap- 
tiste Poquelin hath it, in his pleasant co- 
medy called Ijb Medecin Mdlgre hti^ where 
the simulated doctor wittily replieth to a 
charge, that he had placed the heart on 
the right side, instead of the left, *< Cela 
Stait autre/bis mnd^^mais nous avons changi 
tout cela.^ Of which witty speech, if any 
reader shall demand the purport, I have 
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only to respond, that I teach the French 
as well as the Classical tongues, at the easy 
rate of five shillings per quarter, as my ad- 
vertisements are periodically making known 
to the public. 



END OF VOLUME FOUHTR. 
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